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Annapolis,  February  29,  1872, 
To  the  House  of  Delegates  of  Maryland : 

Your  Committee,  appointed  by  resolution  of  your  Honor- 
able Body  to  investigate  the  causes  and  circumstances  of  the 
destruction  of  the  ice-boats  Chesapeake  and  Maryland,  have 
the  honor  to  report  that,  in  pursuance  of  the  authority 
vested  in  them,  they  proceeded  to  Baltimore  city  on  Feb- 
ary  13th,  commenced  the  investigation  and  continued  in 
daily  session  until  Monday,  February  19th,  inclusive. 

A  large  amount  of  testimony  was  taken,  a  full  report  of 
w^hich  accompanies  this  report,  for  the  full  information  of 
your  Honorable  Body,  and  for  the  information  of  the  citizens 
of  Baltimore  and  the  State  of  Maryland,  largely  interested 
in  this  investigation  and  in  its  results. 

The  destruction  of  the  Chesapeake  resulted  from  the  want 
of  proper  discipline,  for,  according  to  the  testimony,  the 
boat  was  not  totally  disabled  by  the  explosion  of  the  boiler, 
for  the  three  forward  boilers  were  uninjured,  and  the  steam 
connections  with  the  engines  remained  intact.  Efficient 
management  could  have  brought  the  boat  safely  to  Baltimore. 

The  origin  of  the  fire  is  enwrapped  in  mystery.  It  com- 
menced an  hour  and  a  half  after  the  explosion,  and  has 
been  attributed  to  the  scattering  of  fire  by  the  explosion, 
and  also  to  design. 

Your  Committee  incline  to  the  opinion  that  the  fire  was 
the  sequence  of  the  explosion,  and  following  close  after  a 
calamity  which  had  killed  several  men  and  injured  others, 
it  produced  a  panic  which,  together  with  the  fact  that  the 
machinery  for  extinguishing  fires  was  useless  from  the  im- 
proper and  unnecessary  absence  of  steam  from  the  forward 
boilers,  accounts  for  the  total  destruction  of  the  boat.  The 
evidence  established  the  fact  that  the  valves  and  guages,  the 
manacles  which  the  hands  of  science  have  placed  upon  this 
wonderful  power,  were  in  bad  order  and  useless. 


The  evidence  in  the  case  of  the  Maryland  does  not  enable 
us  to  fix  with  any  accuracy  the  cause  of  her  destruction. 
Three  causes  have  been  given  for  the  destruction  of  the 
Maryland,  spontaneous  combustion,  carelessness  or  design. 

The  Committee  are  not  of  the  opinion  that  the  fire  was 
caused  by  spontaneous  combustion  in  the  waste  room,  as 
alleged ;  and,  indeed,  the  testimony  is  conflicting  as  to 
whether  or  not  the  fire  originated  here. 

Captain  Miskelly  says  that  it  did  ;  that  he  opened  the 
door  and  flames  burst  out ;  but  Mr.  Wheeden,  a  gentleman 
of  much  intelligence,  who  witnessed  the  progress  of  the 
fire,  asserts  that  it  commenced  on  the  other  side  of  the  ves- 
sel and  worked  its  way  around,  and  that  for  some  time 
there  was  no  fire  to  be  seen  on  that  side  of  the  vessel. 
The  floor  of  the  waste-room  is  not  charred,  and  wastg 
and  other  inflammable  material  were  found  by  your  Com- 
mittee on  their  visit  to  the  wreck  uninjured. 

It  may  have  been  of  incendiary  origin,  as  any  one  so  in- 
clined had  every  opportunity  to  work  out  his  nefarious  de- 
sign. The  boat,  so  valuable  and  important,  was  left  on  the 
Sunday  she  was  destroyed  in  charge  of  an  aged  and  retired 
captain,  named  Miskelly,  at  four  and  a  half  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  and  up  to  the  time  of  the  fire  no  one  was  there 
except  the  unfortunate  assistant  engineer,  sleeping  in  the 
cabin. 

According  to  the  watchman's  own  testimony  he  was 
absent  from  the  deck  twenty-five  minutes  preceding  the 
fire ;  five  minutes  in  quest  of  matches  on  a  neighboring 
vessel,  five  minutes  in  cabin  fixing  the  fire,  and  fifteen  min- 
utes after  the  lights  to  hang  upon  the  boat.  During  this 
interval  it  was  easy  for  some  one  to  have  gone  aboard  and 
set  the  boat  on  fire. 

From  the  appearance  of  the  hold  of  the  boat,  the  kelsons 
being  burned  most  at  the  bulkhead  of  the  cabin,  and  the 
bulkhead  of  the  cabin  being  burned  away  on  one  side, 
together  with  the  discovery  of  the  assistant  engineer  in  an 
insensible  condition  in  the  cabin,  it  is  indicated  that  the  fire 
commenced  in  this  locality. 

If  from  carelessness,  the  fire  may  have  been  occasioned  by 
the  watchman  filling  or  lighting  the  lamps  and  throwing 
the  matches  near  some  combustible  material ;  but  whether 
combustion,  design  or  accident,  it  is  plainly  evident  that 
sufficient  watch  was  not  maintained  upon  a  vessel  so  valu- 
able and  important,  especially  in  view  of  the  antagonism 
created  by  her  towing  in  opposition  to  the  tug-boat  interest 
of  Baltimore. 
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Upon  reference  to  the  testimony,  it  is  manifest  that  the 
discipline  upon  the  steamer  was  lax,  and  not  a  proper 
charge  kept  of  the  vessel,  especially  under  the  circum- 
stances, as  rumors  were  rife,  and  had  reached  Captain 
Vardy,  that  the  destruction  of  the  steamer  had  been 
threatened. 

Mr.  Deaver,  the  engineer,  properly  discharged  his  duties 
and  took  every  care. 

The  ice-boat  and  its  Board  of  Commissoners  were  created 
by  an  Act  of  the  G-eneral  Assembly  of  Maryland,  passed 
March  20,  1867.  This  Act  made  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  and  of  the  Corn  and  Flour  Exchange  of 
Baltimore,  and  a  person  to  be  named  by  the  Marine  In- 
surance Companies,  a  Board  of  Commissioners,  to  be  styled 
*' The  Harbor  and  River  Relief  Board  of  Baltimore,"  into 
whose  hands  was  consigned  the  construction  of  the  boat, 
*'  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  open  and  free  from  ice  the  har- 
bor of  the  cityBaltimore,  and  the  access  thereto  in  all  weather 
and  under  all  circumstances."  They  were  authorized  to  ap- 
point a  superintendent,  officers  and  crew,  and  the  Board  were 
further  instructed,  in  the  language  of  the  Act,  "to  cause 
the  said  steamer  to  be  employed,  as  far  as  they  may  deem  pru- 
dent and  proper,  during  the  seasons  when  the  said  harbor 
may  be  unobstructed,  in  towing  vessels  and  aiding  in  pro- 
moting the  ingress  and  egress  of  the  same  to  and  from  the 
said  harbor,  and  in  and  upon  the  Chesapeake  Bay  and  the 
Patapsco  River,  at  such  moderate  rates  as  they  may  estab- 
lish, regard  being  had  to  the  interest  and  facilities  of  com- 
merce ;  provided  always,  that  said  steamer  shall  not  be  so 
employed  in  anywise  during  the  season  when  her  services  as 
an  ice-breaker  shall  be  needed,  except  in  the  case  of  vessels 
in  distress,  bound  to  or  from  said  city,in  which  service  she 
may  be  employed  by  the  Board  at  any  time,  when  her  ser- 
vices, if  any,  shall  be  compensated  only  as  in  the  nature  of 
towage,  and, not  salvage  services." 

The  bill  made  an  appropriation  of  |150,000,  to  be  paid 
by  the  State  and  city  equally,  and  also  an  annual  appro- 
priation of  |10,000,  to  be  made  by  the  city.  Under  this 
Act  the  Chesapeake  was  constructed,  and  Captain  David  C. 
Landis  appointed  Superintendent. 

The  money  obtained  from  the  Insurance  Companies  for 
loss  of  Chesapeake,  $84,233.70,  interest  on  same,  $3,408.09, 
and  amount  received  for  wreck,  $6,200,  was  appropriated  to 
the  building  of  the  Maryland,  and  with  an  appropriation  of 
$10,000  due  the  Commission  by  the  City  of  Baltimore  will 


finish  the  cost  of  her  construction.  The  amount  paid  by 
the  Insurance  Companies  on  the  Maryland^  $24,797.53,  will 
restore  that  boat  to  a  perfect  condition,  hut  she  will  not 
again  be  ready  for  service  during  the  present  winter.  It 
remains  now  to  consider  what  legislation  is  necessary  to 
keep  an  ice-boat  for  use  in  the  harbor  of  Baltimore  and  the 
waters  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Patapsco,  without  danger  of 
the  seemingly  inevitable  fate  that  has  followed  four  ice-boats 
in  succession.  The  Insurance  Companies  of  Baltimore  are 
unanimous,  as  far  as  your  Committee  could  ascertain,  in 
their  determination  not  to  insure  the  ice-boat  again  unless 
there  is  a  radical  change  in  her  management  and  the  pur- 
poses for  which  she  is  used. 

The  tug-boat  interest  in  the  port  of  Baltimore  is  an  import- 
ant one,  and  should  not  be  injured  by  the  competition  of  a 
boat  which,  by  reason  of  the  partial  support  given  it  by 
the  annual  city  appropriation  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  and 
its  exemption  from  State  and  city  taxes,  is  enabled  to  do 
the  work  of  towing  at  lower  rates  than  the  tugs.  It  is 
impossible,  your  Committee  believe,  to  establish  any  fair 
and  equitable  rates  of  towage,  as  the  value  of  service  ren- 
dered is  governed  by  the  particular  circumstances  of  each 
case.  So  long  as  the  ice-boat  is  brought  into  competition 
with  the  tugs  just  so  long  is  she  in  danger,  which,  together 
with  the  fact  of  the  unfairness  of  such  a  competition,  induces 
your  Committee  to  recommend  that  the  law  be  so  modified 
as  to  confine  the  ice-boat  to  the  duties  of  an  ice-breaker  only, 
to  tow  in  cases  of  actual  and  not  constructive  distress,  and 
when  her  services  are  required  as  a  lighter  to  relieve  vessels 
of  heavy  tonnage.  If  her  services  are  thus  confined  an 
annual  appropriation  of  $10,000  from  the  State  will  be  re- 
quired for  her  support,  in  addition  to  the  $10,000  appropri- 
ated by  the  city  annually.  The  ice-boat  is  a  necessity  both 
to  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  city  of  Baltimore  as  to 
the  State  craft  of  large  and  smaller  dimensions. 

Several  reports  circulated  in  Baltimore  and  throughout 
the  State,  against  the  management  of  the  ice-boats,  your 
Committee  have  found  unsupported  by  the  evidence.  One 
was  that  the  ice-boats  showed  preference  to  particular  ship- 
owners to  the  detriment  of  others.  We  have  no  proof  that 
in  any  case  was  this  ever  done  by  either  boat. 

Another  charge  was  that  the  ice-boat  was  used  as  a  tender 
to  the  North  German  Lloyd  line  of  steamers.  In  no  case 
lid  the  ice-boat  ever  accompany  one  of  the  steamers  without 
being  paid  for  her  service,  and  her  services  were  rendered 


under  a  regular  contract  witli  the  agent  of  that  line  both 
saisfactory  and  remunerative. 

In  the  management  of  the  new  boat  one  weak  future  of 
her  previous  management  should  be  remedied.  Heretofore 
but  one  watchman  has  been  kept  on  board.  There  should 
have  been  two.  Her  crew  should  be  increased  to  such  a 
number  as  to  allow  an  anchor  watch  always  to  be  main- 
tained on  board,  and  the  boat  should  be  kept  moored  in  the 
stream  and  an  officer  in  charge  at  all  times  when  the  boat 
is  in  service.  A  strict  discipline  should  be  maintained,  and 
a  regular  crew  employed  for  the  necessary  term  of  service. 
An  imperfect  watch  was  kept  on  the  boat  while  at  Reeder's. 
Extra  vigilance  should  have  been  exercised  on  the  boat  at 
all  times. 

The  Committee  would  recommend  that  the  law  be  so 
amended  that  the  Board  of  Management  be  increased  by  the 
addition  of  one  representative  from  the  city  of  Baltimore  and 
another  person  to  represent  the  State  of  Maryland. 

In  view  of  the  interests  involved,  your  Committee  would 
respectfully  request  the  publication  of  one  thousand  copies 
of  this  report  and  accompanying  testimony.  All  of  which 
is  respectfully  submitted. 

THOS.  McCOSKER,  Chairman. 
W.  A.  SMITH. 
JAMES  McCOLGAN. 
JOHN  STAYLOR,  Jr. 
J.  W.  DOUGHERTY. 


»•< 

FIRST  DAY. 

Tuesday,  February  13,  1872. 

The  Committee  appointed  by  the  House  of  Delegates  of 
Maryland  to  investigate  the  causes  of  the  destruction  of  the 
Ice  Boats,  Chesapeake  and  Maryland,  by  Resolutions  of  the 

House,  adopted  ,  1872,  met  pursuant  to  order 

a.t  Raine's  Hall,  in  the  City  of  Baltimore,  on  the  thirteenth 
day  of  February,  A.  D.  1872,  and  the  following  gentlemen 
were  present :  Thomas  McCosker,  Chairman  ;  James  Mc- 
Colgan,  John  Staylor,  Washington  A.  Smith  and  J.  W. 
Dougherty.  The  following  witnesses,  having  been  duly 
summoned,  testified  as  follows,  in  the  order  named  : 

HORATIO  L.  WHITRIDGE, 

President  of  The  Harbor  and  River  Relief  Board  of  Baltimore 

being  sworn,  gave  answers  to  interrogatories  propounded 

to  him  as  follows  : 
By  Mr.  McCosker. 

Question.  What  rules  did  your  Commission  establish 
for  the  conduct  of  the  ice-boat  ? 

Answer.  No  rules,  we  simply  gave  instructions  to  carry 
out  the  law  passed  March  20th,  1867. 

Question.     You  appointed  an  agent  ? 

Answer.     Yes  1 

Question.  What  was  the  arrangement  regarding  con- 
tracts for  towage? 

Answer.  This  matter  was  left  with  the  agent  in  consul- 
tation with  the  Commission.  When  the  Maryland  was 
burned,  we  had  only  been  doing  two  or  three  weeks  of 
towage. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  what  caused  the 
destruction  of  this  boat,  independent  of  the  fire  ? 

Answer.  Do  not  know  ;  have  not  made  up  my  mind  as  to 
the  cause. 


Question.     Did  you  make  a  thorough  examination  ? 
Answer.     I  did  not ;  I  am  lame  and  could  not  go  down  in 

the  hold.      Did  not  and  could  not  make  up  my  mind  what 
caused  the  fire. 

Question.     You  had  only  been  on  the  Commission  a  short 
time  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  but  a  few  weeks.  On  the  death  of  Albert 
Schumacher,  Esc[.,  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  I  was 
appointed  President  pro  tem.  and  became  a  member  of  the 
Commission  from  that  fact,  the  act  providing  for  its  first 
section  that  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  President 
of  the  Corn  and  Flour  Exchange,  and  one  other  person  by  a 
majority  of  the  Presidents  of  the  several  Marine  Insurance 
Companies,  shall  compose  the  Commission.  The  Commis- 
sion collected  insurance  amounting  to  $80,000  on  the 
Chesapeake,  and  this  gained  three  or  four  thousand  dollars 
interest,  and  this  was  appropriated  to  the  building  of  the 
new  boat. 

Question.  Has  the  ice-boat  been  used  for  towing  when 
the  harbor  was  unobstructed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  she  was  used  in  towing,  under  what  we 
considered  the  law. 

Question.      The  boat  was  not  used  against  your  orders  ? 

Answer.  No !  I  know  she  has  not  ;  there  have  been 
many  complaints  against  the  ice-boats.  The  old  Board 
were  much  complained  of  for  interfering  with  the  tow-boats. 

Question.  It  has  been  charged,  that  some  persons  have 
been  charged  for  towing  their  boats  and  some  not  ? 

Answer.  This  is  not  true  ;  but  Captain  Landis  can 
inform  you  more  particularly. 

By  Mr.  McColgan. 

Question.  Was  this  harbor  obstructed  any  time  during 
the  commission  of  the  boat  ? 

Answer.     No ! 

Question.     Who  were  the  Commission  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Schumacher  and  Captain  Wilson,  both 
since  dead,  and  Mr.  Young  was  the  first ;  Mr.  Young,  as 
President  of  the  Corn  and  Flour  Exchange,  is  a  member  of 
the  present  Commission,  with  R.  E.  Kirkland,  appointed 
by  the  underwriters,  and  myself,  as  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade. 
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WILLIAM  S.  YOUNG, 

President  of  the  Corn  and  Flour  Excliange,  and  member 

of  Commission,   being  sworn,  testified  : 
By  Mr.  McCosker. 

Question.  You  have  listened  to  the  questions  propounded 
to  Mr.  Whitridge  as  to  the  rules  established  for  the  man- 
agement of  the  Board? 

Answer.  There  were  no  written  rules,  all  orders  were 
verbal. 

Question.     There  were  no  rates  of  towage  established? 

Answer.  No.  I  have  always  told  the  Superintendent 
never  to  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  the  boat  was  for  the  in- 
terests of  the  city  and  the  relief  of  its  harbor,  and  in  all 
cases  to  make  his  charges  according  to  the  merits  of  the 
case. 

Question.     It  has  been  said  there  was  a  discrimination? 

Answer.     It  was  never  the  intention  any  vessel  should  be 
slighted,  but  to  heed  every  signal  of  distress.     I  impressed 
on  the  Captain  the  importance  of  not  making  the   boat  a 
towing  boat. 
By  Mr.  Dougherty. 

Question.  You  are  President  of  the  Corn  and  Flour  Ex- 
change? 

Answer.     Yes,  sir  ;  and  for  two  years  I  have  been  on  this 
Commission. 
By  Mr.  Smith. 

Question.  Please  give  us  the  particulars  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Chesapeake  ? 

Answer.  She  left  this  city  on  Saturday,  30th  December  ; 
a  great  deal  of  ice  in  the  bay.  She  had  been  to  Chesapeake 
City,  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  Mr.  Shriver,  to  relieve  his 
steamers.  Captain  Landis  objected,  but  Mr.  Shriver  impor- 
tuned, and  as  the  interests  involved  were  important  to  Bal- 
timore, the  Board  sent  the  boat.  On  the  next  day,  after 
her  return,  there  being  a  great  deal  of  broken  ice,  she  was 
sent  to  Sandy  Hook,  under  charge  of  Captain  Landis,  and 
when  near  Sandy  Hook  she  blew  up  and  took  fire.  She  had 
apparatus  on  board  to  put  out  fire,  but  I  do  not  know 
whether  or  not  it  was  used.  The  matter  was  not  investi- 
gated, as  Mr.  Schumacher  was  sick  and  Mr.  Wilson  re- 
signed. We  had  the  wreck  taken  up,  and  we  sold  every- 
thing we  could. 
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By  Mr.  Statlor. 

Question,     Did  you  continue  same  officers  ? 

Answer.     Only  Captain  Landis. 

Question.  Were  appliances  to  extinguish  fire  used  at  the 
late  fire  ? 

Answer.     I  do  not  know. 

Question.     Where  was  Captain  Landis  ? 

Answer.     In  city,  perhaps. 

Question.  Was  it  his  place  to  see  the  appliances  were  in 
order  ? 

Answer.     I  think  so. 

Question.  Was  Captain  Griggs  in  command  of  Mary- 
land? 

Answer.    No  ;  Captain  Yardy. 

Question.     Why  did  you  change  Captains  ? 

Answer.  From  the  same  rule  we  would  adopt  in  our 
private  afiairs.  We  had  a  heavy  loss,  and  we  dismissed 
those  who  were  unfortunately  connected  with  the  occur- 
rence. 

Question.  Was  there  any  suspicion  at  the  time  that  the 
Chesapeake  had  been  designedly  fired  ? 

Answer.  No  ;  I  never  thought  so.  I  never  heard  of  it 
until  within  the  past  few  days. 

Question.  Have  you  taken  steps  to  investigate  the  burn- 
ing of  the  Maryland  ? 

Answer.     Yes  ;  and  still  have  it  under  investigation. 
By  Mr.  McCqlgan. 

Question.  There  are  none  of  the  same  engineers  on  the 
Maryland  as  on  the  Chesapeake  ? 

Answer.     No  ;  the  engineers  are  not  under  our  control. 
The  engineers  are  placed  on  boats  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  engine  builders,   who   guarantee   the   engines  for  six 
months,  and  select  men  to  take  care  of  them. 
By  Mr.  McCosker.' 

Question.     This  is  the  custom  ? 

Answer.     Yes. 
By  Mr.  Statlor. 

Question.     Had  you  carefully  examined  everything  ? 

Answer.     Every  part  of  the  machinery  and  boat  had  been 
carefully  examined,  and  the  Commissioners  were  thoroughly 
satisfied  with  her. 
By  Mr.  McColgan. 

Question.  The  boats  were  under  charge  of  Captain  Lan- 
dis? 
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Answer.     Yes. 

Question.  All  orders  issued  by  him  were  obeyed  by  the 
Captains? 

Answer.     Yes. 

Qaestion.     Who  employed  the  subordinates  ? 

Answer.  The  Commission  itself  selected  Captain  Vardy. 
He  came  highl}^  recommended.  I  do  not  know  how  Cap- 
tain G-riggs  was  appointed,  as  he  was  in  office  before  I  be- 
came Commissioner,  two  3''ears  ago. 

Question.     How  were  the  other  officers  appointed? 

Answer.     The  engineers  by  Mr.  Reeder,  the  crew  by  Mr. 
Landis,  I  believe. 
By  Mr.  Statlor. 

Question.  The  engineer,  Reeder,  was  under  the  orders  of 
Captain  Landis? 

Answer.     Yes. 
By  Mr.  McCosker. 

Question.     Had  you  a  watchman  ? 

Answer.     Yes  ;  his  name  was  Miskelly. 

R.  R.  KIRKLAND, 

Member  of  Board,  being  sworn,  testified. 
By  Mr.  McCosker. 

Question.     Were  you  a  member  of  the  original  Board  ? 

Answer.  No  ;  but  I  suppose  I  know  more  about  it  than 
any  member  of  the  Board  except  Mr.  Parr.  For  years  we 
had  been  without  an  ice-boat,  and  cut  off  from  the  world  for 
certain  periods  in  the^year,  and  various  means  were  devised 
to  relieve  the  harbor,  which  was  closed  here  for  two 
months.  The  oyster  trade  suffered  largely  ;  a  num- 
ber of  persons  were  thrown  out  of  employment.  The 
coal  trade  suffered,  and  miners  were  living  upon  charity  ; 
the  import  and  export  trade  suffered  much.  The  Norfolk 
boats  would  be  compelled  to  go  into  Annapolis,  and  the 
damage  to  every  material  interest  was  great.  All  were 
convinced  of  the  necessity  of  keeping  the  harbor  open.  The 
Committee  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and  Committee  of  the  Corn 
and  Flour  Exchange  appointed  Messrs.  Parr  and  self  to 
prepare  a  bill  for  Legislative  action.  We  drew  this  bill,  and 
Mr,  Wallis  put  it  in  legal  form.  We  went  to  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  at  the  very  first  we  met  with  violent  opposition 
from  the  tug-boat  interest.  They  stated  towing  could  not 
be  done,  that  the  law  was  unconstitutional,  but  Mr.  Wallis 
eaid  it  was  as  legal  to  remove  obstructions  from  the  top  of 
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the  water  as  it  was  to  remove  tliem  from  the  hottom.  We 
put  it  in  this  shape  hecause  the  Corn  and  Flour  Exchange 
is  composed  of  gentlemen  largely  interested  in  the  trade  of 
Baltimore  and  Maryland,  and  the  Board  of  Trade  the  same. 
Messrs.  Schumacher  and  Parr  were  then  Presidents  of  those 
bodies,  and  never  were  there  two  more  intelligent  and  patri- 
otic men,  and' more  identified  with  the  interests  of  the  city 
and  State  than  any  member  of  the  Legislature,  then  and 
now.  The  boat  was  built  and  went  to  work,  and  was  the 
best  managed  interest  in  the  State.  Mr.  Blake  opposed  it. 
An  attempt  was  made  to  break  up  this  Commission,  and  to 
place  the  boat  in  the  hands  of  the  Mayor,  Register  a,nd 
others,  at  the  last  Legislature.  There  was  no  foundation 
for  the  charges  made,  and  we  proved  it  satisfactorily,  and 
the  bill  never  got  out  the  House.  Captain  Griggs  was  ap- 
pointed Captain.  He  had  been  a  pilot  for  years,  and  it  was 
thought  that  a  pilot  could  best  tow  vessels  of  a  large  capacity 
over  the  shoals  and  shallows.  The  accident  to  the  Chesa- 
peake occurred  and  Griggs  was  put  out.  It  was  alleged 
that  the  engineer  was  culpable,  and  there  was  an  investiga- 
tion. It  was  proven  that  at  the  explosion  the  fire  was  ex- 
tinguished, and  the  fire  that  destroyed  the  boat  took  place 
"two  hours  after,  while  every  one  was  busy  attending  to  the 
man  who  was  killed,  and  the  two  men  who  were  scalded. 
The  explosion  was  in  daylight,  and  at  night  the  fire.  Mr. 
Eeeder  made  the  engines,  they  were  perfectly  satisfactory. 
Mr.  Shriver,  agent  of  a  valuable  line  of  steamers,  applied 
to  have  the  ice-boat  sent  to  Chesapeake  City  to  have  his 
boats,  laden  with  valuable  merchandise  for  Baltimore  mer- 
chants, cut  out.  Captain  Landis  did  not  want  the  boat  to 
go,  but  Mr.  Shriver  said  he  would  send  a  trusty  pilot  who 
knew  that  part  of  the  bay,  and  the  Commissioners  sent  her. 
She  ran  aground,  and  the  Engineer  said  she  had  got  sand 
in  her  boilers.  They  could  do  nothing  on  account  of  the 
weather  at  the  time  of  the  explosion  in  getting  up  the 
Chesapeake,  but  they  advertised  for  proposals  for  raising 
her,  and  in  the  mean  time  Captain  Cooper  and  a  diver  went 
there  and  staked  her  out.  Only  one  proposal  was  received, 
and  at  last  the  contract  v/as  given  to  Baker  at  50  per  cent. 
It  took  him  two  months  to  raise  her.  No  men  stood  higher 
than  the  gentlemen  in  charge  of  the  boat.  I  went  to  Mayor 
Banks  and  Mr.  Barnes  and  told  them  this  is  a  matter  that 
concerns  the  merchants,  and  attend  your  own  business.  The 
city  gave  $75,000  towards  building  the  boat,  and  $10,000 
per  annum  for  her  support.     The  other  boat  (the  Chesa- 
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peake)  was  destroyed;  $80,000  was  received  for  her  insur- 
ance, and  this  was  put  out  at  interest.  There  is  no  other 
instance  of  an  interest  account  on  your  State  or  city  books. 
It  was  a  city  and  State  fund  in  the  hands  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, and  the  design  was  that  the  city  and  State  should 
each  subscribe  |10,000  for  her  support.  The  Chesapeake 
never  towed  without  charge.  Mr.  Schumacher  always  paid 
her.  One  of  this  line  ran  aground  a  short  time  ago,  costing 
thousands  of  dollars,  whichwould  not  have  occurred  had  this 
boat  been  in  existence.  The  Maryland  was  insured,  and 
will  be  repaired  without  any  demand  upon  the  State.  The 
bill  provided  for  the  appointment  of  a  Superintendent  to 
make  contracts,  &c.  He  has  an  office  in  the  city.  The 
captain  was  not  allowed  to  contract  a  bill  or  pay  one.  He 
was  instructed  if  any  vessel  was  in  distress  to  aid  her.  In 
the  winter  time  tug-boats  are  often  useless.  There  was  no 
discrimination.  The  charge  was  for  cost  of  service  rendered 
and  not  the  value  of  boats. 
By  Mr.  McCosker. 

Question.     Would  it  not  be  better  to  confine  the  ice-boat 
to  breaking  the  ice? 

Answer.     No.     The  channel  is  shallow  ;  if  a  large  vessel 
touched  the  lumps,  the  ice  boats  tow  her  off  and  over  the 
shoals. 
By  Mr.  Smith. 

Question,     Would   it  not  be  better,  then,  for  her  to  be 
coniined  to  breaking  a  track  for  the  tug-boats? 

Answer.  No.  We  had  suffered  so  much  from  their 
exactions.  We  have  during  the  year  a  hundred  vessels 
going  to  and  fro,  and  the  charges  have  been  enormous. 
The  Amazon  the  other  day  was  charged  $300.  They  have 
often  charged  the  most  extraordinary  sums. 
By  Mr.  McCosker. 

Question.     Have  you  heard  anything  of  any  bad  feeling 
entertained  by  the  tug-boat  men  against  the  ice-boats? 

Answer.     I  have  heard  it.     Under  the  third  section  of 
the  law  we  have  the  full  right  to  tov/. 

Question.     What   is    the   character   of   the   engineer   of 
Maryland  ? 

Answer.     Good. 

Question.     Is  he  intemperate? 

Answer.     Never  heard  of  any  complaints  against  him. 

Question.     Who  is  your  agent? 

Answer.     A  most  faithful   gentleman — Captain  Landis. 
He  was  not  on  the  Chesapeake  at  time  of  fire  ;  it  was  not 
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his  duty  to  be  tliere.     My  impression  is  the  fire  commenced 

below. 

By  Mr.  Staylor. 

Question.     What  is  your  opinion  as  to  cause  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  believe  accidental,  because  the  fires 
were  found  carefully  banked.  We  believed  Mr.  Griggs 
was  a  good  officer,  but  because  he  lost  his  boat  we  removed 
him.  We  made  every  inquiry  as  to  Captain  Vardy,  and 
were  well  satisfied  with  his  character  and  ability.  He 
slept  on  board  every  night.  An  engineer  slept  on  board  ; 
he  was  found  smothered.  It  was  not  their  duty  to  be  on 
board.  The  captain  of  a  ship  always  ships  his  own  men. 
Our  instructions  were:  "If  you  see  a  man  drinking  or 
negligent,  discharge  him,  and  we  will  justify  you. 
By  Mr.  McOosker. 

Question.  We  have  heard  tug-boat  men  were  making 
threats  against  the  ice-boat  ? 

Answer.     So  I  have  heard.     Mr.   James  Wbeedon  said 
that  had  he  heard  a  conversation  he  had  heard  at  Cole- 
man &  Bailey's  store  before  insuring  the  boat,  he  would 
have  returned  the  premium. 
By  Mr.  Staylor. 

Question.     How  many  ice-boats  have  been  destroyed  ? 

Answer.     This  is  the  fourth  ;  the  Relief  and  the  Patapsco 
being  the  two  first. 
By  Mr.  Smith. 

Question.     There  are  grave  suspicions  ? 

Answer.  Yes  :  and  we  wish  a  reward  of  |5^000  offered. 
By  Mr.  Dougherty. 

Question.     How  much  did  State  appropriate? 

Answer.  One-half.  We  owe  $9,500  on  new  boat.  The 
appropriation  of  $10,000  made  by  City  Council  last  year, 
and  which  we  did  not  draw,  will  make  this  up.  The  Mary- 
land is  an  improvement  on  the  Chesapeake.  We  have  put 
in  engines  that  save  50  per  cent,  of  fuel,  and  improved  her 
hull. 

Question.  Tou  are  the  representative  of  the  Marine 
underwriters,  I  believe,  on  the  present  commission  ? 

Answer.     I  am. 

Question.  Is  an  investigation  been  had  regarding  Mary- 
land? 

Answer.     Yes.     The  investigation  of  the  Fire  Inspector 
is  completed,  and  his  report  in  the  hands  of  the  printer, 
and  will  be  ready  to-morrow. 
By  Mr.  McCosker. 
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Question.     Has  section  4  of  law  been  complied  with  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  The  Legislature  meets  only  once  in  two 
years.  The  report  of  last  year  of  the  Commission  will  be 
incorporated  with  the  report  for  this  year,  and  sent  to  the 
General  Assembly.  The  Maryland  was  ready,  instead  of  on 
the  3d  of  Septempber  as  expected,  on  the  4th  of  January. 
The  Commission  all  this  time  have  been  doing  the  best  we 
can.  No  persons  are  more  interested,  except  those  who 
wish  to  get  charge  of  her,  to  make  money  out  of  her. 
By  Mr.  DouGHERTr. 

Question.     Does  the  captain  fix  the  charge  for  towage? 

Answer.     He  reports  to  the  Superintendent,  who  consid- 
ers what  the  cost  of  service  is,  and  calculates  its  worth. 
By  Mr.  McCosker. 

Question.     Who  supervised  the  building  of  the  boat? 

Answer.     Captain  Landis — a  most  worthy,  efficient  and 
honorable  officer. 
By  Mr.  Smith. 

Question.     Mr.  Eeeder  put  the  engines  in  the  Maryland? 

Answer.     Yes  ;  and  the  law  was  complied  with  in  every 
respect. 

Question.     What  is  your  opinion  about  the  fire? 

Answer.     It  must  have  been  produced  by  incendiarism 
or  spontaneous  combustion.     There  was  no  fire  in  the  galley 
after  dinner.     Captain  Vardy  forbid  supper  being  cooked  on 
board  from  fear  of  fire. 
By  Mr.  McCosker. 

Question.     How  long  had  the  Maryland  had  her  coal  on 
board  ? 

Answer.  Took  coal  on  Saturday.  We  had  a  contract 
with  Gilmor  Meredith,  and  her  bunkers  were  filled  as  she 
needed  it.  Captain  Miskelly,  the  watchman,  was  a  superior 
man.  He  had  been  a  captain  of  a  vessel,  but  the  decrease 
in  the  shipping  interest  compelled  him  to  put  bread  in  his 
mouth  this  v/ay.  He  was  beyond  suspicion. 
By  Mr.  Dougherty. 

Question.     What  is  his  age? 

Answer.     About  48. 
By  Mr.  McColgan. 

Question.     Who  was  on  the  Maryland  at  time  of  fire? 

Answer.     The  watchman  and  engineer. 

Question.     Is  Captain  Griggs  in  town  ? 

Answer.     I  think  so. 

Question.     What  was  Captain  Landis'  objeiction  to  going 
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to  Chesapeake  City  with  the  Chesapeake? 

Answer.  He  was  afraid  of  what  happened  ;  the  boat 
running  aground,  getting  dirt  in  her  boilers,  and  foaming. 
By  Mr.  McCosker. 

Question.  Were  the  safety-valves  and  gauge- cocks  of 
Chesapeake  in  bad  condition  ? 

Answer.  No  ;  but  when  she  was  raised  it  was  impossible 
to  examine. 

Question.  It  has  been  stated  that  the  ice-boat,  on  one 
occasion,  towed  out  the  Chattanooga,  and  a  vessel  on  the 
other  side  that  applied  to  be  taken  out  was  refused  ? 

Answer.     Likely. 

Question.     Is  the  assertion  true? 

Answer.  I  know  not.  Mr.  Landis  was  more  anxious  to 
make  money  for  the  boat  than  the  Commission. 

Question.     Ought  he  not  have  carried  out  both? 

Answer.     Yes  ;  unless  he  had  a  reason. 
By  Mr,  Smith. 

Question.  Was  there  a  bad  feeling  between  the  tug  and 
ice-boats  ? 

Answer.     Yes  ;  very  strong  feeling. 
By  Mr.  McCo^er. 

Question.  Would  it  not  be  well  to  change  the  law  ;  for- 
bid her  towing  ? 

Answer.     No  ;  these  large  vessels  need  her  services. 

Question.  Then  her  towage  might  be  confined  to  certain 
tonnage? 

Answer.     No  ;  we  discussed  all  these  points.     I  believe 
if  there  is  any  legislation  needed  you  might  regulate  the 
charge  for  towage  just  as  you  regulate  the  rates  of  hackmen. 
The  charges  are  sometimes  exorbitant. 
By  Mr.  Smith. 

Question.     Could  so  much  be  charged  per  hour  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  Jif  contract  is  exorbitant  the  Courts 
could  set  it  aside. 

By  Mr.  McCosker. 

Question.  Stringent  measures  should  be  adopted  to  secure 
the  boat  from  injury? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  the  insurance  companies  refuse  to  re-in- 
sure. We  might  take  the  cost  of  insurance  and  employ 
four  watchmen. 

Question.     Did  you  think  one  was  enough  ? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  there  is  a  suspicion  in  the  matter  of  the 
Chesapeake  that  she  was  burned  to  cover  up  traces  of  neg- 
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ligence.     The  damage  by  explosion  was  triflingj  and  yet  in 
two'hoursthe  whole  boat  was  in  flames. 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  the  fate  of  the  ice-boats  suf- 
ficient to  excite  suspicion  ? 

Answer.  A  ship,  sooner  or  later,  must  meet  its  fate  ;  a 
sailing  vessel  to  be  wrecked  and  a  steamship  burned.  The 
ice-boat  is  of  importance  to  the  people  of  the  whole  State. 
The  planter  bringing  his  produce  is  delayed,  and  finds, 
when  he  reaches  here,  an  overstocked  market.  The  State's 
interest  is  as  much  identified  with  the  interest  of  the  mer- 
chants in  the  success  of  the  ice-boat.  The  efi'orts  made  at 
the  last  Legislature  to  break  up  Commission  will  doubtless 
be  repeated. 

Question.     Who  employed  hands? 

Answer.     The  Captain.     He  reported  to  Superintendent 
for  his  approval. 
By  Mr.  McColgan. 

Question.  Could  not  one  or  two  tug-boats  bring  up  the 
heaviest  vessels  ? 

Answer.  No.  The  ice-boat  is  700  horse  power,  the  tug- 
boats about  80  only.  The  heavy  vessels  sometimes  have  to 
be  lightened  at  Annapolis,  or  at  Swann  Point.  The  Com- 
mission would  be  much  facilitated  by  the  construction  of  an 
iron  boat  as  auxilliary. 

The  Committee  then  adjourned  until  next  day  at  10 
o'clock,  at  the  oflSce  of  the  Fire  Inspector,  No.  8  South 
street. 
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SECOND  DAY. 

Wednesday,  February  14,  187 2. 
E.  P.  FOLGER 

sworn  and  testified : 
By  Mr.  McCosker. 

Question.  Were  you  familiar  with  the  working  of  the 
ice-boats  ? 

Answer.     I  have  some  knowledge. 

Question.     Had  you  any  dealings  with  them  ? 

Answer.  No  ;  they  were  of  no  positive  use  ;  once  one  of 
the  steamers  belonging  to  the  line  of  which  I  am  President, 
the  Maryland  Steamboat  Company,  broke  her  shaft  and  the 
ice-boat  towed  her  up  for  $125,  which  I  was  of  the  opinion 
was  extravagant. 

Question.     Did  you  object? 

Answer.     Yes. 

Question.     Did  you  see  the  Commissioners  ? 

Answer.     No  ;  no  one  but  Landis. 

Question.     What  would  have  been  usual. 

Answer.     Fifty  dollars. 

Question.     Was  it  summer  or  winter  ? 

Answer.     Winter. 

Question.     She  had  to  be  towed  through  the  ice  ? 

Answer.     Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  your  boats  experienced  any  difficulty  in 
getting  out  ? 

Answer.     Yes  ;  the  difficulty  arose  from  the  ice-boat  get- 
ting out  late  ;  too  late  for  us  to  receive  any  benefit  from  the 
ice-boat  in  making  a  track. 
By  Mr.  Smith. 

Question.  When  the  steamer  with  broken  shaft  was 
towed  up  was  there  any  ice  requiring  breaking  ? 

Answer.     I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Was  it  blowing  hard,  stiff  from  the  north'- 
west  ? 

Answer.     I  do  not  know  ;  the  captain  can  tell  better. 

Question,  Was  there  any  dereliction  on  the  part  of  the 
ice-boat  in  getting  out  ? 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  our  boats  left  at  7  o'clock,  and  it 
vr^s  not  until  8  or  9  o'clock  that  the  ice-boats  went  out. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  the  charge  of  discriminating 
on  the  part  of  the  ice-boats  in  favor  of  certain  parties  ? 

Answer.     No, 

Question.  What  in  your  opinion  was  the  cause  of  the 
destruction  of  the  last  boat  ? 

Answer.     Incendiarism. 

Question.     What  do  you  suppose  was  the  motive  ? 

Answer.     In  the  tow-boat  interest. 

Question.     What  legislation  would  you  suggest? 

Answer.  That  the  purpose  of  the  ice-boat  being  to  keep 
the  harbor  clear,  when  used  as  tow-boat  the  charge  should 
be  according  to  the  cost  of  service.  An  ice-boat  organized 
and  worked  on  that  principle  should  give  satisfaction  to  all. 

Question.  Would  not  that  increase  the  tug-boat  diffi- 
culty ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  her  duty  would  be  to  keep  the  harbor 
open  and  to  assist  vessels  only  in  distress. 

Question.  What  do  you  understand  as  the  cause  of  the 
destruction  of  the  Chesapeake  ? 

Answer.     Drunkenness  and  carelessness. 

Question.     No  design  of  incendiary  ? 

Answer.     No. 

Question.     What  intemperance  was  connected  with  it  ? 

Answer.  Heard  both  engineer  and  firemen  were  intem- 
perate men. 

Question.  How  do  you  account  for  the  fire  not  occur- 
ring for  some  time  after  the  explosion  on  the  Chesapeake  ? 

Answer.  By  the  fire  scattering  and  not  being  properly 
looked  after. 

Question.  What  was  the  general  impression  of  steam- 
boat men  regarding  the  Chesapeake  ? 

Answer.  That  it  was  a  holiday  affair,  gotten  up  for 
amusement  and  pleasure  trips.     She  was  of  no  practical  use. 

Question.  The  ice-boat,  properly  managed,  would  be  of 
service  ? 

Answer.     Yes  ;  but  the  ice-boat  would  not  go  down  un- 
less she  had  a  tow,  and  would  come  back  in  the  same  track 
she  made  going  down. 
By  Mr.  McColgan. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  any  jealousy  towards  the  ice- 
boat on  the  part  of  tug  boatmen  ? 
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Answer.  Yes  ;  there  was  a  deep  feeling  towards  tbe  ice- 
boats on  the  part  of  the  tug  men. 

DAVID  C.  LANDIS, 

Superintendent,  sworn  and  testified  : 
By  Mr.  McCosker. 

Question.     You  are  the  Superintendent  of  the  ice-boats  ? 

Answer.     Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  any  established  rules  for  the  man- 
agement of  those  boats  ? 

Answer.  No.  None  except  the  law.  Written  rules 
would  be  difficult  to  carry  out. 

Question.     You  had  general  charge? 

Answer.  Yes.  Pretty  much  with  consultation  by  Com- 
missioner. 

Question.     What  were  your  duties  ? 

jl^nswer.  To  collect  her  bills  she  had  earned  ;  to  visit  the 
vessel;  to  see  that  every  one  was  on  the  spot  attending  to 
their  business  ;  to  see  she  was  in  good  order,  and  generally 
to  supervise  her. 

Question.     Were  they  any  uniform  charges? 

Answer.  No.  It  would  be  impossible  ,  the  charges  are 
various,  and  regulated  by  distance  and  draught  of  water, 
expenses  of  boat  and  circumstances.  Some  times  they  were 
three  days  at  work  on  a  large  boat.  The  cost  of  coal  and 
incidental  expenses  had  to  be  considered. 

Question.  Was  there  ever  any  discrimination  in  favor  of 
or  against  any  particular  person  ? 

Answer.     Never. 

Question.     Was  favor  shown  to  any  particular  persons? 

Answer.  We  have  gone  to  Canton  and  in  Curtis'  Creek 
some  times  to  break  the  ice  for  a  small  charge,  but  never 
discriminated  or  showed  preference  for  any  one.  In  towing 
the  North-German  ships  we  received  $75  every  trip,  except 
on  one  occasion,  when  we  received  $50  ;  and  on  another, 
when  the  Ohio  was  ashore  on  the  mud,  |130.  Sometimes 
we  did  not  even  put  a  line  to  her,  but  we  were  paid  just  the 
same. 

Question.  What  was  the  usual  hour  for  the  Chesapaake 
to  leave  the  wharf? 

Question.     Was  she  ever  delayed  ? 

Answer.  Never,  except  when  she  had  a  vessel  to  tow  dov/n, 
and  was  compelled  to  wait  for  her.  For  instance,  a  captain 
would  engage  the  boat  to  take  his  vessel  down  the  next 
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morning,  and  would  not  be  ready,  owing  to  incidental 
delays.  Some  times  the  ice-boat  would  go  back  after  her, 
after  having  gone  down  and  broken  the  track. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  of  the  ice-boat  taking  out 
the  Chattanooga  and  refusing  to  take  a  vessel  at  the  same 
time  from  the  other  side  of  the  wharf? 

Answer.  I  remember  that  when  the  Chattanooga  was 
taken  out,  the  brig  Maggie  Vail  was  lying  near.  The  Chat- 
tanooga had  waited  all  day  for  a  tug-boat,  and  we  carried 
her  out.  We  got  back  at  4  o'clock,  and  the  captain  of  the 
Maggie  Vail  said  I  would  like  to  have  gone,  but  I  was  not 
ready.  It  was  getting  late,  and  winter  nights  come  soon. 
We  had  either  to  take  the  brig  out  or  wait  till  morning.  As 
I  said,  we  had  got  back  from  down  the  river  at  4  o'clock,  and 
had  but  few  hours  of  daylight  left.  We  carried  the  brig 
out  as  far  as  Sandy  Hook,  and  returning,  about  two  miles, 
the  Chesapeake  exploded. 

Question.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  origin  of  the 
fire  ? 

Answer.  Explosion.  When  the  boiler  exploded,  the 
fire  was  thrown  all  around  the  vessel.  The  crew  became 
alarmed  ;  one  man  dead,  the  others  scalded.  The  fires 
were  raked  out.  When  fire  was  discovered  there  was  no 
steam. 

Question.     Who  appointed  the  engineer? 

Answer.  I  did,  on  the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Keeder. 
By  Mr.  McColgan. 

Question.     Did  you  know  of  his  intemperance? 

Answer.  I  heard  he  had  been,  but  had  quit  for  a  year. 
He  had  been  on  the  Monarch.  I  told  him  the  first  time  I 
heard  of  his  being  seen  with  a  glass  in  his  hand  I  would 
discharge  him.  I  would  not  wait  for  his  being  seen  under 
the  influence  of  drink,  but  the  mere  fact  of  his  taking  one 
drink  would  be  the  warrant  for  his  discharge.  He  said 
well. 

Question.  Did  you  examine  the  safety-valves  and  guages 
of  the  Chesapeake  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  A  month  before  explosion  we  had  her 
cleaned  out  in  every  part,  and  everything  was  in  good 
working  order.  Captain  Shriver,  of  the  Philadelphia  line 
of  steamers,  made  application  to  the  Commissioners  to  go 
to  Chesapeake  City  and  cut  out  the  ice  some  steamers  of  that 
line.  I  objected,  but  the  Commissioners  said  the  boats  con- 
tained goods  of  great  value  belonging  to  Baltimore  mer- 
chants,  and   sent   the   boat   against   my  judgment.      Mr 
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Shriver  put  one  of  his  own  pilots  familiar  with  that  part  of 
the  Chesapeake  bay  on  the  boat,  but  she  run  ashore  in 
broad  daylight  and  in  clear  weather.  Mr.  Eeeder  in  pump- 
ing the  engines,  getting  her  off  the  shore,  got  mud  in  her 
boilers. 

Question.  Did  you  give  the  captain  any  instructions 
when  he  left  on  this  trip  ? 

Answer.  None  ;  but  that  if  he  found  the  trip  would  take 
too  iong,  to  come  back.  Shriver's  captain  was  put  on  as 
pilot,  for  though  the  captain  of  the  Chesapeake  was  a  pilot, 
he  was  not  acquainted  with  that  part  of  the  bay.  Our 
pilots  do  not  know,  and  have  no  occasion  to  know  anything 
about  it. 

Question.  The  ChesapefTke  did  not  reach  Chesapeake 
City  ? 

Answer,     No.     The  captain  found  that  it  was  going  to 
take  too  long,  and  he  came  back.     He  was  ashore  two  hours 
and  finally  worked  her  off. 
By  Mr.  McCosker. 

Question.  Has  the  ice-boat  ever  passed  small  boats  in 
distress  for  large  ones? 

Answer.  No  !  sir,  I  remember  once  going  to  relief  of 
two  pungies  in  Chester  river.  The  usual  charge  of  towing 
an  oyster  pungy  was  $15  or  less. 

Question.     What  were  your  instructions  on  this  subject? 

Answer.  To  pay  particular  attention  to  our  State  craft, 
and  to  assist  them  at  all  and  every  opportunity.  I  have  told 
oystermen  myself  to  lay  hold  of  her  whenever  opportunity 
jpresented,  and  there  would  be  no  difficulty  about  the  price. 

Question.  Did  Captain  Griggs  ever  tell  you  that  the 
Chesapeake  was  set  on  fire  ? 

Answer.     Yes  !  but  what  proof  has  he. 

Question.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  cause  of  the 
destruction  of  the  Maryland  ? 

Answer.  I  think  she  was  set  on  fire  but  it  is  hard  to  say, 
the  act  is  so  criminal  and  the  penalty  death. 

Question.     Did  you  hear  any  threats? 

Answer.     No,  but  I  had  heard  wishes  for  her  destruction. 

Question.     You  knew  she  had  enemies  ? 

Answer.     Yes  ;  and  my  instructions  to  the  watchman  was 
to  be  particular. 
By  Mr.  McColgan. 

Question.     Who  gave  instructions  to  the  watchman? 

Ansv/er.     I  and  the  Captain  both. 

Question.  Were  any  old  men  from  the  Chesapeake  re- 
tained on  the  Maryland  ? 
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Answer.  Yes  ;  a  man  wlio  was  a  careful  deck  hand,  and 
who,  when  Ihe  Chesapeake  was  fired,  jumped  overboard  and 
carried  tlie  disabled  to  the  shore. 

Question.  Was  Captain  Griggs  employed  on  steam  ves- 
sels before? 

Answer.  He  is  a  pilot,  and  had  experience  in  steam  ves- 
sels before  the  war.     He  is  trusty  in  every  sense. 

Question.     Had  the  Captain  the  power  to  remove  a  man? 

Answer.     Not  without  reporting  to  me. 

Question.     He  had  the  power  to  appoint? 

Answer.  Yes.  He  had  no  instructions  on  this  point,  but 
it  was  understood.  Never  had  occasion  to  interfere  but  once 
or  twice. 

Question.     Your  approval  was  necessary? 

Answer.     Yes,  sir.     All  appointments  had  to  meet  with 
my  approval. 
By  Mr.  Smith. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  been  connected  with  the 
ice-boat  ? 

Answer.  Since  ISGT.  I  have  been  connected  from  the 
first. 

Question.     At  what  salary  ? 

Answer.     $1,500  per  annum. 

How  long  are  you  on  duty,  and  have  you  been  on  duty 
since  your  appointment  ? 

Answer.     All  the  year. 

Question.  What  precautions  did  you  take  for  the  safety 
of  the  boat? 

Answer.  The  employment  of  a  watchman,  together  with 
the  usual  precautions. 

Question.     Who  appointed  the  watchman  ? 

Answer.     The  Commissioners. 

Question.     What  is  his  character  for  sobriety  ? 

Answer.     Good,  so  far  as  I  know. 

Question.  What  was  the  character  in  this  respect  of  the 
officers  of  the  Chesapeake  ? 

Answer.  Good.  All  that  I  ever  heard  to  the  contrary 
was  that  the  mate  said  he  smelled  liquor  on  the  engineer. 
I  have  never  heaed  any  more  on  the  subject  before  or  since. 

Question.     One  of  the  boilers  exploded? 

Answer.     Yes. 

Question.     Was  there  any  examination  ? 

Answer.  At  the  time  there  could  not  be,  as  she  was  in 
the  water. 

Question.  Who  did  you  hear  of  her  officers  impute  the 
destruction  of  the  Chesapeake  to  incendiarism  ? 


25 

Answer.     Captain  Griggs. 

Question.     Did  any  of  the  Commissioners  say  so? 

Answer.     No. 

Question.  What  was  the  date  of  the  destruction  of  Ches- 
apeake and  commencement  of  Maryland  ? 

Answer.  The  Chesapeake  was  destroyed  on  December 
31st,  and  the  Maryland  was  begun  in  May. 

Question.  You  held  the  same  relation  to  the  latter  as  to 
the  former? 

Answer.     All  the  time. 

Question.     Any  changes  made  in  the  boat? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  her  model  was  altered,  so  that  in  one  in- 
stance if  she  had  tow  behind  her,  and  would  come  against 
ice  through  which  she  could  not  break,  she  was  so  modelled 
that  when  her  tow  would  collide  with  her  she  would  bounce 
off  to  the  right  or  left,  and  no  damage  be  done. 

Question.     Any  change  in  iire-room  ? 

Answer.     Change  in  the  number  of  boilers. 

Question.     Was  everything  safe  there  ? 

Answer.  Every  particle  of  wood  work  was  covered  with 
iron,  and  everything  safe.  I  mean  the  wood  work  subject 
to  heat,  and  some  distance  beyond  and  above  what  is  neces- 
sary or  usual. 

Question.     Was  the  watchman  capable? 

Answer.  He  was  a  good  man  and  a  safe  man,  and  was 
in  the  employ  of  Captain  Leslie  as  long  as  they  had  a  ship. 

Question,  Were  you  on  the  Maryland  after  she  ca,me  up 
on  her  last  trip  ? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  I  was  there  on  her  arrival,  and  every- 
thing was  right  and  every  one  at  his  post.  The  fires  were 
banked  and  the  usual  precautions  taken.  At  1  o'clock 
Sunday  the  engineer  went  down,  looked  in  the  furnaces  ;  all 
the  fires  were  back,  and  no  life  in  them.  The  watchman  took 
charge  in  the  afternoon.  The  assistant  engineer  went  on 
board  at  3  o'clock,  and  was  found  in  his  night  clothes  on  the 
cabin  floor.  The  presumption  is  that  being  awakened  by 
the  smoke,  he  rushed  to  the  stairs  of  the  cabin,  and  was 
driven  back  by  the  flames  of  the  bulkhead.  He  then  made 
for  the  skylight,  his  only  other  means  of  egress,  and  was 
overcome  and  fell  senseless  upon  the  floor,  where  he  was 
fortunately  seen  through  the  skylight  and  rescued.  His 
wounds,  however,  were  mortal,  and  he  died  in  a  few  days. 
The  watchman,  when  he  went  on  board  at  four  o'clock  or 
thereabouts,  found  everything  all  right.  The  fire  took 
place  on  Sunday  evening,  January  28th,  while  she  was 
moored  at  the  end  of  the  pier  of  Chase's  wharf. 
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Question.  Do  not  the  facts  indicate  incendiarism?  Give 
us  your  answer. 

Answer.     It  looks  suspicious. 

Question.     What  did  the  watchman  tell  you? 

Answer.  He  told  me  that  he  had  been  in  the  cabin,  and 
when  he  came  up  he  saw  in  the  oil-room  or  engineer's  room 
the  fire.  There  were  twenty-four  buckets  of  water  stand- 
ing within  reach  for  just  such  emergencies. 

Question.  The  fire  may  have  been  burning  an  hour  or 
two? 

Answer.  No  ;  not  that  long.  The  boat  is  burned  much 
more  below  than  on  deck.  She  is  built  of  yellow  pine  wood, 
and  the  resinous  matter  had  been  drawn  to  the  surface  of 
the  wood  by  the  heat. 

Question.  How  do  you  account  for  the  fact  that  the 
watchman  did  not  smell  the  fire  ? 

Answer.     I  cannot  tell. 

Question.     Was  it  a  clear  night?  * 

Answer.     Yes  ;  it  was  a  clear  night. 

Question.  The  watchman  during  the  evening  had  left 
the  boat  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  he  went  aboard  a  brig  to  get  some  match- 
es before  the  fire. 

Question.     You  kept  regular  accounts? 

Answer.     Yes,  I  kept  a  book. 

Question.  Please  send  it  to  this  Committee  ;  there  was 
no  discrimination,  you  say,  in  favor  of  the  Chattanooga  ? 

Answer.     No,  sir  ; 

Question.  What  is  your  opinion,  as  to  necessary  legisla- 
tion, on  this  subject? 

Answer.  I  think  the  law  is  everything,  proper  and  per- 
fect. 

Question.  Do  you  think  insurance  could  be  obtained 
again  on  the  boat  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  but,  if  I  was  an  underwriter,  I 
should  hesitate,  because  after  paying  $35,000  in  the  spring, 
they  are  now  called  to  pay  $24,000  more. 

Question.  What  is  your  opinion,  as  to  management  of 
these  boats  ? 

Answer.     Nothing  could  have  been  managed  better. 

Question.  How  could  you  have  an  ice-boat,  so  that  it 
could  not  be  burned  ? 

Answer.     By  the  employment  of  more  watchmen. 
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Question.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  have  no  cliarges  for 
towage  ? 

Answer.  Certainly,  if  you  would  appropriate  more 
money. 

Question.  Would  not  the  tug-boats,  answer  all  purposes 
of  towing  ? 

Answer.  A  broad  ship  will  not  follow  a  narrow  track  ; 
the  ice  crowds  around  her  ;  I  have  seen  the  ice  closing 
around  the  rudder  of  the  boat.  Boats  in  the  ice  are  in  dan- 
ger of  going  ashore. 

Question.  How  can  we  prevent  the  conflict  between  the 
ice-boats  and  the  tugs  ? 

Answer.  By  establishing  a  tariff  of  charges  ;  for 
instance,  when  the  tugs  charge  for  towing  an  oyster  boat 
$50,  make  it  $15. 

Question.     What  did  the  steamer  charge? 

Answer.     According  to  cost  of  service, 
By  Mr.  Dougherty. 

Question.     A  vessel  in  the  ice  is  in  danger? 

Answer.     Yes,  in  danger  of  being  pressed  ashore. 
By  Mr.  McCosker. 

Question.  Is  it  not  a  custom  to  have  two  men  watch- 
men on  a  vessel  ? 

Answer.     Yes,  in  foreign  parts,  I  would  remark  here, 
that  in  more  than  thirty  years  command  of  ships  ;  I  never 
asked  a  dollar  of  the  underwriters  . 
By  Mr.  Smith. 

Question.     There  was  a  feeling  against  the  ice-boat  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  among  the  tugmen  ;  they  said  to  me 
we  do  not  care  for  your  towing,  but  it  is  the  prices.  The 
Dupont  charged  a  vessel  |500  from  Maggotty  River  to  Bal- 
timore. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  tow  a  boat  for  the  Maryland 
Steamboat  Company  ? 

Answer.      Yes,    below   Seven    Foot    Knoll,  for  which  I 
charged  them  $100. 
By  Mr.  McColgan. 

Question.  When  you  go  down  and  come  back,  willthe 
ice  freeze  hard  and  solid  ? 

Answer.  The  cakes  will  soon  adhere,  but  the  ice  between 
the  cakes  is  but  a  half  inch  or  so  thick. 

Question.     Do  you  come  back  same  track? 

Answer.  No,  Sir  ;  we  widen  the  track  so  that  two  or 
three  ships  can  pass  ;  it  is  not  so  difScult  to  pass  through. 
Bv  Mr.  McCosker. 
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Question.  How  long  after  the  fire  commenced  on  Mary- 
land, was  it  before  the  arrival  of  the  engines  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  one  was  there  when  I  got 
there  :  two  engines  broke  down  on  their  way,  the  one 
nearest  got  there  and  it  took  a  general  alarm  to  get  others  ; 
it  was  difficult  to  persuade  firemen  on  board  for  fear  of  an 
explosion,  though  the  engineers  had  taken  the  precaution 
to  shove  the  safety  valves  back  ;  the  Maryland  had  eight 
safety  valves. 
By  Mr.  Staylor. 

Question.     What  is  the  cause  of  enemies? 

Answer.  It  is  the  prices  charged  by  ice-boats  ;  the  tow- 
boats  get  $500  for  a  job  while  ice-boat  is  not  running,  for 
which  they  can  only  get  $60  ;  the  brig  Latimer  asked  them 
to  take  lier  out ;  one  time  it  was  $300^  at  another  SoO. 

Question.     Did  the  ice-boat  relieve  any  one  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  anybody-  ;  we  sent  after  ocean  ship,  John 
Templar,  above  Thomas  Point,  without  a  pilot,  otherwise 
she  would  have  gone  ashore. 

Question.     Tour  disposition  was  friendly  to  tugs  ? 

Answer.     Yes,  I  think  ;    the   ice-boat    helped  the  tugs 
in  opening  a  track  for  them. 
By  Mr.  Dougherty. 

Question.     Do  you  believe  you  could  regulate  towing  ? 

Answer.     I  am  not  lawyer  enough  to  know. 

Question.     Could  you  not  regulate  it  in  ice  time  ? 

Answer.  I  would  make  a  liberal  rate  from  the  1st  of 
December  to  the  1st  of  March. 

Question.     Why  is  the  ice-boat  used  as  a  tow-boat  ? 

Answer.     I  much   prefer,  and    the  Commissioners  also, 
that  she  should  not  touch  a  vessel,  but  then  it  would  re- 
quire heavy  appropriations  to  sustain  her. 
By  Mr.  McCosker. 

Question.     She  would  be  needed  with  heavy  vessels  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  the  channel  is  narrow  and  in  some  places 
shallow,  and  if  the  vessel  sticks  the  ice-boat  can  get  her  off. 
By  Mr.  Smith. 

Question.  How  much  appropriation  annually  would  be 
required  from  the  State,  if  the  ice-boat  did  not  charge  for 
towage  ? 

Answer.     $10,000.     I  do  not  remember  the  cost  of  run- 
ning the  ice-boat  exactly.     She  used  from  36  to  45  tons  per 
day. 
By  Mr.  McCosker. 

Question.  If  so  useful,  how  is  it  that  merchants  do  net 
sustain  the  ice-boat? 
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Answer.  She  could  not  be  kept  for  less  than  $55  per 
day.  In  the  summer  a  small  tug  would  do.  The  harbor 
has  had  four  ice-boats,  all  of  which  have  been  burned  ;  the 
Patapsco,  the  Relief,  the  Chesapeake  and  the  Maryland. 

Question.     How  many  tugs  are  in  the  harbor  ? 

Answer.     About  twenty. 

CAPT.  JOSEPH  VARDT 

being  sworn  testified  : 
By  Mr.  McCosker. 

Question.  Were  you  in  command  of  the  Maryland  at  the 
time  of  the  fire  ? 

Answer.     Yes,  sir. 

Question.     How  were  you  appointed? 

Answer.     By  the  Commissioners. 

Question.  Had  you  the  privilege  of  appointing  your 
officers  ? 

Answer,  Yes  ;  but  of  course  I  should  have  let  Captain 
Landis  known.  I  engaged  a  mate  for  one  month.  I  had 
many  offered.  Wellener  &  Buck  recommended  a  man 
named  Kirby,  who  was  at  Petersburg,  and  I  engaged  Jar- 
vis,  a  man  well  known  and  who  understood  his  business, 
until  Kirby  would  return. 

Question.     What  tariff  of  towing  charges  did  you  have? 

Answer.  No  fixed  rate.  The  boat  was  to  assist  and  pro- 
tect the  commerce  of  the  port,  and  at  the  same  time  to  try 
and  make  expenses. 

Question.     Did  you  treat  every  one  alike? 

Answer.     Yes.     I  would  not  show  any  partiality. 

Question.  When  you  left  the  Maryland  on  the  day  of  the 
fire  did  you  leave  any  one  on  her  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  I  gave  instructions  to  the  watchman  to 
keep  a  lookout ;  not  to  allow  any  strangers  on  board.  I 
have  been  sleeping  on  board  generally.  The  boat  had 
always  some  one  on  watch.  I  would  go  down  about  9^ 
o'clock  every  evening  and  stay  there  all  night,  with  most  of 
my  men  and  firemen.  The  mate  and  crew  took  their  meals 
on  board,  but  on  Sunday  I  ordered  there  should  be  no  fire 
in  the  galley  after  dinner. 

Question.     What  was  your  object  ? 

Answer.     To  prevent  danger  of  fire. 

Question.     What  time  did  you  go  ashore  this  Sunday? 

Answer.     About  9  or  10  o'clock. 
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Question.  At  the  time  of  the  fire  the  watchman  had 
charge  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  I  was  always  careful  in  instruotiug 
him. 

Question.     Was  he  a  faithful  man? 

Answer.     Yes,  sir.     He  had  been  a  captain  himself,  and 
knew  his  position.     He  was  trustworthy;  and  as  far  as  I 
could  see  discharged  his  duties. 
By  Mr.  ^Taylor. 

Question.     How  old  is  he? 

Answer.     About  fifty  years  of  age. 
By  Mr.  McCosker. 

Question.     When  did  you  hear  of  the  fire? 

Answer.  Heard  the  bell  and  went  towards  the  wharf. 
Was  at  my  house,  No.  88  Washington  street.  When  I  got 
to  foot  of  Bond  street  saw  it  was  the  boat  on  fire. 

Question.     Had  you  heard  of  any  threats  ? 

Answer,  Heard  Captain  Griggs  say  he  thought  the  boat 
would  be  destroyed.  Captain  Anderson,  of  a  tug-boat,  said 
in  the  presence  of  Captain  Landis,  "  he  wished  the  boat 
would  burn  up." 

Question.  What  was  the  position  of  affairs  on  your  ar- 
rival ? 

Answer.  The  engines  were  at  work  ;  went  aft  and  some 
one  said  one  of  my  men  was  in  the  cabin.  We  got  him  out. 
It  was  the  second  engineer,  who  has  died  since  from  his  in- 
juries. I  got  under  the  cabin  floor,  and  saw  fire  all  through. 
Thought  the  only  chance  to  save  her  was  to  sink  her.  The 
deck  was  on  fire.     Did  everything  necessary  to  be  done. 

Question.     Were  the  fire  engines  effective? 

Answer.     The  Fire  Department  did  all  it  could. 

Question.     What  is  your  opinion  as  to  cause  of  fire? 

Answer.  The  boat  was  set  on  fire.  Have  had  control  of 
vessels.  I  run  to  New  York  and  Charleston,  and  was  on  the 
Eelief  two  or  three  years.  Never  took  the  same  amount  of 
care  and  precaution  on  any  boat  as  I  took  on  this.  All  the 
stanchions  and  wood-work  were  covered  with  iron.  One 
day  some  wood-work  showed  effects  of  exposure  to  heat ;  the 
next  morning  had  it  covered  with  iron.  The  floors  were  of 
iron  and  cement,  and  the  beams  over  and  around  the  boilers 
were  covered  with  iron.  If  I  thought  she  could  have  caught 
accidentally  I  would  tell  you  so. 

Question.     You  gave  orders  to  admit  no  strangers  ? 

Answer.     Yes,  sir  ;  I  ordered  the  chief  officer  and  watch- 
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man  to  seize  any  suspicious  characters  that  might  come  on 
board,  and  to  tie  them  and  keep  them  until  I  came  aboard. 
By  Mr   McColgan. 

Question.  Was  it  right  for  all  to  leave  except  watch- 
men ? 

Answer.     I  depended  on  the  watchman. 

Question.     Did  you  consider  the  watchman  sufficient? 

Answer.     Yes  ;  on  Sunday. 

Question.  Was  it  perfectly  proper  for  him  to  leave  the 
boat  when  in  his  charge  ? 

Answer.     I  cannot  say  that.     He  left  for  a  short  time. 

Question.  When  you  went  home  this  Sunday,  who  did 
you  leave  on  the  boat  ? 

Answer.  All  hands  ;  four  men  besides  the  mate.  I  o-are 
orders  one  man  should  always  be  there  during  the  day.  At 
night  Captain  Miskelly  took  charge.  He  was  to  take  charo-e 
at  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  The  mate  generally  told  me 
when  he  was  going  away,  but  did  not  on  Sunday. 

Question.     Were  the  doors  and  windows  closed? 

Answer.     Not  always.     I  told  Miskelly  nearly  every  day 
to  be  careful.     One  man  on  watch  was  sufficient,  as  I  had 
no  apprehensions  at  that  time. 
By  Mr.  Smith. 

Question.     You  had  no  apprehension? 

Answer.  No ;  not  at  that  time.  Captain  Griggs  told  me 
if  I  kept  on  towing  the  boat,  would  be  destroyed.  Called 
on  Captain  Jones,  but  they  did  not  tell  me  they  were  o-oino- 
to  set  the  boat  on  fire. 

Question.     Did  you  think  one  man  sufficient? 

Answer.     Yes  ;  at  the  time  I  thought  one  man  was  suf- 
ficient. 
By  Mr.  Dougherty. 

Question.  Up  to  the  time  of  the  burning  of  the  Mary- 
land you  had  but  one  watchman,  and  up  to  that  time  you 
thought  one  watchman  sufficient? 

Answer.     One  man  was  not  sufficient  if  the  boat  had 
enemies. 
By  Mr.  Smith. 

Question.  Were  not  your  suspicions  excited  bj  what  you 
had  heard  ? 

Answer.     I  cannot  say  whether  or  no. 
Question.     Yes  or  no  ? 

This  question  was  pressed  by  Messrs.  McCoIgan  and 
Smith  for  some  time,  without  haying  an  answer. 
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Bj  Mr.  Smith. 

Question.  Did  you  take  any  extra  precautions  in  the 
presence  of  the  enmity  to  the  tug-boats  ? 

Answer.     No. 

Question.     Did  you  do  your  full  duty? 

Answer.  If  the  boat  had  enemies  one  watchman  was  not 
enough. 

Question.     Captain  Landis  was  your  superior? 

Answer.     Yes. 

Question.  Did  he  ever  suggest  to  you  to  take  greater 
precaution  ? 

Answer.     No ! 

Question.     How  many  firemen  were  on  the  boat? 

Answer.     Five  ! 

Question.     Were  they  under  you  ? 

Answer.     No,  they  were  under  the  chief  Engineer  1 

Question.  Had  he  the  right  to  leave  the  vessel  wheneyer 
he  pleased  ? 

Answer.  I  think  he  had  the  right  to  state  to  me  when 
he  was  to  leave  or  not ! 

Question.     What  watch  was  set  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Jarvis  had  gone  to  his  sister-in-law  and 
I  was  at  home.  The  asssistant  engineer,  Mr.  Woolsey,  was 
in  the  cabin  and  several  men  remained  until  the  watchman 
took  charge  of  the  boat.  Then  all  left  except  the  assistant 
engineer,  sleeping  in  the  cabin,  who  received  injuries  by  the 
fire  that  produced  his  death  a  few  days  after  1 

Question.  After  the  thing  was  over  and  the  fire  out  did 
not  you  think  that  you  ought  to  have  made  more  provision? 

Answer.  If  I  had  known  the  boat  was  going  to  be  set  on 
fire  I  would  have  been  there  ! 

Question.     Did  you  think  the  boat  would  burn  ? 

Answer.  No  !  Had  I  done  so  I  would  have  known  that 
one  man  was  not  sufficient  ! 

Question.     What  did  Capt.  Grigg  say  to  you  ? 

Answer.  About  a  week  before  the  burning  he  said  to  me 
that  he  feared  they  would  do  some  injury  to  the  ice-boat  ! 

Question.     They? 

Answer.     Do  not  know  whom  he  alluded  to  1 

Question.     Yes,  but  were  you  not  speaking  of  towing  ? 

Answer.     Yes,  Capt.    Griggs  said  they  were  enraged  at 
my  towing  ! 
By  Mr.  McColqan. 
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Question.  Were  you  aware  of  any  feeling  against  this 
boat  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  it  and  went  to  see  Mr.  Jones  about  it. 
Nothing  was  said  about  the  boat  being  burnt  ! 

Question.     Did  Capt.  Landis  warn  you  ? 

Answer.  Capt.  Landis  told  me  he  feared  the  boat  would 
be  burned  up  ! 

Question.     Wliat  did  Captain  Jones  say  ? 

Answer,  He  said  the  Council  would  be  petitioned  to  pre- 
vent the  ice-boat  towing  ! 

Question.  Did  not  your  conversation  with  him  excite 
your  suspicions  that  some  of  the  tug-boat  men  might  do 
your  boat  injury  ? 

Answer.     Yes  ! 

Question.     Did  you  then  give  any  special  orders  ? 

Answer.     I  did  not  ! 

Question.     Had  not  suspicion  been  aroused? 

Answer.  Yes,  but  I  cannot  say  it  did  sufficient  for  me  to 
set  a  double  watch  ! 

Question.  Here  is  your  testimony  on  page  16  of  the  Fire 
Inspector's  repoit.     Is  it  correct? 

Answer.     That  is  my  statement  ! 
By  Mr.  Statlor. 

Question.     You  think  the  boat  was  set  on  fire? 

Answer.     Yes  I 

Question.  Do  you  think  your  watchman  was  an  efficient 
man  ? 

Answer.     Yes ! 

Question.     You  think  so  now  ? 

Answer.     Yes ! 

ALEXANDER  JONES,  (sworn.) 

By  Mr.  MgCosker. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  been  connected  with 
tug-boats  in  this  city  ? 

Answer.     Ten  years  next  June  ! 

Question.     Are  you  connected  with  the  shipping  interests  ? 

Answer.  Was  first  a  pilot  and  then  captain  of  a  vessel 
for  twenty  years. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  any  threats  against  the  Mary- 
land ?  ■" 

Answer.     Never  threats  of  violence. 

Question.     What  were  complaints  ? 
3 
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Answer.  That  it  was  hard  case  that  the  tug-boats  work- 
ing all  the  year  round,  paying  city  and  State  taxes,  that  the 
city  and  State  should  furnish  opposition. 

Question.  The  ice-boat  towed  at  all  times  and  every 
opportunity? 

Answer.     Yes,  sir  ;  yes,  when  there  was  no  ice. 

Question.  Any  complaints  against  management  of  ice- 
boats ? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  the  Chesapeake  was  not  regular,  and  she 
■was  called  away  frequently. 

Question.  The  boat  is  an  ice-boat,  but  does  not  the  law 
prohibit  her  from  being  used  as  a  tow-boat  except  in  cases 
of  distress? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  ;  we  have  all  felt  that  the  ice- 
boat worked  at  a  moderate  price  that  we  could  not  live  at. 
AVe  must  charge  more  in  winter  than  in  summer. 

Question.  What  are  your  views  as  to  the  proper  use  of 
ice-boats  ? 

Answer.  My  view  is  that  she  ought  to  go  ahead  to  break 
the  ice  ? 

Question.  Could  not  rates  of  towage  be  fixed  for  the 
winter  and  summer  months? 

Answer.  Certainly  ;  but  if  we  ask  nothing  for  our  sum- 
mer work  we  ought  to  be  paid  in  winter. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  special  favor  shown  any 
one  by  the  ice-boats  ? 

Answer.     No,  sir. 
By  Mr.  Smith. 

Question.  How  can  a  boat  be  kept  here  without  being 
burned  ? 

Answer.     I  do  not  believe  the  boat  was  set  on  fire.     There 
was  the  Chesapeake,  Portland,  and  other  vessels  destroyed. 
It  is  no  unusual  thing.     I  have  had  two  boats  burned,  and 
have  run  ashore  several  times. 
By  Mr.  Statlor. 

Queston.     The  tug-boats  run  in  opposition  ? 

Answer.     Yes,  sir. 
By  Mr.  Smith. 

Question.  What  is  your  idea  of  the  management  of  the 
ice-boats  ? 

Answer.  I  think  there  was  gross  carelessness.  A  crew 
should  have  been  put  aboard  and  kept  there  under  proper 
regulations.  The  watchman  of  the  Maryland  has  been 
dismissed. 

Question.     How  did  the  fire  occur  ? 
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Answer.     By  explosion  of  cotton  waste  saturated  with 
oil,  alcohol,  &c.j  and  thrown  into  a  corner.     But  this  is 
only  conjecture. 
By  Mr.  McColgan. 

Question.     Do  you  own  the  Dupont  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  own  in  part  the  Mary  Shaw  and 
Emma, 

Question.     No  knowledge  of  threats  ? 

Answer.     No,  sir. 

Question.     Capt.  Yardy  called  on  Tou  ? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  he  called  and  had  a  conversation,  and 
said  he  would  see  the  other  tug-boat  men  and  pacify  them. 

Question.     Can  your  boats  tow  the  largest  vessels  ? 

Answer.     Yes  ;  except  when  there  is  ice. 

Question.  Is  there  any  other  difl&culty  experienced  by 
vessels  of  large  tonnage  in  getting  in  and  out  of  our 
harbor  ? 

Answer.     Yes. 


THIRD  DAY. 

Thursday,  February  15,  1872. 

J.  C.  DEAYER 
Sworn  and  testified. 
By  Mr.  MgCosker. 

Question.     What  was  your  connection  with  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Maryland  ? 

Answer.     I  was  Chief  Engineer  of  both. 

Question.     Were  you  Engineer  of  the  Maryland  at  the 
time  of  her  destruction  ? 

Answer.     Yes. 

Question.     Were  you  on  the  Chesapeake  ? 

Answer.     The  first  eighteen  months  of  its  service. 

Question.     Did  you  resign  or  were  you  discharged  ? 

Answer.     I  had  a  slight  difficulty  with  Capt.  Landis  and 
quit. 
By  Mr.  McColgan. 

Question     What  was  the  condition  of  her  boiler  ? 
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Answer.  As  good  when  I  left  as  when  they  left  the 
shop. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  how  they  were 
when  the  explosion  took  place? 

Answer.     No,  sir. 
By  Mr.  McCosker. 

Question.     Had  you  plenty  of  help  ? 

Answer.  No  ;  we  had  hut  two  Engineers,  one  for  each 
hattery  of  hoilers,  which  was  not  sufficient  at  times  ;  once 
I  was  on  duty  forty-eight  hours,  in  which  I  did  not  lay 
down  ;  it  w^as  necessary  for  the  engineers  always  to  be  on 
duty. 

Question.  What  time  did  the  Maryland  arrive  the  night 
before  she  burned  ? 

Answer.  At  twent}''  minutes  after  9  o'clock  ;  I  put  it 
down  half-past  9  o'clock  ;  the  fires  were  banked. 

Question.     Who  was  left  on  board  ? 

Answer.     Three  men  were  left  on  the  boat  ;  I  had  given 
strict  orders  that  two  men  should  always  be  on  hand  ;  on 
the  Sunday  night  in  question  there  was  no  supper  provided 
for  them,  and  they  went  home  to  supper. 
By  Mr.  McColgan. 

Question.  Is  it  customary  for  the  fireman  to  visit  the 
fire-room  to  see  if  all  is  right  ? 

Answer.     When  we  have  a  sufficient  number  of  men  the 
anchor  watch  is  kept  up  all  the  time,  but  when  men  worked 
all  day  it  was  utterly  impossible  for  them  to  keep  Avatch  at 
night. 
By  Mr.  McCosker. 

Question.     Would  six  firemen  have  been  sufficient? 

Answer.  Six  would  have  been  better  than  four  ;  I  ought 
to  have  had  eight. 

Question.  What  would  have  been  the  proper  number  of 
engineers? 

Answer.  Four,  then  each  man  would  do  twelve  hours 
work. 

Question.     How  many  firemen  ? 

Answer.  Six  firemen  and  two  coal  passers  ;  then  a  con- 
tinual watch  could  have  been  kept  up  in  the  fire-room. 

Question.     Was  the  door  leading  to  the  fire-room  closed  ? 

Answer,  There  was  no  door  ;  there  was  only  a  bulkhead 
around  the  boilers  ;  there  was  nothing  to  prevent  any  one 
from  going  below,  there  being  an  iron  grating  with  iron 
steps  and  the  aperture  always  open  and  no  way  to  close  it. 

Question,     Had'you  use  for  cotton  waste  aboard  ? 
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Answer.  Yes  ;  we  used  it  for  starting  the  fires  in  the 
morning. 

Question.     Is  there  machinery  to  polish  ? 

Answer.  None  at  all ;  we  had  an  ash-box  on  the  grating 
in  which  all  the  waste  was  thrown. 

Question.  There  was  no  possibility  of  fire  originating 
from  waste  thrown  about  the  fire-room  ? 

Answer.     No,  sir. 

Question.     Is  there  any  danger  from  the  banked  fires? 

Answer.  No  :  and  there  is  no  draught,  and  it  is  a  matter 
of  impossibility  ;  if  you  bank  your  fires  and  turn  the 
draught  it  cools  immediately  ;  it  takes  eight  pounds  of 
steam  to  work  the  donkey  engine,  and  by  Sunday  at  3 
o'clock  I  had  no  steam. 

Question.  Was  there  any  stove  besides  the  one  in  the 
cabin  ? 

Answer.     One  in  pilot-house  and  one  in  galley. 

Question.  Are  you  aware  the  latest  hour  that  fire  was 
in  the  galley  ? 

Answer.  At  dinner ;  the  cook  then  went  away  and 
locked  the  galley  up. 

Question.  No,  because  no  one  could  get  in  ;  there  was 
no  fire  in  galley  ? 

Answer.     No  one  could  get  in  galley  after  dinner. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  see  the  ice-boat  pass  vessels  ice- 
bound in  distress  ? 

Answer.  This  boat,  never  ;  eaw  a  sloop  once  while  going 
down  on  the  Chesapeake  inside  the  fort,  no  ice  moving,  and 
she  near  the  track  ;  this  was  the  only  time  in  my  recollec- 
tion ;  heard  of  pungies  being  in  distress  in  Chester  River  ; 
went  to  their  assistance  ;  one  was  cut  through ;  they  be- 
longed to  Collins. 

Question.     What  is  your  opinion  of  night  watchman? 

Answer.  He  came  aboard  at  3,  4,  5  and  6  o'clock,  was 
always  on  wharf  when  we  got  up.  There  was  only  one 
objection,  he  could  not  be  got  to  go  below.  I  never  staid  on 
board  but  one  night. 

Question.     Was  he  a  sober  man  ? 

Answer.  He  was  a  sober  man.  I  never  sav/  him  drink 
so  as  to  be  incapacitated  for  duty. 

Question.     Did  you  hear  any  threats  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  a  fireman  say  that  the  tug-boats  were 
raising  war. 

Question.      What   time    did    Chesapeake    leave    in  the 
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Answer.  About  5  or  6  o'clock ;  never  later  than  6, 
except  when  he  had  an  order  to  tow  a  vessel  out,  when 
sometimes  we  would  wait  till  8  or  9  o'clock,  if  the  track 
was  broken. 

Question.  Did  she  ever  remain  until  9  o'clock  when 
harbor  was  closed  ? 

Answer.     Not  in  my  knowledge. 
By  Mr.  Staylor. 

Question.  Did  you  see  the  boiler  of  Chesapeake  after 
explosion  ? 

Answer.     I  saw  the  boiler  come  to  the  shop  after  explo- 
sion.    The  iron  was  good.     Mr.  Kirkland  is  mistaken  about 
the  flue  having  burst,  it  was  the  shell.     I   noticed  on   the 
outside   starboard  surface  a  bulge,    caused   by  dirt   bein 
there. 

Question.     Was  the  iron  of  good  quality  ? 

Answer.     ''A  No.   1;"    the  dirt  was  the  cause  of  the 
bulge. 
.By  Mr.  McColgan. 

Question.     You  made  the  first  trip  in  Chesapeake? 

Answer.     Yes. 

Question.     How  long  did  she  run  ? 

Answer.     About  three  years. 

Question.     What  was  the  force  on  the  Chesapeake? 

Answer,  Four  firemen  and  coal  passers.  Had  water 
tender  on  Maryland,  but  none  on  Chesapeake.  Ought  to 
have  had  one,  but  dollars  and  cents  were  in  the  way. 

Question.     How  many  boilers  on  Chesapeake? 

Answer.  Six  boilers  and  twelve  furnaces  ;  four  firemen 
and  coal  passer. 

Question.     How  many  on  Maryland? 

Answer.  Four  boilers  and  eight  furnaces  ;  four  firemen 
and  coal  passer. 

Question.     The  same  force  in  the  same  proportion  ? 

Answer.     Yes. 

Question.     How  was  the  floor  of  fire  room  protected? 

Answer.  With  cast  iron  plating  laid  on  fire  clay,  which 
makes  it  fire-proof.  The  plating  might  be  red  hot  and  not 
afiected. 

Question.     How  long  have  you  been  engineer? 

Answer.     Since  1852. 

Question.  Any  heat  in  boilers  would  be  sufficient  to  set 
fire  to  woodwork? 

Answer.  No  sir  ;  if  it  did  not  do  so  when  eighty  pounds 
of  steam  was  on,  it  would  hardly  do   so  when  there  was 
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none.     I  put  up  the  engines  in  both  boats,  and  every  care 
■was  used. 

Question.     What  did  you  mean  by  anchor  watch  duty  ? 

Answer.  I  meant  for  the  fireman  to  watch  fire  room 
only. 

Question.  What  would  be  the  use  of  watching  a  room 
"whea  all  these  precautions  were  takea  ? 

Answer.  Actually  none  ;  but  it  is  customary,  and  an  act 
of  Congress  requires  it. 

Question.  With  five  men  could  you  not  keep  such  a 
watch  ? 

Answer.     No  ;  they  were  all  at  work. 

Question.     Were  you  sometimes  on  deck? 

Answer.     Sometimes. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  any  order  of  Captain  Vardy  to 
leave  no  one  on  board  ? 

Answer.     None. 

Question.     Did  you  know  of  such  orders? 

Answer.     No. 

Question.     Did  you  ever  see  men  come  on  board  ? 

Answer.     Yes. 

Question.     Did  any  one  attempt  to  prevent  them  ? 

Answer.  No  ;  it  was  after  the  watch  was  set  that  I  heard 
Captain  Vardy  say  to  Miskelly  :  "If  any  one  comes  on 
board,  catch  him,  tie  him  and  wait  till  I  come." 

Question,     Was  the  watchman  competent  to  tie  any  one? 

Answere.  There  were  always  two  of  my  men  on  board. 
The  boat  once  caught  fire. 

Question.     What  part  took  fire  ? 

Answer.  We  went  down  to  Hibernian  ;  on  the  way  back 
we  had  a  heavy  fire,  and  the  woodwork  caught.  We 
hauled  fires  and  blowed  fires  out,  and  next  morning  put 
sheets  of  iron  en  the  woodwork.  I  reported  the  fire  to 
Captain  Vardy,  who  told  me  to  get  iron,  he  would  be 
responsible.  This  was  in  the  fire  room. 
By  Mr.  McColgan. 

Question.     No  chance  for  fire  to  get  back  of  boilers? 

Answer.     No ! 

Question.     High  or  low  pressure? 

Answer.     High  ! 

Question.     Anybody  else  besides  Watchman? 

Answer.  Yes,  my  hands  had  to  stay.  1  selected  single 
men  who  had  no  need  to  go  home  ! 

Question.  What  is  your  opinion  of  cause  of  fire  on 
Maryland  ? 
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Answer.  Incendiary.  It  could  not  have  occurred  in  any 
other  way  ! 

Question.     Where  do  you  think  it  originated  ? 

Answer.  On  the  back  end  of  the  after  boiler  cabin-bulk- 
head! 

Question.     How  do  you  account  for  it  running  forward? 

Answer.  I  think  it  started  there  because  the  kelson  was 
only  burned  and  the  fire  caught  the  resinous  matter  drawn 
from  the  beams  b}'  the  heat.  The  beams  were  of  rich 
yellow  pine  and  the  draught  towards  the  fire-room  door 
carried  the  fire  forward  ! 

Question.     Have  you  any  further  reason  for  this  opinion  ? 

Answer.  The  bulkhead  of  the  cabin  must  be  nearly 
burnt  through.  The  3'oung  man  who  was  sleeping  in  the 
cabin  started  for  the  steps  adjoining  the  bulkhead  and  was 
driven  back  and  burned.  A  finer  young  man  never  lived. 
I  said  once  to  the  watchman  that  he  ought  to  take  a  lantern 
and  go  through  the  boat  and  see  no  lights  left.  The  watch- 
man said  he  did  not  think  it  was  his  business.  The  only 
part  of  the  vessel  exposed  to  heat  was  that  portion  exposed 
to  steam-heat ! 

JAMES  T.  McCLEARY,  (sworn.) 

By  Mr.  McCosker. 

Question.     What   position    did  you  have  on  Maryland  ? 

Answer.     Fireman. 

Question.  What  rules  were  established  regarding  watch- 
ing by  firemen  ? 

Answer.  Two  were  required  to  watch  when  fires  were 
banked  ! 

Question.     How  did  you  arrange  it  on  this  Sunday  ? 

Answer.  Me  and  Murphy  were  there  all  day.  At  4^ 
o'clock  we  understood  we  we  were  to  have  no  supper  aboard, 
so  we  went  to  our  homes  to  get  supper  ! 

Question.     Wliat  time  did  you  leave  ? 

Answer.     About  4|  o'clock  ! 

Question.     Had  you  returned  by  time  of  fire  ? 

Answer.  I  live  on  Chestnut  street,  between  Hillen  and 
Gay  streets.  Had  started  from  home  and  from  Chestnut 
street  I  saw  the  light.  I  proceeded  on  the  way,  and  when 
at  the  corner  of  Caroline  and  Wilke  streets  heard  the  alarm. 
When  I  reached  the  corner  of  Block  street  I  ran  and  then 
saw  the  boat  in  a  blaze.  The  policemen  had  ropes  stretched 
across  the  wharf  and  would  not  let  me  pass.     While    they 
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were  engaged  disputing  with  another  party  I  jumped  the 
rope  and  soon  after  met  Miskellj.  I  said,  how  comes  this  ? 
He  answered  that  all  he  knew  "  he  saw  fire  in  galley  and 
gave  alarm."  There  was  no  water  being  thrown.  Heard 
some  one  say  there  was  a  man  in  the  cabin.  Some  one 
went  down  skylight,  tied  a  rope  around  him  and  he  was 
pulled  out.  Met  Salisbury,  who  said,  where's  Deaver  ? 
I  said,  I  did'nt  know.  He  said,  you  had  better  let  him 
know.  I  went  and  did  so,  and  also  informed  Woolsey's 
brother  of  his  injuries.  I  remained  with  Woolsey  the  bal- 
ance of  night.     Never  was  aft  of  the  boat  ! 

Question.  What  was  the  object  of  the  police  in  stopping 
you? 

Answer.     I  do  not  know  ! 

Question.     Did  you  see  any  lire  engines  ? 

Answer.  Saw  one  standing  at  the  corner  of  Caroline  and 
Thames  streets  ! 

Question.     It  had  not  thrown  water  ? 

Answer.     None  ! 

Question.     Did  you  hear  any  threats  against  ice-boat? 

Answer.     No,  Sir  ! 
By  Mr.  Staylos. 

Quest-ion.  There  were  always  two  on  watch  when  fires 
were  banked  ? 

Answer.     Yes ! 

Question.     Did  you  have  permission  to  leave  this  Sunday  ? 

Answer.     No_,    Sir,  from  no  one  ;  we  fixed    the  fires  so 
that  they  could  not  burn  through  before  we  got  back  ! 
By  Mr.  MjColgan. 

Question.     You  say  j^ou  saw  no  engines  at  work  ? 

Answer.     None  at  work. 

Question.     Did  you  see  Capt.  Vardy  ? 

Answer.     No^  but  I  heard  his  voice. 

Question.     Are  you  certain  as  to  the  time  you  left  home  ? 

Answer.     No  ;  it  was  after  dark. 

Question.  Are  you  certain,  you  saw  light  on  Chestnut 
street,  near  Gay,  and  did  not  hear  the  bells  ring  until  yon 
reached  Caroline  and  Wilke  streets  ? 

Answer.  I  am  certain. 

Question.     You  have  never  been  aft  of  the  cabin? 

Answer.     No. 

Question.     Could  a  person  go  under  the  cabin  ? 

Answer.     A  person,  I   think,  could  go  under  the  cabin 
floor  ? 
By  Mr.  McCosker, 
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Question.  Could  any  one  pass  around  the  boilers  and  get 
behind  them  and  the  cabin  bulkheads? 

Answer.     Yes. 

Question.     Were  you  careful  about  the  lights? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  we  were  very  careful  about  the  lights  ; 
we  always  put  them  out. 

By  Mr.  McColgan. 

Question.     What  sort  of  wood  was  in  the  fire-room? 

Answer.     Very  fat. 

Question.     How  was  it  protected  around  the  boilers? 

Answer.     By  heavy  sheet  iron. 

Question.     What  time  did  Miskelly  come  on  board  ? 

Answer.     As  soon  as  she  arrived. 

Question.     She  had  a  particular  wharf? 

Answer.  Yes;  Chase's  wharf ;  she  generally  laid  there, 
unless  a  vessel  was  in  her  way. 

Question.  What  time  had  you  arrived  on  the  day  of  the 
fire? 

Answer.  About  half-past  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  ; 
Miskelly  came  on  board  about  four  o'clock. 

Question.     You  was  on  board  every  night  ? 

Answer.     Yes. 

Question.     Did  you  ever  see  Miskelly  away  from  his  post  ? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  one  night  I  left  to  get  a  glass  of  beer, 
met  Miskelley  going  across  Caroline  and  Thames  streets,  a 
half  block  from  the  boat;  Miskelly  went  on,  and  when  I 
went  back  to  the  boat  there  was  no  watchman  ;  I  think 
Salisbury  and  a  fireman  were  on  board  ;  this  was  after  dark  ? 

Question.     You  slept  on  the  boat? 

Answer.     Yes. 

Question.     What  time  did  you  go  to  bed  ? 

Answer.  Very  early  ;  generally  would  be  tired  with  the 
days  work,  and  would  have  to  make  an  early  start. 

Question.  Do  you  not  remember,  after  the  officers  had 
left,  of  seeing  strangers  come  aboard  the  boat. 

Answer.  Only  this  Sunday ;  I  saw  several  strange  men 
aboard  about  one  or  two  o'clock  before  Miskelly  took  charge. 

Question.     Did  you  have  any  orders  about  strangers  ? 

Answer.     Have  no  knowledge  of  such  orders. 

Question.     Do  you  know  of  any  strangers  coming  aboard  ? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  have  seen  strangers  come  aboard,  but  do 
not  know  of  their  coming  onboard  after  the  officer  had  left? 

Question.  Was  the  Captain  in  the  habit  of  leaving  im- 
mediately after  the  arrival  of  the  boat  ? 

Answer.     Yes. 
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Bj  Mr.  Staylor." 

Question.  Two  men  were  left  on  watch  after  banking 
fires? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  but  the  contract  with  us  was,  that  we 
were  to  be  fed  ;  we  found  this  Sunday  afternoon  that  the 
cook  had  gone  ashore,  and  we  were  told  we  would  have  no 
supper  ;  we,  therefore,  thinking  we  would  not  be  required, 
and  needing  our  suppers,  went  home. 

Question.     Had  you  any  specific  order  not  to  leave  ? 

Answer.     No,  sir. 

Question:     To  whom  were  you  responsible? 

Answer.     To  Mr.  Deaver  only. 

JOHN  MURPHY 

Sworn  and  testified. 
By  Mr.  McCosker. 

Question.     What  was  your  position  on  the  Maryland? 

Answer.     Fireman. 

Question.  You  were  not  on  board  when  the  fire  broke 
out? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  left  about  four  and  a  half  o'clock  ; 
for  three  Sundays  I  had  no  supper,  and  once  no  dinner  ; 
once  State  victuals  were  put  out  for  our  dinner  ;  had  I  had 
my  supper  I  would  sooner  have  staid  on  board  ;  Mr.  Deaver's 
strict  order  was  that  two  of  his  men  should  always  stay  on 
board. 
By  Mr.  McColgan. 

Question.     Did  you  hear  any  threats  against  the  boat? 

Answer.     No. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  see  Miskelly  away  from  the  boat 
while  on  watch  ? 

Answer.     I  have  seen  him  going  up  the  wharf. 
By  Mr.  McCosker. 

Question.  Could  the  boat  have  caught  fire  from  the 
furnaces  ? 

Answer.  No,  impossible  ;  you  could  lay  on  the  coals,  as 
we  had  put  three  feet  of  damp  coals  on  them  in  the  morn- 
ing ;  tbe  fire  was  almost  out. 

Question.     What  did  you  do  with  waste  ? 

Answer.  Put  it  in  iron  bucket  over  grating  ;  used  it  for 
cleaning  machinery  ;  all  the  waste  I  saw  in  the  engineer's 
room  was  new,  and  very  little  at  that  ;  never  saw  any  coal 
oil  on  boat. 
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By  Mr.  Statlor. 

Question.  The  engineer  issued  strict  orders  for  engineer's 
employees  that  two  of  them  shoukl  always  remain  on 
watch  ? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  McCleary  and  I  liad  orders  to  stay  on 
this  Sunday  ;  I  saw  the  cook  going  off  without  any  ])repa- 
rations  for  our  supper,  and  this  was  the  third  Sunday  he 
had  done  so  ;  Sunday  before  had  no  dinner  or  supper  ;  never 
heard  orders  given  for  the  fire  in  the  galley  put  out ;  left 
Miskelly  there. 
By  Mr.  McCosker. 

Question.     Did  you  know  Mr.  Woolsey  was  there? 

Answer.     No. 
By  Mr.  McColgan. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  go  with  McCleary  to  take  a 
drink? 

Answer.     Yes  ;  with  Kirby  and  him. 

Question.     Did  you  ever  meet  Miskelly  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  ;  there  was  another  watch- 
man on  the  wharf. 

Question.  At  what  time  this  Sunday  did  Miskelly  take 
charge  ? 

Answer.     About  half-past  4  o'clock. 

Question.  Would  you  always  see  Miskelly  q,bout  at 
night  ! 

Answer.     I  would  miss  him  sometimes. 

Question.     Did  you  ever  see  any  strangers  on  board  ? 

Answer.  On  Sundays  persons  were  in  the  habit  of  com- 
ing on  board,  and  I  never  saw  any  one  stopped. 

Question.     What  time  did  you  generally  arrive? 

Answer.     About  4  or  4|  o'clock  p.  m. 

Question.     Who  took  charge? 

Answer.  Miskelly  was  always  on  the  wharf;  there  is 
something  wrong  about  him  ;  you  could  never  get  me  to 
sleep  in  forecastle  while  he  was  the  watchman  ;  he  was  not 
right,  and  he  was  afraid  of  steam  ;  he  would  not  go  down 
in  the  engine-room  for  a  bucket  of  coal  for  $5. 

Question.     Were  his  habits  good  !  • 

Answer.     I  believe  so. 

Question.  Did  any  strangers  come  aboard  while  Miskelly 
was  in  charge  ? 

Answer.     Never  remember  so  doing. 

Question.      Was  one  man  safficient  to  watch  the  boat  ? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  because  to  do  any  harm  a  man  would 
have  to  go  in  a  door  ;  a  house  was  built  all   around    her  ; 
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you  could  not  get  in  fire-room,  for  while  the  grating  was 
an  open  space,  and  no  one  to  close  it,  3'ouhad  to  go  through 
a  door. 

Question.     Was  that  door  fastened  : 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  ;  all  approaches  could  be  fas- 
tened. 

Question.     Was  it  customary  to  keep  doors  fastened  ? 

Answer.  No,  it  was  not.  ITever  saw  them  fastened, 
except  by  Dowden  one  day  when  some  boys  came  aboard. 
If  any  person  wished  to  set  her  on  fire,  all  he  had  to  do  was 
to  go  in  the  forecastle  or  front  hatch. 

Question.     Could  it  not  have  been  started  there? 

Answer.  It  was  sweeping  the  other  way.  I  am  satisfied 
the  galley  fire  was  not  out.  The  cook  had  not  time  after 
dinner  and  before  his  leaving  to  take  measures  for  its  extin- 
guishment. The  galley  was  so  hot  sometimes  you  could 
not  stand  it. 
By  Mr.  Statlor. 

Question.     What  is  your  opinion  of  Miskell y  ? 

Answer.  That  he  is  not  fitting  for  the  position,  especially 
since  Officer  Williams,  who  has  the  night  beat  on  Light 
Street  Wharf,  said  that  when  the  old  man  was  watching  the 
Maryland  at  Eeeder's,  he  went  over  into  town  nearly  ©very 
evenino;,  and  returned  late. 
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A.  G.  SAULSBURT 

Sworn  and  testified. 
By  Mr.  McCosker. 

Question.     What  connection  had  you  with  ice-boats? 

Answer.  I. was  fireman  of  the  Chesapeake  and  the  Mary- 
land ;  on  the  Chesapeake  when  she  first  went  out,  and  on 
the  Maryland  when  she  was  barned. 

Question.  What  time  did  you  leave  the  boat  the  day 
she  burned  ? 

Answer.     About  half  past  one  o'clock. 

Question.     It  was  not  your  turn  for  watch  ? 

Answer.     No. 

Question.  What  were  the  engineer's  orders  when  fires 
were  bank^ed  ? 

Answer.     Two  men  should  always  remain. 

Question.     What  is  your  opinion  of  Miskelly's  vigilance  ? 

Answer.  Never  seen  him  asleep.  His  only  fault  that  I 
knew  was  his  fear  of  steam. 
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Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  orders  to  detain  stran- 
gers and  tie  them  ? 

Answer.     Never  heard  such  an  order. 

Question.  How  long  would  the  Captain  remain  on  board 
after  arrival  at  the  wharf? 

Answer.     Until  after  the  fires  were  hanked  and  he  had 
given   his   orders.     Then  he   would   leave.     Generally  he 
he  waited  for  Captain  Landia,  and  then  orders  would  be 
issued. 
By  Mr.  Staylor. 

Question.     Are  you  and  Miskelly  good  friends  ? 

Answer.     Yes. 

Question.     What  is  your  opinion  ? 

Answer.     I  would  not  employ  Miskelly  as  watchman  be- 
cause he  was  afraid  of  steam.     He  was  nervous,  and  when 
the  boilers  would  contract  they  would  make  a  noise,  and  he 
would  be  much  frightened. 
By  Mr.  McColgan. 

Question.  What  time  were  you  employed  on  the  ice- 
boats ? 

Answer.  Went  on  board  the  Maryland  the  first  of  Jan- 
uary.    Was  on  the  Chesapeake  two  months. 

Question.  Were  you  permanently  employed  on  the  Mary- 
land? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  that  is  to  say,  I  did  not  expect  to  stay 
but  three  months.  I  am  a  carpenter,  and  when  business  is 
dull  I  work  in  this  capacity. 

Question.  When  the  officers  were  absent  and  Captain 
Miskelly  in  charge,  do  you  remember  seeing  strangers  on 
board  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  I  have  ;  and  there  was  no  prohibition  or 
molestation. 

Question.  What  time  did  you  leave  the  boat  on  Sunday, 
and  what  can  you  tell  us  about  the  fire  ? 

Answer.  I  left  the  boat  about  1  o'clock.  I  live  on  Lee 
street,  and  mother  waked  me  up.  I  crossed  at  Hughes 
street  ferry,  and  saw  a  light.  The  moon  was  rising.  Some 
one  said  the  light  looked  like  a  fire.  On  reaching  the  other 
side  1  met  a  little  girl,  who  said  the  new  ice-boat  was  on 
fire,  and  I  made  for  it. 
By  Mr.  McCosker. 

Question.     Did  you  hear  an  alarm  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  hear  a  bell  strike  until  I  got  on  the 
Block  street  side. 
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AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

Thuesdat,  February  15,  1872. 
ISRAEL  M.  PARR 

sworn  and  testified : 
By  Mr.  McCosker. 

Question.  How  long  were  you  connected  with  the  ice- 
boats ? 

Answer.  On  the  passage  of  the  bill  I  was  President  of 
the  Corn  and  Flour  Exchange  that  year  and  next,  and 
hence  one  of  the  Commissioners  when  the  Chesapeake  was 
built. 

Question.     Had  you  rules  for  the  conduct  of  the  boat? 

Answer.     No  written  rules  ;  only  verbal  ones. 

Question.     Who  managed  the  boat  ? 

Answer.  The  Superintendent,  under  the  directions  of 
the  Commissioners.  We  endeavored  to  establish  rates  of 
towage,  but  found  it  impracticable  and  abandoned  them. 

Question.     How  were  the  officers  appointed  ? 

Answer.  The  Superintendent  by  the  Commissioners,  and 
the  Captain  by  approval  of  Commissioners  ;  the  engineer 
by  the  engine-builder  ;  the  Captain  employed  the  crew,  and 
the  engineer  his  hands. 

Question.  How  was  the  engineer  appointed  who  was  on 
the  Chesapeake  at  the  time  of  the  explosion  ? 

Answer.     I  was  not  a  Commissioner  at  that  time. 

Question.  Was  any  preference  ever  shown  by  the  Chesa- 
peake ? 

Answer.  No  ;  the  boat  was  intended  for  the  relief  of  the 
merchants  of  Baltimore,  and  we  endeavored  to  sustain  it 
with  the  aid  of  the  city  appropriation  of  $10,000.  We 
made  no  effort  for  profit. 

Question.     Did  you  ever  hear  any  complaints  from  tugs  ? 

Answer.  There  was  always  an  antagonism,  but  I  heard 
no  complaints.  We  understood  they  thought  the  ice-boat 
competed  with  them.  We  thought  we  were  rendering 
them  a  service,  enabling  them  to  work  when  they  other- 
wise could  not.  There  was  no  charge  for  trackage.  The 
object  was  to  assist  the  trade  of  Baltimore.  We  wanted 
$10,000  per  annum  from  the  State  ;  the  charges  would  then 
have  been  less.     Then  we  would  have  experienced  more 
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'opposition  to  tng-boats.  In  fticilitating  the  trade  we  were 
aiding  the  tug-boats,  at  the  same  time  we  were  preventing 
outrageous  charges.  The  first  draft  for  bill  provided  for 
$10,000  annually  from  the  State,  but  the  bill  as  passed  pro- 
vided for  building  and  for  $10,000  from  the  city. 

Question.  Did  you  order  the  Captain  not  to  tow  unless 
her  services  were  needed  ? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  a  large  ship  drawing  19  feet  of  water  would 
be  sometimes  scarcely  able  to  go  out  without  the  aid  of  the 
ice-boat  or  several  tug-boats.  She  would  prefer  the  ice- 
boat, it  being  large  and  they  could  depend  on  her  to  pull 
her  over  the  shallow  places. 

Question.  Would  an  appropriation  from  the  State  and 
city  for  $10,000  each  support  the  boat? 

Answer.  The  original  idea  was  that  $20,000  would  de- 
fray the  entire  expenses  ;  but  that  Avould  depend  upon  the 
amount  of  ice. 

Question.     What  would  it  cost  to  run  her  only  on  ice? 

Answer.  I  could  not  say.  When  Commissioner  I  could 
doubtless  have  told  you  what  her  coal  cost  per  day,  but  I 
have  forgotten. 

Question.     Did  you  ever  hear  any  threats  ? 

A.nswer.  No  ;  there  was  always  an  undefined  sense  of 
the  boat  being  in  opposition  to  the  tug-boat  interest. 

Question.     Did  you  appoint  a  mate  ? 

Answer.     Yes ! 

Question.  With  the  aid  of  $10,000  from  the  city  and 
State  she  cculd  be  made  self-supporting  ? 

Answer.  She  could  not  earn  enough  without  the  $10,000 
from  the  city  to  support  her  and  $10,000  annually  in  addi- 
tion from  the  State  might  support  a  boat  to  be  in  use  only 
when  ice  requires  to  be  broken.  This,  however,  would 
depend  upon  the  continuance  of  the  term  iu  which  the 
boat  would  be  so  employed.  Under  the  old  system  a  track- 
age was  charged  but  we  had  no  trackage  ;  we  thought  the 
track  should  be  free  to  the  world. 

Question.  Was  it  not  her  habit  to  take  vessels  not  in 
distress  ? 

Answer.  No,  but  I  have  no  doubt  if  she  was  down  the 
river  or  bay  she  would  tow  any  vessel  that  wanted  to  come 
up. 

Question.  Did  she  not  carry  vessels  down  that  was  not 
in  distress  ? 

Answer.  A  vessel  starting  here  with  ice  in  the  river  is 
in  distress.  A  vessel  starting  from  here  loaded,  to  go  to 
sea,  if  delayed  or  detained,  is  in  distress. 
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Question.  If  the  vessel  could  be  be  towed  out  by  a  tow- 
boat  would  that  be  such  a  case 

Answer.  The  captain  of  the  vessel  answers  that  question. 
He  can  determine  whether  he  needs  the  large  boat  or  a 
smaller  one. 

Question.     Is  that  a  vessel  in  distress  ? 

Answer.  Is  it  not  a  constructive  distress?  For  instance, 
suppose  a  vessel  is  in  the  ice  off  Kent  Island.  If  the  ice  breaks 
and  the  ice  from  the  Susquehanna  comes  out  she  will  be  driven 
ashore  ;    she  is  a  ship  in  distress. 

Question.  Suppose  the  track  is  kept  open  could  not  tow- 
boats  bring  the  vessel  up  ? 

Answer.  Suppose  I  am  captain  of  a  vessel  of  400  tons 
and  ice  is  in  the  river  all  the  way  down  to  Thomas'  Point ; 
the  tug-boat  comes  and  I  want  to  take  the  safest  way.  If  I 
am  to  depend  upon  the  tug-boat  I  will  not  go  ;  theu  I  go  by 
aid  of  the  Maryland  because  I  can  depead  upon  the  strength 
and  power  of  that  boat.  Is  not  this  a  case  of  construetive 
distress  ?  This  is  one  of  the  purposes  for  which  the  law  is 
drafted. 

Question.  Suppose  there  is  a  number  of  vessels  waiting 
to  go  down  and  the  ice-boat  in  the  morning  delays  to  take 
them  down,  is  that  proper  ? 

Answer.  This  must  be  left  to  the  general  supervision 
and  intelligence  of  Commissioners,  or  the  master  of  the  ship 
to  make  proper  judgment. 

Question.  If  the  Maryland  was  run  in  three  months  of 
the  year,  don't  you  think  that  is  fully  all  that  it  could  be 
required  to  run  ? 

Answer.     Yes  ;  an  average  of  three  months. 

Question.  Would  not  the  $10,000  from  city  sustain  her 
that  three  months  ? 

Answer.     Possibly  it  might ;  but  I  do  not  know  cost. 

Question.     Ain't  it  best  to  drop  towing? 

Answer.  By  no  means.  The  boat  is  intended  for  reliev- 
ing the  harbor  and  relieving  vessels  in  distress ;  even  in 
summer  there  are  boats  needed.  There  should  be  two 
Marylands  charged  up  to  the  taxpayers  of  Baltimore.  We 
have  had  several  movements  to  build  ice-boats,  but  they 
have  failed  for  want  of  subscription.  Young  men  just  start- 
ing in  business  were  willing  to  contribute  liberally,  but 
men  retired  from  business,  or  living  on  what  his  father  had 
left  him,  refused.  There  for  instance  is  Johns  Hopkins, 
who  refused  ;  but  let  the  brains,  energies  and  enterprize 
increase  the  value  of  his  property,*he  is  willing  to  avail 
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himself  of  it.  Private  subscription  cannot  reach  such  men, 
and  tlie  only  way  to  reach  them  was  hy  taxation.  Before 
we  had  the  ice-boat  in  winter,  you  could  not  charter  a  vessel 
at  Liverpool  for  Baltimore  ;  all  they  knew  of  us  was  that  we 
w^ere  up  the  Chesapeake  one  hundred  and  sixty  miles,  and 
ice-bound.  When  we  got  an  ice-boat  the  harbor  was  kept 
open  ;  a  ship  was  sent  here  loaded  with  iron  from  Swansea 
to  Johnstown,  Pa.;  the  next  year  it  was  known  that  our 
liarbor  was  kept  open,  and  a  number  of  ships  were  sent. 
It  is  one  of  those  objects  the  general  public  is  interested  in. 
A  man  owns  property  unimproved  ;  its  value  is  increased 
as  is  the  prosperity  of  the  place  by  its  trade,  and  that  is  fos- 
tered and  increased  by  such  measures  as  ice-boat.  If  the 
harbor  is  closed  for  three  months,  how  many  persons  are 
thrown  out  of  employment  and  need  for  bread?  Taxes  are 
increased,  and  the  landlord  charges  §5  more  per  mouth. 
The  man  who  rents  the  house  is  paying  it  oif  for  him  ;  he  is 
but  a  steward  collecting  for  a  general  fund. 

Question.  Is  it  expedient  that  the  ice-boat  should  be  in 
antagonism  to  the  tugs  instead  of  a  helpmate? 

Answer.  I  look  upon  the  ice-boats  as  helpmates  to  the 
tugs.  There  is  a  danger  if  the  large  boats  are  out  of  exist- 
ence and  the  small  ones  in  existence.  A  vessel  is  in  dis- 
tress ;  the  ice  is  coming  down  on  it,  and  ^100  or  S50  would 
be  a  proper  charge  to  be  towed  up  ;  they  take  advantage  of 
the  necessities  of  the  vessel,  and  charge  $500.  If  by  estab- 
lishment of  an  ice-boat  you  control  this,  you  have  accom- 
plished a  great  and  a  good  work. 

Question.     Is  there  any  combination  between  tug-boats? 

Answer.  No ;  but  I  do  not  know  for  certain.  Captain 
Jones  owns  several ;  Perot  owns  several.  I  do  not  believe 
that  any  ice-boat  can  be  insured  hereafter.  To  prevent 
extortion  is  one  of  the  laudable  objects  of  the  boat.  The 
tugs  should  be  prevented  from  taking  advantage  of  persons 
in  distress,  and  the  sailing  interest  should  be  protected. 

Question.  On  what  recommendation  was  Landis  ap- 
pointed ? 

Answer.  Doubt  if  there  was  any  recommendation,  as  he 
did  not  need  it.  He  had  been  previously  sailing  for  Mr. 
Schumacher  ;  and  Mr.  Wilson,  one  of  the  Commissioners, 
knew  him.  His  standing  was  so  high  that  he  did  not  need 
any  one's  influence. 
By  Mr,  McCosker. 

Question.  Had  you  cause  to  find  fault  with  Captain 
Landis  ? 

Answer.     I  had  not. 
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WILLIAM  WILLIAMS 

sworn  and  testified. 
By  Mr.  McCosker. 

Question.     What  is  your  position  ? 

Answer.     I  am  policeman  on  the  Southern  district  force. 

Question.     Where  do  you  live? 

Answer,     In  the  neighborhood  of  Reeder's  foundry. 
By  Mr.  McColgan. 

Question.     Do  you  know  Miskelly  ? 

Answer.     Yes  ;  for  twenty  years. 

Question.  When  ice-boat  Maryland  was  at  Reeder's 
foundry  did  you  see  Miskelly? 

Answer.     Yes  ;  he  used  to  go  over  into  town  early  and 
return  about  11  or  12  o'clock. 
By  Mr.  McCosker. 

Question.     Do  you  know  how  often  ? 

Answer.  It  was  a  general  thing  ;  he  would  come  back 
late  when  travel  was  pretty  nearly  over. 

Question.     Did  you  hear  any  threats  ? 

Answer.     No. 
By  Mr.  McColgan. 

Question.     Is  Miskelly  a  sober  man  ? 

Answer.     I  do  not  know. 

FRANCIS  P.   DOWDON, 

sworn  and  testified. 
By  Mr.  McCosker. 

Question.     Were  you  on  Chesapeake? 

Answer.     Yes,  as  deck  hand. 

Question.     When  were  you  first  employed  ? 

Answer.  Four  years  ago,  when  she  first  went  into  Com- 
mission. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  see  her  pass  vessels  in  distress, 
to  give  aid  to  others  ? 

Answer.     Never. 

Question.  How  long  wa,s  it  between  time  of  the  explo- 
sion and  the  fire? 

Answer.     An  hour  and  a  half. 

Question.     Was  the  boat  examined  after  explosion  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  Captain  Griggs  and  I  went  carefully 
through  the  vessel.  Captain  G-riggs  and  the  mate  also 
examined  below  deck. 
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Question.     Who  was  engineer  at  the  time? 

Answer.     Charles  Reeder. 

Question.     What  Avas  his  reputation? 

Answer.     Never  heard  anything  against  it. 

Question.     Was  he  soher  at  the  explosion  ? 

Answer.  He  was  very  excitable  ;  just  previously  he  came 
on  the  deck  and  said,  I  have  found  out  something  and  Monk 
Ayers  must  go  ashore  ;  I  said  "  Fudge,  "  and  he  went  and 
looked  at  the  smoke-stack  and  had  just  reached  his  door, 
when  the  explosion  took  place. 

Question.  Was  the  connection  between  the  boilers  and 
engine  broken  by  explosion? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  but  suppose  it  was,  there  was 
such  a  jar  ;  in  about  half  an  hour  Keeder  called  me  to  put 
out  fire  ;  the  boat  was  anchored  with  head  to  wind  by  a 
thirty  fathom  chain. 

Question.     Were  the  boilers  on  starboard  side  injured? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  ;  the  connection  between  the 
forward  boilers  and  engine  was  not  broken  ;  she  could  have 
been  brought  up  by  her  forward  boilers  ;  there  was  a  great 
deal  of  ashes  about. 

Question.  What  was  to  prevent  the  officers  of  that  boat 
from  bringing  her  to  Baltimore? 

Answer.  I  believe  absence  of  water  ;  the  engineer  was 
trying  to  pump  up;  engineer  said,  if  I  cannot  get  water  in 
half  an  hour  it  is  no  use  to  try. 

Question.  There  was  one  safety-valve  on  each  set  of 
boilers,  and  therefore  one  pipe  ? 

Answer.     Yes.  sir. 

Question.  In  case  the  forward  boilers  of  the  boat  were 
uninjured,  was  there  anything  to  prevent  the  boat  from 
being  brough  to  Baltimore? 

Answer.     No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  Captain  Griggs  or  the  mate  give 
orders  to  carry  the  ship  to  Baltimore  ? 

Answer.     No,  sir. 

Question.     What  was  the  state  of  the  valves  ? 

Answer.  The  guage-cock  leaked  ;  some  would  turn  and 
some  would  not  ;  one  was  plugged  and  the  plug  came  out. 

Question.     Who  was  the  seoond  engineer  ? 

Answer.     Lewis  Voights. 

Question.     Where  did  the  fire  seem  to  come  from? 

Answer.  From  the  starboard  forward  coal  bunker  ;  I  was 
down  attending  to  McDermott,  who  was  scalded  ;  heard  a 
cry  of  fire ;  heard  Eeeder  say  somebody  set  this  boat  on 
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water  were  thrown  on  it  ;  brought  the  dead  and  wounded 
out  and  put  them  in  a  small  boat  ;  the  boat  was  full  of 
water  ;  Voight  put  his  foot  on  the  leak,  and  I  bailed  it  out 
with  my  boot ;  when  the  explosion  took  place  we  had  just 
let  go  of  the  Chattanooga, 

Question.     What  was  the  date  of  the  explosion? 

Answer.     The  last  day  of  December,  1869. 

Question.     How  many  were  in  the  cabin  at  the  time  of 
the  fire  ? 

Answer.       George    Clarke,    Cook,    Reeder,    White,    and 
McDermott ;  Captain  Griggs  was  on  the  after  deck. 

Question.     What  do  you  think  was  the  cause  of  the  fire? 

Answer.     I  thought  at  first   that   some  one   might  have 
set  it  on  fire,  but  there  so  much  coal  I  dismissed  the  notion. 

Question.     Could  fire  have  been  blown  to  the  coal  bunker  ; 

Answer.     Yes  ;  because  I  saw  the  ashes  that  had  blown 
towards  the  bunker  ;  I  think  the  fire  was  accidental. 

By  Mr.  Staylor. 

Question.     Who  else  was  aboard? 

Answer.     Irish   Jimmy,  Tom  O'Donnell  and  Tatum. 

Question     After  explosion  did  you  examine  the  bunker 
where  you  thought  the  fire  originated? 

Answer.     No    sir,    I  never  looked  in  them  as  they  were 
half-filled  with  water. 

Question.     When  did  you  discern  the  ashes  ? 

An':wer.     About  half  an  hour  after  the  fire.     They  were 
stretched  out  in  the    directiori  of    the  bunkers  :    ashes  also 
were   on  the   cabin  floor  ;    they  were  driven    over  forward 
boilers  to  forward  part  of  vessel. 
By  Mr.  McCosker. 

Question.     You  were  on  the  Maryland  ? 

Answer.     Yes,  from  the  first  of  January  as  second  mate. 

Question.     What  rules  were  they  ? 

Answer.     The  only  rules  were  that  no  liquor  was  allowed 
and  its  use  would  be  followed  by  a  discharge. 

Question.     Were  regular  watches  established  ? 

Answer.     Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question.     Did  part  of  crew  remain  after  arrival  at  the 
wharf  ? 

Answer.     Yes,  until  the  watchman  came. 

Question.     Was  there  any  regular  system  as  to  how  long 
a  man  remained  on  duty? 

Answer.     No,  sir. 

Question.     Could  you  leave  any  time  after  the  watchman 


came 


? 
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Answer.  Yes,  our  duties  were  the  same  as  sailors.  We 
never  kept  an  anchor  watch. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  Capt.  Yardy  give  orders  against 
strangers? 

Answer.  Yes,  he  told  me  for  one.  It  was  a  standing 
order.     He  detailed  one  of    the  hands  to  watch  on  Sunday. 

Question.     Were  there  many  visitors? 

Answer.  Sometimes  two  or  three  ;  never  any  after  the 
watchman  came.  I  slept  there  nearly  every  night,  and  left 
the  day  of  fire  hecause  I  had  no  supper. 

Question.  Had  the  cook  stayed  there  and  prepared  supper 
you  would  have  stayed  on  board  ? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  I  went  ashore  about  1  o'clock  ;  Kirby 
with  me. 

Question.     Where  were  you  at  the  time  of  the  fire  ? 

Answer.  I  was  asleep  at  home ;  looked  out  and  saw 
light ;  I  thought  it  was  the  elevator  ;  I  became  uneasy  and 
went  down  to  the  boat. 

Question.     Anyone  there? 

Answer.  Capt.  Jarvis,  Capt.  Vardy's  son  and  others. 
They  had  gotten  Mr.  Woolsey  out. 

Question.     Were  the  fire  engines  at  work? 

Answer.     I  supposed  they  were. 

Question.     How  was  the  pump  worked? 

Answer.  By  two  handles.  I  am  certain  it  was  frozen  ; 
the  cock  that  fed  the  pump  was  under  the  floor  ;  after  it  is 
worked  once  it  freezes  ;  water  always  in  it  ;  never  saw  one 
good  for  anything.     I  had   to  wash  decks  with  the  donkey. 

Question  ?     What  is  your  opinion  of  Landis  ? 

Answer.  He  is  a  square,  upright,  honorable  and  able 
man  and  gave  it  all  his  attention. 

Question.     What  do  you  think  of  Capt.  Griggs? 

Answer.  He  is  a  man  of  self-possession.  Many  another 
man  in  command  of  the  Chesapeake  would  have  met  with  a 
heavier  loss  of  life.  At  the  time  of  the  explosion  there  was 
no  v.-ater  in  forward  boilers.  The  glass  water-gauge  would 
leak  when  there  was  water  there,  and  as  it  was  not  leaking 
I  judge  there  was  no  water.  The  efi'ort  to  pump  water  was 
vain;  the  pipe  was  broken  leading  from  the  forward-set  to 
the  after-set. 
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FOURTH  DAY. 

Feiday,  February  IGth,  1872. 

JOSEPH  P.   DOWDEN 
Resumed. 

By  Mr.  McCosker. 

Question.  You  pumped  for  water  on  the  Chesapeake  after 
the  explosion  ? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  I  heard  Reeder  say  if  he  could  not  show 
water  in  fifteen  minutes  it  was  no  use  pumping. 

Question.     Did  he  give  it  up? 

Answer.     Yes. 

Question.     Did  you  draw  out  the  fires? 

Answer.     Yes  ;  we  drew  out  the  fires  first. 

Question.     Did  you  try  to  turn  the  cocks  ? 

Answer.     Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  kept  in  the  waste-room  of  the  Mary- 
land ? 

Answer.  Waste,  tallow,  lard,  oil,  and  a  little  can  of  al- 
cohol. 

Question.  Was  there  any  coal  oil,  benzine,  or  explosive 
oil  on  board  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  took  care  of  lights.  The  lamps 
were  filled  with  signal  oil. 

Question.     What  is  signal  oil  made  of? 

Answer.     Coal  oil  and  lard. 

Question.     Will  it  freeze? 

Answer„     Yes  ;  in  very  cold  weather. 
By  Mr  McColgan. 

Question.     How  long  were  you  on  the  Chesapeake? 

Answer.  Three  years,  with  the  exception  of  four  month*? 
and  seven  days.  I  left  in  October,  remained  away  the  period 
stated,  and  returned.     I  left  because  wages   were  very  low. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  difficulty  with  any  one  on 
board  ? 

Answer.     None  at  all. 

Question,  Were  you  ever  employed  on  any  steamer  be- 
fore ? 
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Answer.     Yes  ;  oq  the  Errickson  line,  and   the  floating 
elevator,  before  the  war. 

Question.     Was  the  engineer  fit  for  his  position  ? 

Answer.     No,  sir. 

Question.     Was  the  engineer  competent  as  an  engineer? 

Answer.     Yes,  sir. 

Question.     How  long  had  the  engineer  heen  on  board  be- 
fore the  explosion? 

Answer.     Fourteen  months. 

Question.     He  came  after  Mr.  Deaver  ? 

Answer.     Yes,  sir. 

Question.     Did  you  ever  see  him  under  the  influence  of 
liquor  ? 

Answer.     No,  sir. 

Question.  Which  boilers  were  they  trying  to  pump  water 
into? 

Answer.     I  do  not  know. 

Question,     When  did  you  notice  the  guagcs  ? 

Answer.     Just  after  the  explosion  ;  a  half  hour  or  so. 

Question.  The  water  might  have  been  driven  out  by  tlie 
explosion  ? 

Answer.     I  do  not  know. 

Question.  You  have  been  on  the  Maryland  since  the 
existence  ot  that  boat? 

Answer.     Yes. 

Question.  How  long  were  jou  in  tlie  habit  of  staying  on 
board  after  the  boat  reached  the  wharf? 

Answer.     Until  after  supper. 

Question.     How  long  would  Captain  Vardy  stay  aboard  ? 

Answer.  Sometimes  about  twenty  minutes  after  the 
watchman  ;  probably  more. 

Question.    Have  you  seen  strange  persons  coming  aboard  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  I  have  seen  them  and  ordered  them  off. 
One  man  refused  to  leave.  He  said  he  paid  State  and  city 
taxes,  and  would  remain  on  board. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  see  the  watchman  drive  anyone 
off? 

Answer.     No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  know  an}^  of  the  parties  who  came 
aboard  ? 

Answer.     No. 

By  Mr.  Staylor. 

Question.  Would  you  know  them  if  you  would  see  them 
ajrain  ? 


57 

Answer.     I  might. 

Question.  Would  you  know  the  party  who  said  he  had 
paid  State  and  city  taxes? 

Answer.  I  might.  Sometimes  the  coffee  clerks  would 
also  come  on  board. 

ALBERT   E.  WHERRETT 

Sworn  and  testified. 
By  Mr.  McColgan. 

Question.     You  were  employed  on  the  Chesapeake? 

Answer.     For  four  or  five  days. 

Question.     How  long  before  she  was  destroyed  ? 

Answer.  I  was  employed  in  the  summer;  she  was  burned 
in  the  winter.     I  made  one  trip  on  her. 

Question.     How  are  men  employed? 

Answer.     In  winter  by  the  month,  in  summer  by  the  day. 

Question.     Wlien  were  you  employed  on  MiryUn:!? 

Answer.     I  went  on  Maryland  on  the  12th  of  the  month, 
eighteen  days  after  she  was  burned. 

Question.     When  did  you  leave  the  boat  ? 

Answer.  I  left  boat  the  day  of  fire  between  3  and  4 
o'clock;  I  was  relieved  by  Miskelly  ;  my  father-ia-law  came 
to  see  me  and  I  went  home  with  him. 

Question.     Did  you  go  through  the  boat? 

Answer.     Yes  ;  except  the  cabin. 
By  Mr.  McCosker. 

Question.     Did  you  go  down  into  fire  room? 

Answer.     I  looked  dov^^n. 

Question.     Did  you  look  in  waste  room  ? 

Answer.     Yes.;  there  was  no  fire  and  the  door  was  open. 

Question.     Did  you  know  Woolsey  was  on  board  ? 

Answer.     I  did   not  ;  I  told  Miskelly  that  Woolsey  had 
come  on  board  at  1  o'clock,  but  I  did  not  know  if  he  was 
still  on  board. 
By  Mr.  McColgan. 

Question.     Did  you  examine  boat  thoroughly  ? 

Answer.  Except  fire  room  and  cabin  ;  did  not  go  down 
below  decks  at  all. 

Question.     You  gave  up  charge  to  Captain  Miskelly  ? 

Answer.     Yes. 

Question.     Were  you  a  watchman  ? 

Answer.     Yes,  on  Sunday  ;  the  deck  hands  took  turns 
watching. 

Question.    What  orders  did  you  have  regarding  strangers  ? 
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Answer.  Not  to  let  too  many  of  tliem  aboard  ;  had  no 
orders  to  exclude  everybody. 

Question.     What  time  did  boat   generally  reach  wharf? 

Answer.  Usually  came  up  about  3  or  4  o'clock.  I 
waited  until  after  supper  to  get  orders,  and  then  went  home. 

Question.     Did  you  sleep  on  board  ? 

Answer.  Only  on  that  Saturday  night ;  I  went  down  at 
half-past  10  o'clock. 

Question.  Did  j'ou  see  Miskelly  come  out  of  cabin 
on  Sunday  ? 

Answer.     Yes,  I  think  so. 

Question.     Have  you  ever  seen  Miskelly  below  deck? 

Answer.  Never  seen  him  do  so,  and  have  heard  him 
say  he  did  not  like  to  go  near  the  steam. 

CHAKLES  REEDER 

Sworn  and  testified. 
By  Mr.  McCosker. 

Question.     You  built  engines  and  boiler  for  Chesapeake? 

Answer.  Yes  sir  ;  there  wore  six  boilers  ;  three  were  set 
forward  and  three  aft,  independent  of  each  other.  The 
three  on  each  side  were  connected  ;  there  were  two  safety- 
valves  on  each  boiler  and  one  locked  safety-valve.  The  two 
sets  of  boilers  were  not  connected,  and  each  could  be  worked 
independent  of  the  other. 
By  Mr.  McColgan. 

Question.  In  case  one  set  was  disabled  could  the  other 
set  be  worked  ? 

Answer.     That  had  been  frequently  done,  and  that  was 
the  intention  of  the  arrangement. 
By  Mr.  McCosker. 

Question.     What  boiler  exploded  ? 

Answer,     Tiie  centre  aft  boiler. 

Question.     Would  that  disable  the  boat? 

Answer.  No  sir  ;  in  this  case  the  explosion  was  slight, 
nothing  was  deranged,  and  there  was  not  the  slightest  diffi- 
culty in  bringing  her  to  Baltimore. 

J    Question.     Could  the  other  boilers  have  been  emptied  by 
the  explosion  ? 

Answer.     The  pressure  might  have  driven  the  water  out. 

Question.     Could  they  not  have  pumped  up? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  and  in  an  hour  and  a  half  after  could 
have  steam  on  and  engine  in  operation. 

Question.  Was  it  possible  to  pump  water  with  ordinary 
hand  pump? 


Answer.     Tes. 

Question.     What  was  the  condition  of  boilers? 

Answer.     They  had  mud  in  them. 

Question.  With  proper  care  she  could  have  been  brought 
to  Baltimore  ? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  had  they  got  the  steam  up  they  could 
have  extinguished  the  fire  readily.  There  were  two  steam 
pumps  which  could  have  put  out  any  ordinary  fire  after 
steam  had  been  raised. 

Question.  If  officers  had  used  the  proper  precaution 
the  fire  could  have  been  speedily  put  out.  Did  they  use 
proper  precaution  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  see  how  the  fire  originated  at  the  for- 
ward bunker,  fifty  feet  from  the  exploded  boiler. 

Question.     Could  not  the  fire  be  blown  there? 

Answer.  I  think  not ;  there  was  no  opening  in  the  top 
of  the  bunkers  through  which  fire  could  be  blown. 

Question.  Were  the  stanchions  and  woodwork  in  the  fire 
room  sufficiently  protected  with  iron? 

Answer.  They  were  in  ordinary  circumstances  suffi- 
ciently protected. 

Question.  Was  there  any  possibility  of  the  woodwork 
beneath  catching  fire  ? 

Answer.  The  fioor  was  cast-iron,  laid  on  cement,  put 
on  carefully,  more  so  than  usual. 

Question.  Is  there  any  danger  in  the  fire-room,  when 
the  fires  are  banked? 

Answer.     No  ;  unless    a  tight-fitting  valve  would  throw 
the  heat  out  of  it. 
By  Mr.  Staylor. 

Question.  You  say  there  were  steam-engines  on  board 
the  Chesapeake? 

Answer.     Yes. 

Question.  Was  everything  done  necessary  at  the  explo- 
sion to  meet  the  crisis  ? 

Answer.  The  engineer  said  he  told  the  men  to  pump  the 
water  up,  and  the  men  re  u.  ed  to  help.  The  engineer 
thought  the  fire  incendiary.  The  first  thing  after  the  ex- 
plosion necessary  to  be  done  was  to  draw  the  fires  from  un- 
der the  other  boilers  to  prevent  an  explosion. 

Question.     Why  did  the  men  refuse  to  pump? 

Answer.     Because  they  said  they  had  no  confidence  in  the 
engineer. 
By  Mr.  McColgan. 

Question.     Did  you  build  the  engines  of  the  Maryland  ? 
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Answer.     Yes  ;  they  were  placed  in  the  hold. 

Question.  Was  the  hold  properly  prepared  to  receive  the 
boilers? 

Answer.     I  think  so  ;  I  thought  it  was  suitable. 

Question.  The  vessel  arrived  at  half-past  nine  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  fires  were  banked  and  remained  so  until  half- 
past  6  o'clock  in  the  evening.  Do  you  think  it  possible 
that  the  heat  in  the  furnaces  could  have  set  fire  to  wood- 
work ? 

Answer.     It  would  be  impossible. 

Question.  Is  it  possible  for  steam  heat  to  ignite  wood- 
work ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  unless  it  is  super-heated.  The  wood 
will  char,  or  have  a  fibrous  appearance. 

Question.  Have  you  been  on  the  Maryland  since  she 
was  burned? 

Answer.     Yes. 

Question.     Could  she  have  been  set  fire  from  the  boilers  ? 

Answer.     No. 

Question.     What  is  your  impression  ? 

Answer.  The  fire  commenced  in  the  waste-room,  one 
would  judge  from  the  watchman's  story  ;  but  the  bulk- 
head of  the  cabin  seems  to  be  the  worst  place.  The  kelsons 
are  tlie  worst,  and  the  condition  of  things  there  would  indi- 
cate that  the  fire  had  been  burning  there  some  time. 

Question.  If  the  fire  originated  up  stairs,  do  you  think 
that  there  was  draut:rht  enouo:h  to  draw  the  fire  down  ? 

Answer.  Fire  works  very  singular.  On  the  George 
Ween:!s,  for  instance,  the  fire  commenced  on  the  upper  deck 
and  worked  down,  and  the  hold  was  badly  burned. 

Question.  Was  it  late  in  the  day  when  the  Weems 
burned  ? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  she  had  had  steam  up^  but  it  was  late  at 
night  when  the  fire  took  place. 

Question.  If  tlie  fire  had  been  drawn  down  on  the  Mary- 
land could  it  have  done  much  harm? 

Answer.     No  ;  everything  was  iron,  or  covered  with  iron  ; 
and  the  flames  could  not  have  done  much  injury. 
By  Mr.  McCosker. 

Question.  If  the  fire  had  been  in  the  bulkhead  could  a 
draught  beneath  the  engines  draw  the  fire  that  way? 

Answer.     That  is  not  possible  ;    for  there  was  no  hole 
burned  through. 
By  Mr.  Douguerty. 

Question.  If  the  fire  commenced  on  deck  and  burned 
through  would  it  not  have  draw^n  up  the  pipes  ? 
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Answer.  Certainly  ;  if  tlie  draught  could  have  been  suf- 
ficient it  would  have  done  so,  and  the  fire  would  have  been 
harmless. 

JOSEPH  MISKELLT 

Sworn  and  testified  : 

By  Mr.  McCosker. 

Question.     You  were  watchman  on  the  Maryland  ? 

Answer.     Yes. 

Question.     What  time  did  you  go  on  watch  ? 

Answer.  At  bell  ring,  usually  at  6  o'clock  ;  when  she 
was  across  the  river  I  staid  on  board  all  day  Sunday. 

Question.  What  orders  did  Capt.  Yardy  give  you  re- 
garding strangers  ? 

Answer.  To  allow  ladies  and  gentlemen  on  board  to 
look  at  the  boat,  but  if  any  suspicious  persons  came  on 
board,  unless  I  personally  knew  them,  I  was  to  drive  them 
off.  ^ 

Question.  What  time  did  you  go  aboard  the  Sunday  she 
was  burned  ? 

Answer.     About  half  past  three  or  four  o'clock. 

Question.     What  men  did  you  find  there? 

Answer.  Two  men,  who  said  they  did  not  know  if  Mr. 
Woolsey  was  on  board  or  not. 

Question.     Did  you  usually  go  into  lower  hold? 

Answer.  Was  there  but  twice  to  get  some  coal  ;  there 
was  generally  coal  left  on  deck  enough  for  my  use. 

Question.     Would  you  absent  yourself  from  the  boat  ? 

Answer.     No,  not  after  I  had  taken  charge. 

Question.     What  time  did  you  discover  fire  ? 

Answer.  About  half  past  seven  o'clock  I  saw  a  light  in 
the  waste  room  and  there  seemed  to  be  a  heat  there  ;  I  open- 
ed the  door  and  there  was  a  flame  leaped  up,  as  if  waste  or 
some  combustible  had  taken  fire  suddenly.  I  jumped  back 
and  could  not  see  any  opportunity  of  doing  anything;  I 
gave  the  alarm  ;  I  remained  about  the  place  ;  I  heard  the 
alarm  going  through  the  street. 

Question.     Were  you  away  that  evening  ? 

Answer.  Had  to  go  around  the  head  of  pier  and  went  to 
vessel  alongside  the  same  wharf  to  get  some  matches. 

Question.     What  was  the  system  of  watching  ? 

Answer.  At  first.  Captain  Landis  and  I  relieved  each 
other  ;  there  was  no  regulations  ;  I  said  I  would  come  down 
and  stay,  but  Captain  Yardy  said  it  was  not  necessary. 
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Question.     What  was  your  experience  about  watching? 

Answer.  In  ports  when  you  live  on  the  boat,  it  is  expect- 
ed that  an  officer,  mate,  cook  or  steward  shall  always  be  on 
board. 

Question.     When  a  Baltimore  vessel  at  home  ? 

Answer.     A  private  watchman  is  employed. 

Question.     What  was  customary  on  Sunday  ? 

Answer.  There  were  a  number  of  customs  now  done  away 
with.  It  was  customary  to  wash  decks  and  haul  up  and 
bring  down  colors,  etc.;  but  most  of  the  customs  of  the  old 
time  have  been  discontinued. 

Question.     Do  you  not  have  a  watchman  in  foreign  ports  ? 

Answer.     Yes,  and  the  crew  pays  for  his  services. 
By  Mr.  Staylor. 

Question.  Who  was  the  man  you  met  when  you  jumped 
from  boat  to  give  alarm  of  fire  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  meet  any  man,  there  was  a  man  on 
boat  who  spoke  to  me. 

Question.     Do  you  know  McCleary  and  Murphy  ? 

Answer.     Yes. 

Question.     Are  you  on  good  terms  with  them  ? 

Answer.     Yes. 

Question.     Are  you  afraid  of  a  boiler  ? 

Answer.     Yes,  sir  ;  I  am  afraid  of  any  unusual   noise  ; 
I  was  not  much  acquainted  with  steam  ;  the  water  was  fall- 
ing in  the  boilers  and  I   called  the  attention  of  the  men  to 
it.     This  is  the  origin  of  the  report. 
By  Mr.  McColgan. 

Question.     You  were  not  connected  with  the  Chesapeake  ? 

Answer.     No,  sir. 

Question.  When  did  you  begin  as  watchman  of  Mary- 
land? 

Answer.     First  of  October,  the  day  she  was  launched. 

Question.     Where  did  she  go  ? 

Answer.     To  Eeeder's  yard. 

Question.     What  were  your  duties  as  watchman? 

Answer.     To  watch  the  boat  at  night  and  on  Sunday. 

Question.     How  long  was  the  boat  at  Eeeder's  ? 

Answer.     Three  months. 

Question.     What  time  did  your  duties  daily  commence? 

Answer.     At  bell-ring,  about  6  o'clock. 

Question.     Did  you  ever  leave  the  boat  at  night  ? 

Answer.  Might  have  gone  out  the  gate  for  a  glass  of 
grog. 

Question.  You  were  never  on  Light  Street  Wharf  at 
night  ? 


63 

Answer.     Never. 

Question.     Do  you  know  officer  Williams  ? 
Answer.     No. 
By  Mr.  Staylou. 

Question.  He  is  a  police  officer  whose  beat  is  on  Light 
Street  Wharf? 

Answer.     I  do  not  know  him  at  all. 
By  Mr.  McColgan. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  orders  to  seize  and  detain 
any  strangers  on  board? 

Answer.  He  ordered  me  not  to  allow  any  suspicious 
character  on  boat. 

Question.     Did  he  ever  tell  you  to  seize  and  tie  them  ? 
Answer.     Never  ;  never  heard  any  remarks  of  that  kind 
to  seize  and  tie  them  ;  no,  sir. 

Question.     Did  you  see  many  persons  on  boat? 

Answer.  Tliere  were  but  few  persons  visited  her ;  every 
evening  at  Reeder's  some  one  would  want  to  look  at  the 
new  ice-boat,  but  I  never  allowed  any  one  on  board. 

Question,  Were  strangers  in  the  habit  of  visiting  the 
Maryland  ? 

Answer.  Unless  I  knew  them  I  would  allow  no  one  to 
come  on  board  after  I  took  charge. 

Question,     Any  threats  heard  by  you  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  that  she  will  be  burned  while 
she  was  building,  but  never  heard  a  word  after  she  was 
built. 

Question.     Who  employed  you  ? 

Answer.     Capt.  Landis. 

Question.     With  Capt.  Vardy's  consent? 

Answer.     By  Capt.  Landis  at  first. 

Question,  When  you  went  aboard  at  night  did  you  go 
all  through  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  just  around  the  boat,  and  would  see  if 
the  cabin  door  was  locked  and  forecastle  all  right. 

Question.     How  many  doors  were  there  ? 

Answer.     About  nine. 

Question.     Were  the  doors  kept  locked? 

Answer.  Not  until  Capt.  Vardy  ordered  them  locked 
after  she  came  up  on  her  last  trip. 

Question.     Were  they  locked  this  Sunday  ? 

Answer.     I  believe  they  were. 

Question.     Did  you  not  have  occasion  to  go  through  ? 

Answer.     I  went  through  fore  anl  aft  doors. 

Question.     Were  they  locked  ? 
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Answer.     There  were  no  locks  on  them. 
Question.     You  do  not  remember  if  the  other  doors  were 
locked  ? 

Answer.     No,  sir  ;  the  doors  were  fixed  that  day,  or  day 
before. 

Question.     What  were  regulations  about  men  staying  on 
board  ? 

Answer.     None  ;  some  men  were  there  and  some   wero 
not. 

Question.  Any  cooking  done  on  board  this  Sunday? 
Answer.  The  men  the  Sunday  previous  were  cooking 
their  suppers  in  the  galley  ;  I  thought  it  singular,  and 
asked  them  if  they  were  allowed  to  do  so  ;  they  said  yes  ; 
when  the  cook  came  next  day  he  complained  and  made  a 
row  about  it. 

Question.     Was  there  any  supper  this  Sunday  ? 
Answer.     No.     And  the  men  complained. 
Question.     Did  you  get  your  supper  on  board? 
Answer.     If  supper  was  on  the  table  I  would  be  asked  to 
eat  it.     I  had  my  dinner  home,  and  supper  there. 
Question.     But  if  no  supper  there? 

Answer.     The  steward  would  leave  me  a  biscuit  and  bread 
on  scuttle. 

Question.     Ever  remember  meeting  McCleary  and  others 
on  the  street  ? 

Answer.     I  was  going  after  beer  for  the  second  engineer 
when  I  met  them,  and  I  left  him  watching  for  me. 
Question.     Was  it  a  custom  for  you  to  go  for  beer. 
Answer.     Yes,  for  an  officer,  but  not  for  the  men.     The 
mate  would  be  at  the  boat  at  the  same  time. 
Question.     Where  did  you  first  see  fire  ? 
Answer.     In  the  waste  room,  next  to  the  companion  way, 
through  the  side  door. 

Question.     What  side  door  ? 
Answer.     On  the  side  of  house. 
Question.     Then  you  first  saw  fire  ? 
Answer.     Yes.     The  flame  was  in  there  when  I  opened 
the  door  ;  I  let  go  very  quick  and  ran  and  cried  fire ;  I  ran 
right  on  shore. 

Question.     Onshore — where? 

Answer.     At  Chase's  wharf,  foot  of  Caroline  street. 

Question.     Did  you  go  to  end  of  wharf  crying  fire? 

Answer.     Yes,  sir. 

Question.     Did  you  go  to  Thames  street  ? 

Answer.     Yes. 
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Question.     Did  you  run  to  fire  box  ? 

Answer.     I  know  nothing  of  fire  boxes. 

Question.     What  time  ? 

Answer.     About  7  or  7^  o'clock  I  first  yaw  fire. 

Question.     What  was  the  time  of  tlie  alarm  ? 

iinswer.  I  do  not  know.  Some  said  let  her  out  in  the 
river,  others  said  hold  on  till  the  fire  engines  get  here  ;  some 
cried  one  thing,  some  another ;  I  was  excited,  perplexed 
and  confused. 

Question.     How  long  from  alarm  until  arrival  of  engines? 

Answer.     An  hour  ;  but  every  moment  seemed  to  me  an 
hour,  and  the  time  seemed  long  until  the  engine  come. 
By  Mr.  Staylor. 

Question.     How  long  did  you  remain  in  cabin  ? 

Answer.     About  five  minutes  ;  I  stirred  up  the  fire. 

Question.  How  long  since  you  had  been  past  the  waste 
room  ? 

Answer.     A  few  minutes. 

Question.     How  long  were  you  off"  deck? 

Answer.     Not  five  minutes. 

Question.     How  long  were  you  ofi"  deck  for  matches  ? 

Answer.     Not  five  minutes. 

Question.     How  long  after  the  lights? 

Answer.     Fifteen  minutes. 

Question.     Altogether,  then,  you  were  off  deck  and  out 
sight  of  the  waste  room  door  the  night  of  the  fire,  and  im- 
, mediately  preceeding  the  fire,  twenty-five  minutes  ? 

Answer.     Yes. 

Question.  And  no  one  else  on  board  except  Mr.  Woolsey, 
in  the  cabin  asleep? 

Answer.     No  one  else. 

Question.     When  on  deck  are  you  always  in  sight? 

Answer.     No,  sir.     Persons  might  be  at  the  other  end 
the  boat  and  I  not  see  them. 
By  Mr.  McColgak. 

Question.     How  many  lights  were  used  on  board  ? 

Answer.     Three  ;  two  to  hang  up,  and  one  from  cabin. 

Question.     Did  you  smell  fire  ? 

Answer.  No  ;  but  I  may  not  have  noticed,  as  the  titove 
in  the  cabin  smokes. 

Question.  When  you  lit  lamps  where  were  you  this  Sun- 
day night  ? 

Answer.     On  the  same  side  of  boat  as  waste  room. 
By  Mr.  McCosker. 

Question.     AVhen  at  Reeder's  how  did  you  go  there? 
5 
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Answer.     I  used  to  travel  across  ferries,  and  on  Sunday 
the  other  way. 
By  Mr.  Staylor. 

*  Question.     Did  you  light  all  the  lamps  the  same  place  ? 

Answer.  No  ;  I  lighted  the  lights  up  stairs,  and  then 
the  lights  below. 

Question.      Did  you  not  ask  if  any  one  was  aboard  ? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  understood  there  was  no  one  there ; 
made  a  noise  in  the  cabin  to  see  if  any  one  was  there. 

JOHN  J.  JACKSON 

Sworn  and  testified. 

By  Mr.  McCosker. 

Question.  You  had  insurance  on  the  Chesapeake  and 
Maryland? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  I  re-insured  the  Monumental's  risk  for 
$2,500  on  the  Chesapeake  and  $10,000  on  the  Maryland. 

Question.     At  what  rates? 

Answer.     Two  per  cent. 

Question.     What  amount  of  loss  ? 

Answer.  On  Chesapeake  total,  on  Maryland  from  30  to 
33|  per  cent. 

Question.  Have  you  a  statement  of  the  adjustment  of  the 
Maryland? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  here  is  a  copy.  [See  Exibit  A.]  I  repre^ 
sent  the  Royal,  of  England.  Have  paid  full  amount  on 
Chesapeake,  and  will  pay  the  same  on  Maryland,  with  dis- 
count. 

Question.     When  rebuilt,  will  you  take  another  risk  ? 

Answer.  It  would  depend  upon  the  supervision.  The 
Commission,  as  at  present  constituted,  may  be  acceptable, 
but  I  would  not  take  another  risk  unless  the  Fire  Insurance 
Companies  were  represented.  The  two  marine  companies 
here  are  represented  by  Mr.  R.  R.  Kirkland. 

Question.  If  a  representative  of  the  Fire  Insurance 
Companies  and  the  Mayor  of  the  city  were  added,  would 
you  insure  ? 

Answer.  Certainly,  I  would.  The  general  towage  is 
objected  to.  My  impression  was  when  I  took  the  risk  that 
she  would  relieve  only  vessels  in  distress,  otherwise  I  should 
have  hesitated.  They  had  taken  a  step  to  have  the  boat  re- 
moved and  repaired  without  our  consent.  I  wanted  some 
builder  from  Wilmington,  Delaware,  to  see  her.    We  ought 
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to  have  had  a  voice.  We  were  obliged  to  submit  to  their 
estimate  of  costs,  which  I  do  not  think  right,  as  we  should 
have  had  a  voice  in  the  selection  of  the  place  where  she 
should  be  repaired. 

ANDREW  REESE 

Sworn  and  testified. 
By  Mr.  McCosker. 

Question.     What  Company  do  you  represent? 

Answer.     The  Howard  Fire  Insurance  Company. 

Question.     Did  you  have  a  risk  on  the  Chesapeake  ? 

Answer.     Yes  ;  |5,000.     Yet  with  usual  discount  off,  I 
think. 

Question.     What  amount  on  the  Maryland  ? 

Answer.     $5,000. 

Question.     What  was  amount  of  premium  ? 

Answer.     Two  per  cent. 

Question.     What  was  amount  of  loss  ? 

Answer.     $1,549.84  ;  a  little  over  30  per  cent. 

Question.  Have  the  Insurance  Company  determined  to 
pay  the  loss  ? 

Answer.  Our  Company  will  pay  it  immediately,  with 
the  customary  1^  per  cent.  off. 

Question.     Would  you  like  to  take  another  risk? 

Answer.     Not  a  dollar. 

Question.  If  a  Fire  Insurance  Company  were  repre- 
sented in  the  Board  of  Management,  would  you  ? 

Answer.     I  hardly  think  we  would  take  a  risk  under  any 
circumstances  whatever,  having  paid  twice. 
By  Mr.  McColgan. 

Question.  Has  employment  of  the  boat  in  towing  any- 
thing to  do  with  your  rate  of  premiums  or  indisposition  to 
re-issue  a  policy  ? 

Answer.     Not  at  all,  as  we  underwrite  tow-boats  for  less. 
The  fact  of  the  boat  having  been  destroyed  twice  proves 
negligence,  or  something  of  that  kind^  and  we  would  decline 
to  take  any  risk  hereafter. 
By  Mr.  Staylor. 

Question.  Under  no  consideration  would  you  re-issue? 
Answer.  No.  It  is  a  State  and  city  interest,  which  no 
one  cares  for.  If  a  suggestion  could  be  made,  I  would  sug- 
gest a  police-boat,  and  a  fire  and  ice-boat  combined  would  be 
better.  This  is  the  fourth  ice-boat  that  has  been  destroyed 
by  tire. 
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By  Mr.  MoCosker. 

Question.  Would  it  be  any  advantage  to  liave  a  repre- 
sentative of  a  Fire  Insurance  Company  and  the  Mayor  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  any  advantage.  As  a  gen- 
eral thing  insurance  men  have  much  to  attend  to.  ^  The  boat 
requires  attention,  and  there  must  have  been  some  negli- 
gence. I  doubt  very  much  if  the  boat  could  be  insured 
again  for  a  dollar  in  any  of  the  city  companies.  That  is  the 
general  feeling. 

Question.     Do  you  intend  to  pay  without  litigation? 

Answer.     Yes  ;  and  get  off  the  risk  by  cancellation. 

JOHN  B.  SEIDENSTRIOKER 
Sworn  and  testified. 
By  Mr.  McCosker. 

Question.  What  Fire  Insurance  Company  do  you  rep- 
resent ? 

Answer.  National  Fire  lusurance  Company  of  Balti- 
more. 

Question,     Had  you  any  risk  on  Maryland? 

Answer.     Yes,  sir  ;  $5,000. 

Question.     What  was  the  anaount  of  your  loss  ? 

Answer.     $1,549.84. 

Question,     Would  you  take  another  risk? 

Ansv/er.  Not  as  present  managed  ;  there  ought  to  be  a 
strict  military  charge  and  discipline,  and  compel  an  officer 
and  portion  of  the  crew  to  be  in  charge  all  the  time. 

Question.  Would  it  be  better  to  add  a  representative  of 
the  Fire  Insurance  Companies  and  the  Mayor  ? 

Answer.  It  would  be  better;  there  is  one  complaint 
against  ice-boats  ;  suppose  some  respectable  gentleman  was 
going  to  Europe  ;  the  ice-boat  takes  him  down  with  friends 
as  far  as  iron  light-house  ;  large  crowds  are  on  board,  and 
there  is  lack  of  discipline  ;  I  do  not  think  it  an  improper 
courtesy  to  extend  to  any  useful  public  man  ;  do  not  mis- 
understand me  ;  but  I  think  that  a  boat  used  for  this  pur- 
pose is  endangered  by  promiscuous  use  except  in  the  presence 
of  the  strictest  discipline. 

Question.  It  has  been  proven  that  the  boat  has  always 
been  paid  for  such  services  ? 

Answer,  I  am  glad  to  hear  it  ;  I  do  not  disapprove  of 
the  object ;  an  ice-boat  is  necessary  ;  the  oyster  dealers 
lose  immensely  in  time  and  money  ;  sooner  than  risk  boat 
and  cargo  they  pay  the  tug-boat's  charges,  and  the  consumer 
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has  to  pay  tlie  extortion  in  the  incrensed  price-  he  pays  for 
oysters  ;  it  is  the  worst  thing  that  can  happen  for  our  peo- 
ple for  our  harbor  to  he  closed  ;  the  suffering  entailed  upon 
the  poor  is  immense.   . 
By  Mr.  Staylor. 

Question.  In  case  of  addition  to  commissson  would  you 
re-insure  ? 

Answer.  We  must  know  the  character  of  the  risk  ;  we 
would  wait  to  see  what  system  of  discipline  would  he  estab- 
lished ;  I  cannot  always  believe  these  accidents  come  from 
carelessness  ;  but  men  look  upon  the  ice-boat  as  if  it  was  a 
scow. 
By  Mr.  McColgan. 

Question.     If  used  as  ice-boat  alone? 

Answer.     It  would  remove  all  prejudice  against  her. 

Question.     What  sort  of  man  is  Capt.  Landis? 

Answer.     A  most  excellent  one ;.  he  was  away  from  the 
boat,  and  no  way.  censurable. 
By  Mr.  McGosker. 

Question.     If  rebuilt  would  you  take  another  risk  ? 

Answer.       That    would   depend    upon    circumstanceSj    I 
repeat. 
By  Mr.  McColgan. 

Question.  Do  you  usually  take  fire  insurance  on  ves- 
sels ? 

Answer.  We  have  insurance  on  most  of  the  steamers 
running  in  our  bay  and  some  that  are  at  sea. 

Question,  Would  it  not  be  better  for  the  ice-boat  to  run 
only  in  winter  season,  and  then  as  ice-boat,  towing  only 
vessels  in  great  distress  ? 

Answer.  It  v/ould  be  decidedly  best ;  the  Baltimore 
Water  Comyjany  undertook  to  make  ice,  but  had  to.  give  it 
up  ;  they  all  took  fire  ;  they  ought  to  make  v*^atchmen  of 
stout,  active  men,  instead  of  old  men  ;  an  active  man  would 
have  extinguished  this  fire  with  the  water  standing  near  ; 
let  the  ice-boat  remain  an  ice-boat  ;  it  is  not  fair  or  proper 
that  the  ice-boat,  which  is  not  taxed,  should  be  placed  in 
competition  with  boats  that  pay  both  city  and  State  taxes. 
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FIFTH  DAY. 

Saturday,  February  17,  1872. 

WILLIAM  0.  SAVILLE 

Sworn  and  testified. 
By  Mr.  McCosker. 

Question.     What  position  do  you  hold  ? 

Answer.  Inspector  of  boilers  for  the  District  of  Balti- 
more. 

Question.     Did  you  inspect  the  boilers  of  the  Chesa- 
peake ? 

Answer.     Once. 

Question.     Were  the  boilers  inspected  more  than  once? 

Answer.     Once  before  by  my  predecessor. 

Question.     When  did  you  inspect  the  boilers  ? 

Answer.     A  few  weeks  before  the  explosion. 

Question.     They  were  good  ? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  I  could  not  get  inside  and  sent  the  engi- 
neer in  ;  the  boilers  were  so  good  I  would  have  been  willing 
to  sit  on  top  with  two  hundred  pounds  of  steam,  had  they 
been  in  charge  of  myself. 

Question.     They  were  in  batteries? 

Answer.     Yes  ;  three  forward  and  three  aft. 

Question.     Were  they  connected  ? 

Answer.  By  steam  pipe  and  boiler,  and  a  water  pipe 
(Feed)  running  across  the  front  ;  no  circulating  pipe. 

Question.     How  many  safety  valves  ? 

Answer.  At  least  four,  and  a  lock  valve  which  is  re- 
quired to  be  kept  locked,  and  the  inspector  keeps  the  key. 

Question.  Could  one  battery  be  worked  independent  of 
the  other  ? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  I  got  up  the  i3ressure  of  steam  on  one 
boiler  for  the  other  ;  you  could  run  the  forward  without  the 
aft  and  the  aft  without  the  forward. 

Question.  After  the  explosion  would  there  have  been  any 
difficulty  in  getting  into  Baltimore  ? 

Answer.  If  she  could  have  made  steam  enough.  The 
water  was  gone  out  of  the  boilers  not  exploded.  Eeeder's 
statement  was  that  he  went  to  work  to  pump  up  the  boilers 


71 

to  get-  up  steam.  I  took  away  his  license  as  engineer,  be- 
cause I  was  satisfied  that  the  boiler  exploded  for  want  of 
water,  and  if  the  present  law  had  been  in  force  I  would  have 
had  him  indicted  for  manslaughter.  The  assistant-engineer 
was  acting  without  license.  Mr.  Eeeder  went  for  him  at 
night  and  he  told  him  he  had  no  license,  but  he  was  pre- 
vailed upon  to  serve.  I  brought  suit  against  him.  I  was 
sorry  for  him  and  took  the  fine  of  |100  off  him  and  it  cost 
him  about  |50.  In  charge  of  a  competent  engineer  the 
vessel  could  have  been  brought  to  Baltimore.  The  boilers 
ought  to  have  been  pumped  up  at  once.  The  men  refused 
to  pump  because  they  had  no  confidence  in  Mr.  Reeder.  A 
fireman  testified  before  me,  at  the  investigation,  that  of  IS 
gauge-cocks  one  only  could  be  opened  with  a  stick.  The 
glass-cock  leaked  so  badly  a  plug  had  to  be  put  in  it  to  pre- 
vent scalding  the  men.  The  boilers  have  long  blisters  the 
size  of  two  hands  on  them,  occasioned  by  mud,  when  he 
got  aground.  The  first  duty  of  the  engineer  was  to  blow  the 
boilers  out  as  soon  as  he  reached  the  shore.  The  boilers  had 
never  foamed  before,  and  he  must  have  known  that  there 
was  mud  in  his  boilers. 
By  Mr.  Smith. 

Question.     You  are  an  engineer? 

Answer.  Yes.  I  was  in  the  Navy  and  passed  an  exam- 
ination of  the  Board  of  Engineers. 

Question.     Was  the  iron  of  proper  tenacity  ? 

Answer.  The  boilers  had  been  painted,  but  I  am  satisfied 
the  iron  was  of  proper  tenacity. 

Question.     What  was  the  character  of  the  engineer  ? 

Answer.  I  revoked  his  license  and  have  refused  to 
return  it.  I  heard  he  had  been  on  a  drunken  spree  on  the 
Matilda  and  knocked  the  Captain  down.  Capt.  Kirwau 
discharged  him  for  being  drunk.  He  called  him  in  the  en- 
gine room  and  knocked  him  down  with  an  iron  bar.  His 
reputation  for  sobriety  was  bad  and  his  disposition  was  to 
put  off  everything  until  "  to-morrow." 

Question.     Who  employed  him  ? 

Answer.     I  do  not  know. 

Question.     He  is  a  relative  of    Mr.  Reeder,  the  builder  ? 

Answer.     A  nephew. 

Qui-stion.  You  attribute  the  destruction  of  the  Chesa- 
peake to  the  fault  of  the  engineer  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  he  had  a  general  reputation  for 
drunkenness. 

Question.     Did  you  examine  the  boilers  of  the  Maryland  ? 
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Answer.  Thoroughly.  They  kept  pressure  of  120  for 
several  hours.     I  allowed  her  80  pounds. 

Question.  Were  the  arrangements  iu  the  fire-room  per- 
fect ? 

Answer.  It  was  perfect  ;  nothing  more  could  have  been 
put  upon  her. 

Question.     Every  proper  care  was  shown? 

Answer.  Yes.  I  wished  to  inspect  her  as  a  passage 
boat  ;  then  she  would  liave  required  a  steam-pipe,  also  at- 
tachments, a  water-jiipe  running  to  hurricane  deck,  a 
recording  steam-gauge  ;  if  over  500  tons  three  fire  extin- 
guishers. They  objected.  Carry  it  to  the  Supreme  Court, 
they  said  they  would,  before  I  should  so  inspect  it.  We 
inspected  the  boat,  then,  under  their  application. 

Question.     What  was  the  objection  ? 

Answer.     The  additional  expense  of  fitting  her  on!;. 
By  Mr.  McCosker. 

Question.     Tou  inspect  all  steamers? 

Answer,  All  except  the  Leila.  Davidson  and  the  Attor- 
ney "^^eral  fought  it  hard,  on  the  ground  she  did  not  go 
out  the  Tvaters  of  Maryland.  The  staybolt  on  Leila  gave 
out. 

Question.     Did  you  examine  fire  room  in  Maryland  ? 

Answer.  The  floor  was  lined  ;  it  was  an  iron  fiijor  ;  the 
iron  was  sixteen  inches  thick  all  around  and  two  feet  in  the 
rear. 

Question.  Tou  was  not  on  board  at  any  time  during  the 
Commission  ? 

Answer.  Only  a  few  minutes  ;  there  were  no  beams 
about  the  boilers  ;  the  ordinary  precautions  were  taken. 

Question.     Don't  the  law  require  pumps  forward  and  aft? 

Answer.     Yes,  if  she  had  not  been  inspected  as  a  tug  ; 
according  to  act  of  Congress  as  a  tovriug  boat,  she  was  not 
required  to  carry  a  pump. 
By  Mr.  McColgan. 

Question.  What  witnesses  testified  before  you  as  to 
sobriety  of  engineer  ? 

Answer.  The  mate  was  one  ;  a  deck  hand,  Francis  Dow- 
dy, another  ;  he  appeared  to  know  everything  that  was  going 
on. 

Question.  Was  there  any  evidence  before  you  thatReed- 
er  was  ever  drunk  on  Chesapeake  ? 

Answer.     I  do  not  think  so. 

Question.     What  did  Captain  Griggs  say  ? 

Answer.     I  believe  that,  ''  he  was  sober.  " 
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Question.  You  were  a  witness  in  the  case  of  Stirling 
&  Ahrens  ? 

Answer.     Yes,  and  experts  all  conflicted. 

Question.  Was  it  not  the  same  when  boiler  at  planing 
mill  exploded  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not,  not  so  much,  the  explosion  Avas 
caused  by  the  middle  plate  being  there. 

Question.  Wiiat  do  you  think  is  the  cause  of  most 
explosions  ? 

Answer.     Low  water  in  a  majority  of  cases. 

Question.  Suppose  muddy  water  is  pumped  into  a  boiler, 
has  that  a  tendency  to  produce  explosion? 

Answer.     Yes  ;  it  foams  and  burns^  but  I  never  saw  an 
explosion  from  that  cause. 
By  Mr.  Statlor. 

Question.  Specifically^  why  did  you  take  away  the 
license  of  the  engineer  of  Chesapeake? 

Answer.     For  neglect  of  duty ;  when  he  vv'ent  to  boilers 
he  could  not  find  any  water  in  them,  and  this  was  the  best 
evidence. 
By  Mr.  McColCxA:^. 

Question.  If  the  boilers  explode,  could  the  force  of 
explosion  blov/  out  water  ? 

Answer,     It  vv'as  not  tlie  case  in  this  instance. 

Question.  The  boilers  were  all  connected  before  they 
reached  engine? 

Answer.     Yes,  by  steam  pipe. 

Question.  Would  not  the  same  pressure  be  on  the  for- 
ward boilers  as  on  the  aft  ? 

Answer.  In  a  battery  of  boilers  you  can  drive  all  the 
water  from  one  boiler  to  the  other.  You  make  an  intense 
heat  in  a  boiler,  water  boils  in  that  boiler,  a  vacuum  is 
created,  and  the  steam  goes  through  to  the  other  boilers. 

Question.  Would  not  the  ])ressure  through  the  connect- 
ing pipe  be  the  same  pressure? 

Answer.  Iso  ;  not  if  the  pipe  was  large  enough.  The 
pressure  would  be  towards  the  engine  by  connecting  pipe 
and  not  around  to  the  other  boilers.  The  pressure  would 
be  the  same,  less  what  made  its  way  out  by  steam  pipe ; 
contra  the  only  effect  would  be  to  pass  through  the  pipe  all 
the  way  round,  and  its  only  exit  being  the  fracture  in  the 
boiler. 

Question.  There  is  no  water  connection  between  the 
batteries  ? 

Answer.     None  ;  my  theory  of  explosion  is  she  had  just 
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let  go  brig,  and  released  from  heavy  strain  and  made  speed, 
and  throttled  down  ;  the  water  found  its  level  and  being 
low,  the  boiler  got  hot  and  away  she  went. 

Question.     Have  you  examined  Maryland  since  the  fire? 

Answer.     Yes. 

Question.     What  is  your  o{)inion? 

Answer.  I  think  tlie  fire  in  the  hold  was  caused  by  the 
draught ;  Captain  KoUins,  of  the  Bolivar,  told  me  he  saw 
the  fire  on  the  deck  and  it  was  not  larger  than  a  spittoon. 
It  must  have  broken  out  in  the  waste-room,  and  the  current 
took  it  down  and  up  the  smoke  stack. 

Question.     Was  the  door  on  the  port  side  ? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  the  captain  said  he  heard  some  one  say: 
"Some  one  go^  halloa  fire." 

BALTUS  WAGNER 

Sworn  and  testified. 
By  Mr.  McColgan. 

Question.     You  are  private  watchman  at  Eeeder's  wharf? 

Answer.     Yes  ;  for  seven  or  eight  years. 

Question.  You  were  then  all  the  time  the  Maryland  was 
there  ? 

Answer.     Yes. 

Question.     Do  you  know  Captain  Miskelly  ? 

Answer.     Yes  ;  he  was  watchman  at  the  time. 

Question.     How  often  did  he  leave  his  boat? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  that  ;  sometimes  going  out  he 
told  me  to  look  out  for  his  boat.  He  would  be  gone  from 
fifteen  minutes  to  half  an  hour. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  his  staying  from  the  time 
he  so  left  until  11  or  12  o'clock? 

Answer.     No,  sir  ;  on  no  occasion. 

Question.     Any  arrangement  between  you  two  ? 

Answer.  Yes*  on  Sunday  I  would  watch  sometime  for 
him. 

Question.     What  time  ? 

Answer.     From  5|  o'clock  until  7|  A.  M.;  he  might  have 
gone  out  without  my  noticing  it,  as  I  was  in   the  shop   a 
great  deal  attending  to  my  business. 
By  Mr.  Staylor. 

•  Question.  What  time  have  you  seen  Captain  Miskelly 
leave  ? 

Answer.     About  6  o'clock  and  stay  until  about  7. 
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Question.     How  long  was  the  Maryland  at  Eeeder's? 

Answer.     I  do  not  know. 

Question.     Did  you  see  him  every  night? 

Answer.     Yes  ;  if  he  went  away  he  said,  "  look  out  for 
the  boat." 

Question,     He  watched  for  you  in  return  ? 

Answer.     No. 

Question.     Could  he  not  slip  out? 

Answer.     I  cannot  tell. 
By  Mr.  Smith. 

Question.     Did  you  look  upon  him  as  a  faithful  watch- 
man? 

Answer. — He  is  good  enough  for  the  boat. 

Question.     If  you  had  been  owner  of  the  boat,  would  you 
have  trusted  it  to  him  ? 

Answer.     Yes,  sir. 
By  Mr.  McColgan. 

Question;     Is  the  yard  enclosed  ? 

Answer.     There  is  a  fence  all  around,  and  to  get  in  the 
yard  you  have  to  get  in  the  front  door. 

WILLIAM  WILLIAMS 

Eecalled. 

By  Mr.  McColgan. 

Question.     You  know  Captain  Miskelly? 

Answer.     For  twenty  or  thirty  years. 

Question.      Where  is  your  beat  ? 

Answer.     On  Light  street  wharf,  from   Lee  to  Conway 
streets. 

Question.     When  the  Maryland  was  at  Eeeder's,  did  you 
see  Captain  Miskelly  at  night? 

Answer.  Pretty  nearly  every  night  ;  he  would  be  going 
over  into  town  about  seven  or  seven  and  a  half  o'clock,  and 
return  about  eleven  or  twelve  o'clock  ;  there  is  no  possi- 
bility of  my  being  mistaken  ;  I  knew  him  well,  and  one 
right  spoke  to  him. 
By  Mr.  Smith. 

Question.     What  time  was  it  ? 

Answer.     It  might  have  been  eleven  or  twelve  o'clock ; 
every  night  I  savir  him  coming  back,  not  earlier  than  ten 
and  a  half  o'clock  and  not  later  than  twelve. 
By  Mr.  McColgan. 

Question.     Had  you  seen  him  recently  before  ? 

Answer.     Not  for  twenty-two  years  ;  I  last  saw  him  in. 
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1852  on  Jackson's   wharf,  when  I  was  mate  of  a  boat,  and 
liave  not  seen  him  since. 
By  Mr.  Staylor. 

Question.  Do  I  understand  you  to  swear  that  Captain 
Miskelly,  Avhile  emploj-ed  as  watchman  to  Maryland  at  Reed- 
er's,  was  seen  hy  you  going  over  into  town  every  evening 
early,  and  not  returning  until  11  or  12  o'clock? 

Answer.     Yes. 
By  Mr.  McCosker. 

Question.     Might  he  not  have  been  earlier? 

Answer.     Never  remember  his   being  earlier   than    JO^ 
o'clock. 
By  Mr.  Smite. 

Question.     Are  you  certain  of  identity  ? 

Answer.     Positively  certain. 

Question.     Did  you  see  him  after  boat  was  removed? 

Answer.     No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  see  him  before  boat  was  placed  at 
Reeder's  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  remember  these  times  as  I  lived  in 
the  vicinity  of  Reeder's  yard. 

CAPT.  JOSEPH  MISKELLY 

Recalled. 

By  Mr.  McColgait. 

Question.  You  were  employed  on  Maryland  as  watch- 
man from  the  time  she  was  launched? 

Answer.     Yes. 

Question.  What  time  did  your  v/atch  commence  at 
Reeder's? 

Answer.  At  bell  time.  I  would  then  go  up  Light  street 
wharf  after  my  sur)per  ;  after  oysters  sometimes. 

Question.  I  asked  you  if  you  had  gone  up  Light  street, 
and  you  ansv/ered  "  no  "  ? 

Answer.  I  did  nof  understand  you,  or  what  you  meant 
by  Light  street ;  sometimes  it  is  called  Cheapsides. 

Question.  You  have  been  sailing  from  Baltimore  these 
many  years  ? 

Answer.     Yes. 

Question.     You    were  in   the  habit  of  going  over  .Light 
street  wharf,  then,  at  night  ? 
•   Answer.     Yes,  to  get  oysters. 

Question.  Do  you  uot  think  it  was  your  duty  under  your 
oath,  when  examined,  to  tell  me  this  ? 
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Answer.     I  did  not  understand  you. 
By  Mr   Statlor. 

Question.  ♦Where  were  you  standing  on  Maryland  when 
you  struck  matches? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  :  my  memory  is  bad  since  I 
had  typhoid  fever. 

Question.     Tou  left  boat  only  to  get  matches  ? 

Answer.     Yes.  » 
By  Mr.  McCosker. 

Question.  When  you  left  at  Eeeder's  did  you  tell  watch- 
man ? 

Answer.  Yes,  when  I  left ;  and  he  seen  me  when  I  eame 
in. 

By  Mr.  Staylor. 
•Question.     Did  you  see  officer  Williams  ? 

Answer,     Yes,  I  have. 
By  Mr.  Smith. 

Question.     Who  employed  you  ? 

Answer.     Captain  Landis. 

Question.     What  were  your  instrjctions? 

Answer.  To  look  after  the  boat,  p.nd  especially  as  re- 
garding fire,  and  over  there  we  were  not  allowed  any  lights. 

Question.  What  instructions  did  vou  receive  from  Oapt. 
Vardy? 

Answer  l^ot  to  allow  strangers  to  come  on  board.  Any 
one  that  I  knew  I  could  permit  on  board. 

Question."     Who  was  on  the  boat  generally  with  you? 

Answer.     Tv\'^o  of  the  crew. 

Question,     Was  this  the  custom  ? 

Answer.  Always.  The  Sunday  previous  I  found  the 
men  cooking  their  own  supper.  I  asked  them  if  they  had 
that  privilege.  They  said  yes.  When  the  cook  and  stew- 
ard came  down  in  the  morning  there  was  a  noise.  Next 
Sunday,  the  day  of  the  fire,  the  place  was  .locked.  Captain 
Landis  v/as  often,  about,  looking  after  everything.  At 
Eeeder's  I  took  charge  Saturday  evening  until  Monda}^  ;  at 
Chase's  wharf  I  took  charge  on  the  Sunday  evening  of  the 
fire,  and  there  was  no  one  to  look  out  for  the  boat  but  me. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  threats  against  the 
ice-boat  ? 

Answer.  Heard  that  we  were  building  anotiier  ice-boat 
to  be  burned  up. 

Question.     You  heard  there. was  a  feeling? 

Answer.     Yes  ;  a  bitter  feeling  ? 

Question.     Did  you  apprehend  danger  ? 
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Answer. 

Question, 
lax  ? 

Answer. 

Qnestion. 
fire? 

Answer. 

Question. 

Answer. 

Question, 
found  fire? 

Answer. 

Question. 

Answer. 

Question. 

Answer. 

Question. 

Answer. 

Question. 

Answer. 

Question. 

Answer. 

Question. 

Answer. 

Question. 

Answer. 

Question. 

Answer. 

Question. 

Answer. 

Question, 
fire-room  ? 

Answer. 

Question. 

Answer. 


No,  I  did  not. 
The  rules  regarding  watching  the  boat  were 

Yes  ;  there  were  no  rules. 
What  was  the  time  when  you  discovered  the 

About  71  or  8  o'clock. 

You  had  just  been  off  the  boat  ? 
Yes  :  to  get  matches  to  light  the  lamps 

How  long  was  it  after  your  return  before  you 

One  hour. 

You  had  walked  around  the  waste-room  ? 
Yes. 

Was  it  a  clear  night  ? 
No,  a  dull  night. 

You  noticed  no  unusual  smell  ? 
No. 

How  did  you  detect  the  fire? 
By  seeing  a  light. 

There  was  no  smoke  ? 
I  did  not  detect  any. 

What  did  you  do  ? 
I  jumped  ashore  and  gave  an  alarm. 

Did  you  leave  the  door  open  or  shut  ? 
Door  open. 

Were  buckets  of  water  convenient  ? 
Yes. 

Why  did  you  not  use  them  ? 
I  do  not  know  ;   but  I  ran  to  give  the  alarm. 

Did   you  notice  any  smoke  coming  from  the 


No,  sir. 

What  were  your  principal  instructions. 
To  guard  against  fire. 
By  Mr.  Statlok. 

Question.     You  were  walking  along  the  deck  when  you 
saw  the  light  ? 
Answer.     Yes. 

Question.     What  time  did  you  go  down  in  the  cabin  ? 
Answer.     Half-past  6  o'clock  ;  I  knocked  about  the  stove 
for  the  purpose  of  waking  up  the  engineer  if  he  was  on 
board  ;  but  received  no  reply.    I  am  positive  no  smoke  came 
up  from  the  fire-room. 

'^upstion.     How  was  your  attention  first  attracted  towards 
1 
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Answer.  By  seeing  a  light  iu  tlie  room  through  the  key- 
hole. 

Question.  Did  you  see  any  stranger  on  board  that  even- 
ing ? 

Answer.     No,  sir. 

GEORGE   B.  COALE 

Sworn  and  testified : 
By  Mr.  McCosker. 

Question.     What  is  your  Company? 

Answer.  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  and  agent  ofHome 
and  Hartford,  and  North  British. 

Question.     What  insurance  had  you  in  the  Maryland  ? 

Answer.  For  Home,  $5,000  ;  Hartford  So, 000,  and  North 
British  $10,000.  The  losses  were  on  a  total  of  $24,797.53, 
one-eighth  on  the  $10,000  and  one-sixteenth  on  each  $5,000 
policy.     We  have  agreed  to  pay. 

Question.     W^ill  you  take  another  risk? 

Answer.  I  think  not,  as  there  is  a  moral  risk,  a  hazard 
from  vindictiveness  on  the  part  of  any  person  which  cannot 
be  estimated.  I  heard  the  night  of  the  fire  the  first  time 
she  was  threatened.  Heard  the  talk  in  the  crowd,  that  she 
was  burned  by  the  tug-boat  men.  The  next  day  Captain 
Cooper,  Port  Warden^  and  a  member  of  the  Legislature,  said, 
"  Mr.  Coale,  you  will  never  be  able  to  keep  an  ice-boat  in 
this  harbor  as  long  as  you  allow  her  to  do  towing."  I  would 
object  to  take  another  risk  on  account  of  vindictiveness  of 
certain  men,  not  on  account  of  management,  which  I  have 
no  reason  to  question.  I  do  not  wish  a  more  competent  and 
energetic  man  than  Captain  Landis.  He  has  been  captain 
of  vessels  for  years,  and  I  have  had  heavy  risks  on  him. 
His  reputation  is  fair  and  without  blemish.  For  thirty-two 
years  he  never  called  upon  the  underwriters  for  a  dollar. 
This  is  not  accidental,  but  was  a  result  secured  only  by  con- 
summate ability,  energy  and  good  management. 

Question.  If  towing  was  abolished  would  you  then  in- 
sure ? 

Answer.  Personally  I  answer  no.  My  companies  have 
been  called  upon  to  pay  for  two  boats  in  twelve  months^  and 
without  any  further  consideration  I  should  prefer  to  stand 
off. 

Question.  With  proper  discipline  the  ice-boat  would  be 
of  great  service  ? 
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Answer.  Yes.  She  sliould  be  kept  out  iu  the  stream, 
Avith  more  than  one  watchman  aboard.  She  is  of  the  greatest 
importance.  The  bark  Amazon  was  off  the  moutli  of  the 
Magothy  river  surrounded  by  ice.  The  Diipont  brought 
her  up  and  charged  her  $500.  The  same  boat  was  brought 
up  from  Swan  Point  for  $200.  I  would  not  aHow  the  claim 
of  $500.  I  went  to.  the  owner  of  the  tug,  who  said  ''  the 
vessel  was  in  distress  and  danger  ;  ought  you  not  to  pay 
more?"  -a,nd  because  I  would  not  accede  to  this  proposition 
he  said  he  would  not  treat  with  me  at  all.  The  ice-boat 
prevents  this  extortion  from  tugs. 
By  Mr.  Smitu. 

Question.  What  do  you  think  of  legislation  fixing  rates 
of  towage? 

Answer.  We  are  without  any  regulation,  I  see  no  i-ea- 
son  v\'hy  steam-tugs  should  not  have  a  prescribed  tariff  the 
same  as  hacks. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  any  complaints  against  the 
ice-boat? 

Answer.  Mr.  Shriver  had  the  boat  sent  to  Chesapeake 
Cit)^  It  was  the  occasion  of  considerable  expression  of 
opinion.  I  heard  she  had  charged  too  much.  Captain  Lan- 
dis  came  and  asked  me,  and  I  said  no.  It  is  impossible  for 
the  underwriters  go  into  the  market  without  being  charged 
three  prices.  An  ice-boat  is  a  matter  of  public  interest  to 
every  one,  and  should  be  kept  out  of  the  hands  of  politics. 
A  fire-engine  might  be  added  to  her  equipment,  and  the 
President  of  the  Fire  Beard  or  Mayor  be  made  a  member  of 
the  Board. 

Question.  If  the  prejudice  against  the  ice-boat  was  done 
away  with,  would  you  insure? 

Answer.  If  the  prejudice  were  removed  she  would  be  a 
good  risk.  She  might  be  confined  to  breaking  ice  and  the 
heavier  towage.  She  ought  to  keep  the  track  open  all  the 
time,  and  as  a  relief  beat  she  ought  to  have  entire  liberty 
to  aid  in  distress. 
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SIXTH  DAY. 

Monday,  February  19,  1872. 
GEORaS  A.  COLEMAN 
Sworn  and  testified. 

By  Mr.  McGoskbr. 

Question.     Did  you  notice  the  working  of  the  ice-boat? 

Answer.  Not  particularly  so  ;  my  business  interests 
would  not  bring  me  in  contact  with  her. 

Question.     Did  you  ever  hear  any  direct  threats  ? 

Answer.  Never  have  ;  have  heard  the  tug  men  find  con- 
siderable fault  with  the  ice-boats  towiog  vessels  ;  they  say 
the  boat  was  detrimental  to  their  interests,  and  not  intended 
for  that  purpose. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  a  conversation  in  your  office 
some  time  ago  about  ice-boat  when  Mr.  Wheedon  was 
present  ? 

Answer.  No  ;  1  had  not  been  in  business  then  for  a 
year  ;  have  had  frequent  conversations  and  heard  opinions. 

Question.     There  has  been  considerable  feeling  ? 

Answer.  I  am  aware  of  that  fact ;  it  is  a  subject  that 
has  been  much  discussed  in  the  office  of  Coleman  &  Bailey. 
By  Mr.  Smith. 

Question.     Did  you  ever  hear  any  threats  ? 

Answer.  Never  did  ;  all  I  heard  was  that  the  tug-boat 
men  w^ere  displeased. 

Question.  Did  it  never  occur  to  you  that  the  ice-boat  was 
in  danger  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  had  a  better  opinion  of  the  tug-boat 
men. 

Question.     What  is  your  opinion  now  ? 

Answer.  I  never  had  the  slightest  idea  that  the  boat  was 
destroyed  by  an  incendiary  ;  inasmuch  as  she  had  been  on 
duty,  and  had  come  up  that  morning  with  fires  on  board,  I 
am  inclined  to  attribute  it  to  accident. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  what  opportunity  an  incen- 
diary had  or  what  discipline  prevailed  on  that  boat  ? 

Answer.     No,  sir. 
6 
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By  Mr.  McCosKER. 

Question.  What  would  be  proper  discipline  to  prevent 
incendiarism  ? 

Answer.  She  ought  to  he  properly  watched  ;  one  watch- 
man is  not  suiBcient,  and  she  ought  to  be  moored  in  the 
stream,  so  that  if  parties  had  any  design  they  could  not 
get  on  her. 

Question.  Would  it  not  be  best  to  keep  an  officer  and  a 
portion  of  the  crew  on  her  all  the  time  ? 

Answer.  Most  decidedly  ;  I  was  speaking  to  my  friend 
Dr.  Cole  on  that  very  subject  ;  the  boat  should  have  a  reg- 
ular crew  and  officers  to  attend  and  command  them  ;  they 
were  in  the  habit  of  picking  up  men  ;  however,  the  boat 
was  in  charge  of  Oapt.  Landis,  a  gentleman  of  the  highest 
order  and  an  officer  of  the  greatest  ability  and  ripe  experi- 
ence, who  doubtless  took  all  the  precautions  that  were 
necessary. 

Question.  Do  you  think  it  advisable  to  use  her  as  a  tug- 
boat in  competition  with  tug-boats  ? 

Answer.  I  was  a  member  of  the  Legislature  that  passed 
this  law,  and  I  may  say  the  principal  in  getting  her  up,  and 
that  was  not  the  intention  ;  the  intention  was  to  keep  the 
harbor  open  and  to  relieve  large  ships  in  distress  ;  at  the 
time  there  were  large  boats  arriving  of  2,000  tons  burthen, 
who  were  compelled  to  be  lightered  down  the  river,  before 
they  could  come  up,  by  schooners  ;  the  idea  was  that  we 
should  have  a  boat  that  could  take  off  these  vessels  200  or 
300  tons  of  guano,  so  as  not  to  keep  them  in  the  ice  for  five 
or  six  weeks. 

Question.     Was  she  to  be  called  on  at  all  seasons  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  at  any  time  ;  she  was  to  be  used  in  the 
absence  of  ice  as  a  tow  boat,  in  a  measure. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  discrimination,  on 
the  part  of  the  boat,  in  favor  of  any  one  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  In  the  summer  season  she  laid  at 
anchor  at  the  Bite,  off  Canton,  and  would  accompany  Ger- 
man steamers.     This  gave  rise  to  some  comment. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  know  the  vessel  passing  one  ves- 
sel in  distress  to  assist  another  ? 

Answer.     No,  sir. 
By  Mr.  Staylor. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  an  insurance  agent  say 
that,  had  he  heard  reports  he  had  since  heard,  previous  to 
taking  a  risk,  he  would  not  have  done  so  ? 

Answer.     No,  sir  ;  never  heard  any  thing  of  the  kind. 
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By  Mr.  Smith. 

Question.  You  are  a  ship-master,  and  have  followed  the 
sea? 

Answer.     Tes,  sir. 

Question.     Was  Captain  Landis  careful  and  efficient? 

Answer.  He  has  always  had  that  reputation,  and  from 
my  knowledge  deservedly. 

Question.     Who  had  management  of  the  boat  ? 

Answer.  Captain  Landis.  It  was  his  duty  to  see  every- 
thing was  conducted  right. 

Question.  I  would  ask  you  this  question  :  If  captain 
leaves  a  boat  at  10  o'clock,  if  her  officer  leaves  at  9  or  10 
o'clock,  if  the  boat  is  left  in  charge  of  a  proraiscous  crew  of 
deck  hands  and  firemen  until  an  indefinite  time  in  after- 
noon, would  you  deem  that  sufficient  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  In  the  absence  of  the  captain  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  chief  officer  to  remain. 

W.  H.  PEROT, 

Sworn,  and  testified  : 
By  Mr.  McCosker.  ' 

Question.     What  is  your  business  ? 

Answer.     Shipping  and  commission  business. 

Question.     Have  you  a  tug? 

Answer.     Yes,  I  own  a  tug. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  working  of 
ice-boat  ? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  she  has  been  employed  not  only  in  win- 
ter, but  in  summer,  in  towing. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  that  she  was  ever  used  in 
any  particular  interest  ? 

Answer.     No,  I  have  not. 

Question.  •  Are  there  any  regular  tariff  of  rates  estab- 
lished by  tug  boats? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  any  tariff,  but  it  is  reduced 
to  a  system  for  vessels  in  ordinary  cases. 

Question.  When  the  harbor  is  obstructed,  and  vessels  in 
danger  ? 

Answer.     There  is  no  tariff,  and  the  charge  is  regulated 
according  to  circumstances  ;  in  ordinary  times,  to  give  you 
an   idea,  we  charge   for   towage   to   Cape   Henry  $150,  to 
Swan  Point  ^zO,  and  in  proportion  for  shorter  distances. 
By  Mr.  Statlor. 

Question.     What  time  do  these  charges  rule  ? 
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Answer.     When  the  harbor  is  clear  of  ice. 

Question.  Have  you  any  standard  when  the  ice  and  har- 
bor is  opened  by  the  ice-boat? 

Answer.  No  particular  standard  ;  I  have  known  oyster 
boats  to  pay  $50  or  $75  to  get  through  ;  sometimes  it  is  im- 
practicable to  tow  at  all  in  the  winter  without  an  ice-boat ; 
there  is  no  tariff  in  winter. 

Question.     There  is  a  necessity  for  an  ice-boat  ? 

Answer.  Most  decidedly  ;  the  only  point  I  made  with 
the  Commissioners  was,  that  they  ought  not  to  employ  the 
ice-boat  this  way  ;  I  read  the  law,  and  it  was  permissive  ; 
I  left  the  matter  to  their  judgments  ;  the  object  was  to  keep 
the  harbor  open  and  to  prevent  excessive  charges  ;  I  told 
them  that  my  object  in  purchasing  tug  was  to  have  ray  own 
vessels  brought  up  from  Cape  Henry,  and  to  assist  others  ; 
my  boat  lost  $5,000  the  first  3^ear,  $5,000  the  second  year, 
and  she  is  in  debt  now  more  than  she  is  worth  ;  the  smaller 
tugs  confined  themselves  to  the  vicinity  of  Baltimore,  and  I 
purchased  a  large  tug  to  go  to  the  lower  part  of  the  bay. 
By  Mr.  McCosker. 

Question.     You  can  tell  us  about  the  Amazon  ? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  the  bark  Amazon  wasf  caught  in  the  ice 
near  Magothy  ;  her  side  was  open  ;  she  was  dragging  her 
anchor,  and  there  was  danger  of  her  going  ashore  ;  she 
signaled,  and  only  my  tug  answered  and  went  to  her,  and 
carried  her  to  Annapolis,  and  then  brought  her  up  ;  the 
captain  agreed  to  pay  $500  ;  it  has  never  been  paid  ;  I  only 
had  the  statement  of  my  own  captain,  and  if  I  had  received 
the  statement  of  the  captain  of  the  Amazon  it  was  open  to 
modification  ;  the  master  of  the  Amazon  signed  the  bill  ; 
the  bill  is  not  disputed,  it  is  the  value  of  the  services  ren- 
dered. 

Question.  Did  you  think  the  competition  of  the  ice-boat 
just  ? 

Answer.  Certainly  not ;  when  the  tugs  are  not  ample 
then  it  is  proper  for  the  ice-boat  to  tow  ;  I  argued  with  the 
Commissioners  that  she  ought  not  to  be  used  for  towage. 

Question.     You  have  a  number  of  vessels  ? 

Answer.  Yes  a  good  many  :  I  own  but  five,  but  many 
chartered  vessels  come  to  me* 

Question.  Is  there  any  objection  to  her  being  used  as  a 
lighter  when  insufficiency  of  water  prevents  vessels  from 
getting  to  and  from  Baltimore. 

Answer.  I  think  not.  When  the  ordinary  supply  of 
tonnage  is  not  sufficient  she  was  intended  as  a  supplement. 
As  used  she  was  injurious  to  private  interests. 
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By  Mr.  Staylor. 

Question.  How  would  it  answer  to  establish  a  tariff  of 
charges  ? 

Answer.  How  would  you  fix  tariff;  it  would  he  better 
to  leave  it  under  competition.  There  is  not  business  enough 
and  my  boat  is  idle  half  the  time.  I  have  been  urging  my 
Captain  when  down  the  river  to  bring  boats  up  for  any 
compensation.  If  the  tariff  is  too  low  it  will  drive  boats  off. 
There  is  no  difficulty  about  towage  in  summer.  Parties 
wishing  to  go  out  go  round  to  the  tugs  and  the  man  who 
will  do  it  for  five  dollars  less  gets  it.  In  ice  time  a  tariff 
cannot  be  fixed  ;  one  day  the  ice  is  thin,  another  day  it  is 
thick,  and  if  the  tariff  is  not  remunerative  the  tug-boats 
will  not  risk.  This  Amazon  case  is  the  only  one  of  the  kind. 
Question.  Could  not  tariff  he  established  if  the  ice-boat 
keeps  the  harbor  open  and  the  tug-boats  tow  ? 

Answer.  It  is  difficult  to  estimate  this.  I  had  a  vessel 
towed  into  Hampton  Koads  by  a  steamer.  It  took  the 
steamer  ten  hours  and  charged  $15,000.  We  objected  and 
paid  $5,000,  and  we  thought  it  not  very  extravagant. 

Question.  What  would  be  your  charge  to  bring  a  pungy 
from  the,  new  Fort  up  ? 

Answer.     Not  very  much,  unless  the  ice  wes  very  heavy — 
$15    or  thereabouts  would   probably  be    the  charge,    but  it 
would  depend  on  the  ice.     You  cannot    make  any  estimate 
until  you  learn  the  service  performed,  and  each  case  has  dis- 
tinct features  of  service  that  cannot  be  anticipated. 
Question.     I  heard  an  oyster-boat  paid^f  125. 
Answer.     I    never  heard  of  such   a  charge.     A  number 
might  be   charged  that  much  as   oyster  boats  are  generally 
towed  up  in  fleets. 
By  Mr.  BIcColgan. 

Question.  Are  there  any  other  tugs  besides  yours  that 
tow  boats  to  Cape  Henry  ? 

Answer.  There  were  two  boats  there,  but  it  was  difficult 
for  inward  bound  vessels  to  find  tugs  from  the  Capes,  as  the 
tugs  principally  operated  at  this  end.  Now  there  are  more 
boats  that  go  to  the  Capes. 

Question.  How  many  guano  ships  were  there  arriving  at 
this  port  ? 

Answer.     Not  more  than  two  or  three. 
Question.     Was    there  any    particular    season    for   their 
arrival  ? 

Answer.     I  do  not  know. 
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Question.  I  believe  vessels  are  taken  down  by  ordinarj 
tow-boats  at  any  season  wlien  tbere  is  not  ice? 

Answer.     Yes. 

Question.  Did  you  refuse  to  treat  with  Mr.  Coale  unless 
he  would  acknowledge  that  tlie  service  rendered  Amazon 
was  more  than  ordinary  towage? 

Answer.  No  ;  he  said  it  was  not  more  than  ordinary 
summer  towage,  and  I  told  him  on  that  basis  that  it  was 
useless  to  treat  with  me.  I  told  him  I  was  perfectly  ready 
if  he  would  show  me  the  evidence  to  make  a  modification. 
He  said  the  bill  should  be  charged  as  ordinary  summer 
towage. 

Question.  Did  not  in  the  case  of  your  vessel  the  steamer 
make  salvage  charges  ? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  she  was  aground  and  in  danger.  We 
proposed  that  we  should  pay  more  than  ordinary  towage. 
The  steamer  had  to  leave  her  route,  but  was  only  engaged 
about  ten  hours  in  the  relief  and  towage  of  our  vessel.  In 
the  case  of  the  Amazon  we  did  not  propose  to  make  salvage 
charges ;  she  was  afloat  but  in  danger  ;  the  tug-boat  had  to 
make  her  way  to  the  vessel  ;  the  tug-boat  Ajax  in  an  effort 
of  the  same  sort,  was  carried  ashore.  We  charged  towage 
in  proportion  to  service. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  time  the  Chesapeake  left 
to  go  down  ? 

Answer.     No. 

Question.     What  time  should  harbor  relief-boat  leave? 

Answer.  At  the  earliest  hour  possible ;  immediately 
after  daylight. 

•  Question.  Suppose  there  is  a  moderately  heavy  vessel  at 
wharf,  heavy  ice  in  the  harbor,  ice-boat  here  to  bieak  the 
ice  ;  the  vessel  wishes  to  sail,  could  her  condition  be  consid- 
ered one  of  actual  or  constructive  distress. 

Answer.     I  think  not. 

JAMES  C.  WHEEDOX 

Sworn  and  testified. 
By  Mr.  McCosker. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  working  of 
the  Chesapeake  and  Maryland  ? 

Answer.     None. 

Question.     Are  you  an  officer  of  an  insurance  company? 

Answer.     I  am  a  director  in  Associated  Firemen. 

Question.     Did  you  have  any  risk  on  Chesapeake  ? 
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Answer,     Yes^  $10,000,  whicli  was  a  total  loss. 

Question.     Had  you  a  risk  on  Maryland  ? 

Answer.  A  risk  was  ofiered  when  I  was  absent  and 
taken  ;  I  should  have  opposed  it  had  I  been  present  ;  I 
always  knew  that  an  ice-breaker  would  be  certain  to  be 
destroyed  if  permitted  to  tow  in  opposition  to  tug-boats  ;  I 
would  not  have  insured  her  for  fifty  cents  on  the  dollar  ;  I 
heard  a  great  deal  said  on  the  subject.  Only  the  Saturday 
previous  a  captain  of  a  tug-boat  had  a  jaw  with  Captain 
Landis. 

Question.     Did  you  hear  any  threats? 

An&wer.     No,  sir  ;  but  it   was  my  impression  that  such 
a  boat  could  not  be  kept. 
By  Mr.  Staylor. 

Question.     Do  you  think  any  man  would  set  her  on  fire? 

Answer.  There  is  always  one  man  in  a  hundred  that 
would  do  anything. 

Question.     You  then  have  grown  suspicious? 

Answer.  Here  are  men  engaged  in  a  legitimate  busi- 
ness ;  they  pay  state  and  city  taxes,  and  tiien  the  state  and 
city  builds  a  boat  in  competition.  The  ice-boat  should  keep 
a  track  open  and  charge  trackage  to  these  boats  ;  let  the 
ship  pay  the  tow-boat  and  the  ice-boat  collect  a  towage. 
Most  vessels  would  give  the  ice-boat  the  preference  ;  if  she 
struck,  the  ice-boat  was  able  to  pull  her  off ;  the  tugs  see 
this,  and  there  is  no  chance  for  them  to  live  at  all. 

Question.     How  would  you  regulate  prices  for  towing? 

Answer.  Leave  it  open  for  contract  ;  the  captain  of  a 
vessel  asks  a  tug  how  much,  |100  or  $75  ;  here  comes  ice- 
boat, which  does  it  for  |50. 

Question.     A  vessel  in  the  ice  will  pay  high  ? 

Answer.     Yes,  if  the  captain  is  a    prudent  man  he  will 
give  anything  to  save  vessel. 
By  Mr.  iSmith. 

Question.     You  are  an  old  ship-captain  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  sailed  before  the  mast  at  |10  per 
month,  and  on  arrival  here,  when  I  received  my  pay,  I 
would  wonder  where  all  the  money  came  from  to  pay  me. 

Question.  What  do  you  think  of  all  the  officers  leaving 
a  vessel ? 

Answer.  The  officer  of  the  deck  should  not  leave  it  until 
relieved  ;  there  should  always  be  one  officer  on  duty  ;  the 
crew  in  port  should  be  divided  into  watches. 

Question.     There  should  always  be  some  one  on  deck  ? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  this  boat  when  at  wharf  was  left  with  no 
one  but  a  watchman. 


88 

Question.  When  boat  has  fire  hanked  should  there  he 
more  than  a  watchman  ? 

Answer.  There  should  always  he  some  one  on  her 
declvs. 

Question.     You  were  at  fire  on  Maryland? 

Answer.     Yes. 

Question.     What  was  your  impression  ? 

Answer.  It  is  my  impression  that  she  was  set  on  fire- 
Question.     How  can  revenue  of  ice-boat  be  kept  up? 

Answer.  Let  her  always  charge  trackage;  if  no  ice,  then 
no  use  of  boat,  and  it  of  use,  then  tax  the  people. 

Question.     A  State  appropriation  you  mean  ? 

Answer.     That's  the  only  plan. 

Question.  Would  the  tugs  be  satisfied  with  trackage 
charges  ? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  it  is  asking  too  much  for  State  and  city 
to  support  it  all  ;  tax  the  tow-boats  or  vessels  being  towed. 

By  Mr.  Staylor. 

Question.  If  the  Legislature  confines  the  ice-boat  to 
open  track  would  you  take  risk  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  if  she  did  not  come  in  competition 
with  tug-boats. 

By  Mr.  McColgan. 

Question.  What  captain  of  tug  was  it  "jawing"  Capt. 
Land  is  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  ;  the  talk  was  usual  ;  the  tug- 
boat men  meet  at  Capt.  Bailies'  every  day,  and  others  also, 
and  talk  over  matters  ;  I  go  there  every  day  of  ray  life  and 
spin  long  yarns  ;  if  the  ice-boat  brought  up  a  boat  there 
was  a  great  deal  of  growling. 

Question.     That  was  general  ? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  they  d — d  her  ;  the  only  time  tug-boats 
can  make  any  money  is  in  winter  ;  tliere  are  men  on  board 
who  are  rougli,  and  who  look  with  jealous  eyes  on  the  ice- 
boats, which  keeps  their  discharge  hanging  over  them  like 
the  sword  of  Damocles  ;  heard  a  conversation  between  Capt. 
Landis  and  Capt.  Anderson,  but  heard  no  threats. 

Question.     You  are  not  at  all  interested  in  tug-boats  ? 

Answer.     No,  sir. 

Question.  Is  it  just  that  city  and  State  should  appropri- 
ate $100,000  to  buihl  a  boat  and  appropriate  $10,000  a 
year  to  support  it  and  then  place  her  in  competition  with 
other  parties  ? 

Answer.     I  have  always  said  it  was  not  right. 


By  Mr.  Smith. 

Question.  Was  not  this  investigation  by  the  Legislature 
right  and  proper? 

Answer.     Yes,  and  desirable. 
By  Mr.  Staylor. 

Question.  The  Maryland  at  the  time  of  her  destruction 
was  at  Chase's  wharf,  near  valuable  property? 

Answer.  Yes;  there  were  $1,800,000  worth  of  coffee 
within  thirty  feet  of  her  bow,  and  the  ship  Belgium  along- 
side with  |40,000.  They  hauled  her  out  and  saved  her. 
The  ice-boat  was  pretty  well  burned  out  before  any  water 
was  thrown.  When  I  reached  the  wharf  she  was  not  on 
fire  on  the  port  side  at  all,  but  on  the  starboard  side ;  I 
could  have  put  the  fire  out  with  a  hand  engine. 
By  Mr.  McColgan. 

Question.     Vv^as  the  fire  down  stairs? 

Answer.  Saw  the  fire  coming  up  on  the  vessel  from  the 
after  part  of  the  ship^  then  it  went  along  forward  ;  when 
it  got  forward  it  stopped  and  turned,  and  then  on  the  port 
side  and  burned  that.  Up  to  this  time  there  had  been  no 
engine  there  or  water  thrown  ;  I  asked  twenty  people  why, 
and  I  said  :  "  that  fire  can  be  put  out  in  five  minutes."  The 
woodwork  on  deck  burned  out,  and  I  then  saw  a  light  in- 
side, and  knowing  the  resinous  timber  of  which  she  was 
made,  I  gave  her  up,  and  thought  she  was  gone.  The  fire 
was  all  on  deck  up  to  this  period.  Had  there  been  a  hand- 
engine  there  it  could  have  been  put  out. 
By  Mr.  McCosker. 

Question.  Your  impression  is  that  the  fire  commenced  on 
main  deck  ? 

A.nswer.  Yes  ;  the  waste-room  is  on  the  port  side,  and 
there  was  no  fire  on  that  side  of  the  boat  at  first. 

Question.       What  side  was  towards  the  wharf? 

Answer.  The  starboard  side,  the  side  that  was  first  on 
fire.  The  waste-room  was  on  the  other  side,  farthest  from 
the  wharf. 


^x^^zPEisrnDix:. 


A. 

STATEMENT  of  Loss  and  Damage  hij  Fire  to  the  Steamer 
Maryland,  which  occurred  on  the  night  of  Sunday,  Jan- 
uary 28,  1872. 

The  Harbor  Relief  Boat  ^'Maryland"  was  built  and 
owned  by  the  Harbor  and  River  Relief  Board,  which  con- 
sists of  Horatio  L.  Whitridf^e,  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  W.  S.  Yoiino^,  President  of  the  Corn  Exchange,  and 
Robert  R.  Kirkland,  appointed  by  the  Marine  Insurance 
Companies,  with  Capt.  David  C.,Landis,  Superintendent. 
She  was  constructed,  equipped  and  used  as  an  Ice  Boat  to 
keep  the  Harbor  open,  and  to  tow  and  assist  vessels.  She 
has  been  used  for  these  purposes  only. 

She  was  on  Sunday,  January  28th,  moored  at  the  end  of 
the  Pier  of  Chase's  Wharf,  her  fires  banked,  and  everj^  thing 
in  good  safety,  as  was  supposed.  The  only  persons  on 
board  were  2d  Engineer  Robert  Woolsey  and  Watchman 
Jos  Miskelly.  About  the  hour  of  6.30,  P.  M.,  Engineer 
Woolsey  having  gone  to  his  berth  in  the  Cabin,  and  the 
Watchman  Miskelly  being  on  duty,  a  fire  was  discovered 
first  in  the  Engineer's  room.  An  immediate  inspection  by 
the  Watchman  discovered  the  fire  coming  up  at  the  same 
time  from  below.  He  ran  through  the  Wharf  to  Thames 
Street  to  give  the  alarm.  The  Engineer  Woolsey  was  res- 
cued from  the  Cabin  insensible,  and  died  of  his  injuries  the 
next  day.  Before  the  fire  could  be  subdued,  the  boat  was 
seriously  damaged,  and  a  large  portion  of  her  equipments 
and  furniture  destroyed. 

The  damage  to  the  Hull  has  been  estimated  jointly  by 
Wm.  H.  Skinner,  appointed  by  the  Relief  Board,  and 
Robt.  Ashcroft,  appointed  by  the  Underwriters  ;  who  have, 
according  to  instructions,  returned  a  full  survey  of  repairs 
needed,  and   the  cost  of  the   same.     The  damasre   to    the 

-r      •  •      •  • 

Joiner's  Work  has  been  estimated  jointly  by  J.  T.  Simp- 
son, appointed  by  the  Relief  Board,  and  George  W.  Mor- 
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ris,  appointed  by  the  Underwriters.  The  damage  to  En- 
gines and  Machinery  has  been  estimated  jointly  by  Charles 
Eeeder,  appointed  by  the  Relief  Board,  and  Joseph  Clark- 
son,  appointed  by  the  Underwriters.  The  loss  and  damage 
on  eqai[)ments  and  furniture,  including  estimates  for  paint- 
ing and  some  contingent  expenses  attending  repairs,  was 
adjusted  upon  original  bills  exhibited  by  Capt.  D.  C.  Lan- 
dis,  the  Superintendent,  by  Mr.  Frank  P.  Clark,  Adjuster 
for  the  National  Fire  Insurance  Co.  of  Baltimore. 

The  cause  of  the  fire  is  absolutely  unknown  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Harbor  and  River  Relief  Board,  and  is,  at  the 
time  of  making  up  this  claim,  the  subject  of  investigation 
by  the  Fire  Commissioners  of  Baltimore  and  a  Committee 
of  the  Legislature  of  Maryland. 

The  amount  of  Loss  and  Damage  is  as  follows,  viz :  — 

Cost  of  repairing  the  Hull,  as  per  surveys  and  estimate  of 
Robt.  Ashcroft  and  Wra.  H.  Skinner,  presented 
herewith.* |8,000  00 

Cost  of  restoring  Joiner's  Work,  as  per  estimate  of 
J.  T.  Simpson  and  Geo.  W.  Morris,  presented 
herewith 4,760  00 

Cost  of  Repairing  Engines,  Boilers  and  Machinery, 
as  per  estimate  of  Charles  Reeder  and  Joseph 
Clarkson,  presented  herewith 6,908  00 

Estimate  for  Painting 1,200  00 

Estimate  for  Railway  Bill  and  Tug  Hire  inci- 
dental to  Repairs.. 440  00 

Furniture  and  Equipments,  as  per  schedule  here- 
with and  vouchers,  as  adjusted  by  F.  P.  Clark,  3,414  53 

One-half  cost  of  Estimates 75  00 

Total  amount  of  Loss  and  Damage $24,797  53 

And  the  Harbor  and  River  Relief  Board  of  Baltimore 
hereby  claim  said  amount  of  the  Underwriters  on  said 
Steamboat  Maryland,  as  per  the  following  statement  of  all 
the  Policies  of  Insurance  on  said  Steamboat,  and  the 
amount  due  by  each  Company, 

For  the  Board  of  Commissioners, 


Superintendent. 
Baltimore,  February  I4th,  1872. 

*  The  original  estimates  and  schedule  are  deposited  with  the  National  Fire 
Insurance  Company  of  Baltimore. 
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A. — Continued. 

STATEMENT  of   Amount  Insured  on  Steamer  Maryland, 
and  the  Apportionment  of  Loss  thereon. 

FORM   OF   POLICY. 

$ 

On  tbe  steam  ice  and  tow-boat  Maryland,  her  hull,  ma- 
chinery, boats,  tackle,  apparel,  cabin  and  other  furniture  on 
board,  including  pumps,  extra  hawsers,  and  other  equip- 
ment for  service  as  a  Belief  boat,  with  privilege  of  service 
in  the  Chesapeake  Bay  and  its  tributaries,  also  of  ports  and 
harbors,  on  the  ways  or  in  the  water  ;  also  to  make  repairs 
and  alterations  without  notice. 

Other  insurance  permitted  without  notice  until  required. 
Insured  under  the  above  form  as  follows,  viz  : 

Koyallns.  Co.,  London $10,000       Pays $3099  TO 

Queen  Ins.  Co.,       ''      10,000         "     3099  70 

North  British  and  Mer- 
cantile Ins.    Co.,    of 

London  and  Edinb'g 10,000         "     3099  "70 

Home  Ins.  Co.,  N.York 5,000         "     1549  84 

Hartford  Fire  Ins.  Co., 

Hartford 5,000         ''     1549  84 

^tna   Fire    Ins.     Co., 

Hartford 5,000         ''     1549  85 

National  Fire  Ins.  Co., 

Hartford ,...     5,000         ''     1549  8i 

Ins.  Co.  of  North  Amer- 
ica, Philadelphia 5,000         "     1549  84 

Baltimore  Fire  Ins.  Co., 

Baltimore 5,000         "     1549  85 

National  Fire  Ins.  Co., 

Baltimore 5,000         '«     1549  84 

Howard  Fire  Ins.   Co., 

Baltimore 5,000         "     1549  84 

Home    Fire    Ins.    Co., 

Baltimore 5,000         "     1549  85 

German  Fire  Ins.  Co., 

Baltimore 5,000         ''     1549  84 

Total  amount  insured $80,000    Pays |24,797  53 


93 

Baltimore,  February  14th,  1872. 

Before  me,  the  subscriber,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  and 
for  the  City  of  Baltimore,  personally  appeared  David  0. 
Landis,  and  made  oath,  in  due  form  of  law,  that  the  fore- 
going statement  of  facts  and  claim  for  loss  and  damage  to 
the  steamboat  Maryland  are  just  and  true  to  the  best  of  his 
knowledge  and  belief ;  that  he  has  no  knowledge  whatever 
of  the  cause  of  the  fire  by  which  said  steamboat  was  dam- 
aged ;  that  no  other  insurance  exists  on  said  steamboat  ex- 
cept that  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  statement ;  and  that  the 
Harbor  and  River  Relief  Board  of  Baltimore,  have  really, 
and  by  misfortune,  and  without  fraud  or  evil  practice,  sus- 
tained loss  by  the  damage  of  said  steamboat  to  the  amount 
of  124,797  53. 

(Signed)  W.  H.  HAYWARD,  J.  P. 
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B. 

Dr.        Steamer  Maryland  in  account  with  H.  L.  Whitridge, 

1872. 
Feb.  15.  To  balance  in  bank  April  1,  * 

1871 $3  94 

To  amount  received  from 
Fire  Underwriters  for 
loss  of  Steamer  Chesa- 
peake  $85,000  00 

Less  discount  for  cash  pay- 
ment          766  30 

84,233  70 

This  money  was  loaned 
to  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Railroad  and  North- 
ern Central  Railroad 
Companies,  with  their 
bonds  as  security,  to  be 
returned  on  call  as  re- 
quired, and  has  produced 
interest. 

Interest  received  from 
Northern  Central  Rail- 
road      1,281  25 

Interest  received  from  Balti- 
more and  Ohio  Railroad         691  25 

Balance  of  interest  due  by 
Northern  Central  Rail- 
road Company    to    15th 

February,  1872 1,435  59 

3,408  09 

Value  of  materials  saved 
from  the  wreck  of  the 
Steamer  Chesapeake 11,700  00 

Less  amount  paid  B.  &  J. 

Baker  &  Co.,  salvage....     5,500  00 

6,200  00 

$93,848  73 
1872.  ■ 

I'eb.  15.  To  balance  brought  down $4,325  00 

E.  &  0.  E. 
Baltimore,  February  15,  1872. 

H.  L.  WHITRIDGE,  Treasurer. 
William  B.  Willson,  Secretary. 
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Treasurer  of  Harhor  and  River  Relief  Board  of  Balto.      Cr. 

1872. 
Feb.  15.  By  amounts  paid  for  con- 
struction of  outfits  and 
sundry  bills  for  expenses 
&c.  of  new  steamer  Mary- 
land, to  date $86,323  73 

By  estimated  value  of  an- 
chors and  chains  saved 
from  wreck  of  the  Chesa- 
peake   3,200  00 

By  balance  subject  to  order 
of  the  Commissioners — 
Cash  in  Bank $389  41 

By  cash  in  hands  of  Northern 

Central  Railroad 2,500  00 

Balance  of  interest  due  by 

N.  C.  R.  R 1,435  59 

4,325  00 

$93,848  73 


The  Commissioners  at  pre- 
sent owe  on  account  of 
the  construction  of  the 
steamer  Maryland  : 

C.  Reeder  &  Co.,  for  engines, 

&c $5,000  00 

C.   Reeder  &   Co.,  for  iron 

work,  &c 4,600  00 

Sundry  other  bills,  about ...     1,000  00 

$10,600  00 

And  to  meet  which  there  is 
due  by  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, bylaw $10,000  00 

And  which  will  relieve  the  Commissioners  from  present  debt, 
and  with  the  amount  insured  we  shall  have  ample  funds  to 
restore  the  Boat  to  a  perfect  condition. 


